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For five weeks after the club voted to enhance the North Garden at the Butterfly Pavilion, our group met numerous times with Bob Bonacci, BP president, and Sarada Krishnan, horticulture director of the pavilion.  Although we had established a practical plan for the garden, including the garden design, a materials list, a plant list, money from the board, and the tools required, we ended up lacking one crucial ingredient—enough member volunteers to do the physical work. 

We had eight club members volunteer for Saturday, June 19, and five for the following Saturday, June 26.  Among those volunteers, there were only three able-bodied men to do the hard work of moving rocks in wheelbarrows, positioning boulders, and moving twenty yards of fresh soil.  The numbers simply weren’t enough to do the type of high-quality work we expected to accomplish at the pavilion.  Thus, we recommended to the Board that we disengage from this garden and supported their earlier decision to focus our Front Range public garden efforts at the Denver Botanical Garden. 

On Tuesday, June 18, the Board concurred with our recommendation, and the next day we informed the BP of our decision to leave the garden as it is. 

We gave it a heroic effort, but this one wasn’t in the cards.  There will be plenty of other satisfying projects we can tackle in the future.  

Thanks again for your willingness to help! 

Our next project: enrolling a bunch of body-building champs into our membership.

Any volunteers? 

--Marc Wilson

--Home Phone: 303-799-0610

--Cell Phone: 303-881-5269





The CCSS Board of Directors met on the evening of Tuesday, June 15.  Board members present were first vice president Roswitha Moehring, second vice president Suzanne McNamara, secretary/treasurer Jim Cuscaden, Show & Sale chair Ken Sipsey, and member-at-large Dave Martin.  President Bob Vick was unable to attend because he was recovering from surgery.

Marc Wilson and Doug Chase also attended to report on the situation at the Butterfly Pavilion.  As detailed in the article above, a lack of volunteer power made the project unworkable, and the Board voted 5 – 0 to withdraw.  

The Board also voted to fund a Chinle Chapter brochure (coordinated by Reed Irwin) and display board (coordinated by Reed and Harriet Olds) and a Botanic Gardens Docent pamphlet (coordinated by Don Campbell).

Marc Wilson also presented a proposal for a guide to Colorado cacti.  The project will take quite some time to complete, but the Board voted 5 – 0 to authorize beginning the project and preliminary funding. 

Dave Martin is spearheading the search for new Board members.  If you would like to volunteer, please call him at 303-422-9143, or e-mail him at dave@haworthia.com.

Presidential Thoughts

Sadness and My Soapbox

My condolences to the family of CCSS member Ernie Wollen, who passed away June 25, and to the Chinle Chapter and those in the Front Range Chapter who knew him.  There was a memorial service for him on July 2.  

I remember Ernie from his assistance at our Show and Sale in Denver, and from visiting his garden in Grand Junction in 2003.  He was a great guy and contributed much to the Chinle Chapter and CCSS.

My apologies to all for not being at the June functions of the society.  I had back surgery on June 11.  The surgery was kind of sudden; once my neurosurgeon made the diagnosis, the surgery was scheduled for the following Friday.  I am doing well, but I cannot sit for more than 20 minutes and could not drive.  My activities will be limited for a minimum of four weeks.

Now back on my soapbox.  Our organization cannot survive without volunteers.  We have more than 150 members; we have about 30 to 50 members attend meetings; we get 65 to 75 members at the annual meeting.  Yet we cannot get 10 able bodied people to volunteer to do some work at the Butterfly Pavilion cactus garden.  We are closing out our participation in the BP cactus garden.  (See Page 1 for details.)

We must have volunteers to fill the Board positions that are being vacated in October.  A few members who have kept this organization going for the past many years are getting to the point that we can no longer carry the load alone.  We must have replacements.  Contact Dave Martin and volunteer to be on the Board.  The Society needs YOU!

The Annual Meeting and election of Board and officers of this organization is Saturday October 16, 2004 at same restaurant in Arvada as last year.

I need one person or a couple to run a table to provide information about CCSS at Tagawa’s Greenhouse in Parker on Sunday, August 15, from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Please contact me directly at 303-697-0954 to volunteer.

We are planning to have the August meeting at the Butterfly Pavilion to remove many of the cacti in the garden, except in the north part.  Be prepared to assist in the removal and prepared to put some of the removed plants into your own garden.  All plants are winter-hardy.

--Bob Vick, President
--303-697-0954, bvickr@msn.com
July Meeting

Trough Gardens

The topic of our July meeting will be “Trough Gardening with Succulents.”  Gwen Kelaidis, whose beautiful trough gardens can be seen at the Denver Botanic Garden, will be our speaker.  She is the author of “Troughs: A Special Love Affair,” a chapter in the Handbook on Troughs published by the North American Rock Garden Society.

Our meeting will be at the usual time, Tuesday, July 13, at 7:30 p.m., but we will be meeting at Gwen and Panayoti’s home.  The neighborhood is a tangle of small streets, and the Kelaidises’ house can be found with two addresses, and there are alternate ways of getting there.

To get to the Kelaidises’ home, go to the intersection of Leetsdale Road and South Quebec Street (just where Leetsdale turns into Parker Road).  Turn south on Quebec Street.  Then turn left on Mississippi Avenue, then make a slight right onto Quebec Way.  Finally make a left on East Mississippi Drive.  The distances are very short, so keep your eyes peeled.  Also note that there are drives, streets, and ways with the same name.  (It’s hoped that the overdone italics will help.)

An alternate way to get there is turn onto the frontage road by the Galilee Baptist Church, which has a Parker Road address.  (Leetsdale turns into Parker Road just south of Quebec.)  Follow the road, which has some unpaved portions, down the hill, to South Quince Street, and go to 1224 South Quince Street. 

Apologies are offered in advance for confusing directions.  Roswitha promises to arrive early and mark the way with signs.

Our next meeting will be held at the Butterfly Pavilion, on August 10.  The speaker will be Dave Martin, the club’s resident expert on Haworthias and member-at-large.  Dave will be speaking about the recent trip he took to South Africa.

The program will begin at 7:30, but members are invited to arrive at the Pavilion at 6:00.  The Butterfly Pavilion wants to clear all the cacti and succulents from the garden except for the north garden area. 

There is a wide selection of Opuntias, Chollas, and some other cacti.  Club members are welcome to take what they want.  The BP will strip this area of rocks and plants before an undetermined redevelopment effort.

In Memoriam: Ernie Wollen

Ernie Wollen passed away June 25, 2004, at his home in Grand Junction.  He is survived by his wife, JoAnn; four children, Wills and four children, Chris Harris, Bill Steenbock, Susan Garcia, and David Steenbock; two grandchildren, Sr. Airman Bradley Baker and Kelley Baker; and his sister, Irene Wills.  

Ernie was born to Rex and Hazel Wollen, May 20, 1923, in Ashland, Nebraska.  He grew up in Lincoln. and graduated from the University of Nebraska with a degree in business. He spent his working career in farm equipment sales.  He served his country in the military during World War II as a radio operator/mechanic gunner, receiving many medals including a Purple Heart. 

Upon retiring, he moved to Grand Junction in 1996 and became an active volunteer at the Western Colorado Botanical Gardens.  His love of cacti made him the “heart” of the Chinle Chapter.  

One of his last contributions, just a couple weeks ago, was to contribute dozens of cuttings (from someone who was disposing of all his cacti) for new and prospective new members at our June meeting, even though he was not well enough to attend.  Some of his indoor succulents will be distributed to members at our July meeting.

His friends in the Chinle Chapter arranged to have a special plaque installed at the Western Colorado Botanical Gardens in honor of his contributions there.  We will be taking donations toward the cost of the plaque at our July meeting.  (Some plants may be sold by silent auction for this purpose.)  

At his request, most of Ernie’s outdoor cacti and succulents will find a new home at the cactus garden at the Botanical Gardens; he was very instrumental in their development. 

Ernie also was very active with Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 37, serving as chaplain until his health prevented him from this duty.

Services were held at the Grand Junction Church of Christ on Friday, July 2, 2004.  In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations to the Western Colorado Botanical Gardens, 655 Struthers Avenue Grand Junction, CO  81501.

We will all miss Ernie’s humor and generosity. 
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Chinle News and Notes


Successful Recruitment!


In a successful repetition of last year’s cactus orientation program at the CSU demonstration gardens in Grand Junction, the Chinle Chapter hosted a good crowd of more than 40 people June 10, including 23 newcomers!  Instead of the sweltering 90s like last year (or the day before), the weather turned windy and chilly, but the brief rain shower just before the meeting scared off only one couple.


Reed Irwin led the discussion of cactus gardening, from site selection and preparation through plant choices, propagation, pest control, garden maintenance, and numerous other factors important to successful succulent gardening.  Afterwards, Don Campbell guided folks through the cactus patch and answered questions.  At least three new members joined up that evening, and we hope to see many of the others at our July 8 meeting at Mesa Mall.


Don Campbell will lead a discussion and demonstration of plant propagation at our July regular meeting, including information about grafting cacti.


Montrose Field Trip


Ten Chinle Chapter members from as far away as Moab, Utah, enjoyed finding cacti in habitat as well as in more domesticated settings during our June 5 field trip in the Delta and Montrose areas.  The weather was hot, and cacti were plentiful.  Although many were no longer blooming, we did find numerous specimens of Sclerocactus glaucus and Pediocactus simpsonii, plus a few elusive Escobaria (Neobessya) missouriensis in Escalante Canyon.  The more common prickly pears and Echinocereus triglochidiatus were also abundant.


The group visited the sites of future cactus gardens in Olathe and Montrose and stopped to see large Yucca sp. (elata?) sending up huge flower stalks at a local bank. 


A visit to the Russell Stover outlet preceded the final stop of the day at Irwins’ gardens and a fine picnic supper.


--Bobbie Irwin�--Chinle Chapter newsletter editor





In the End, Not Enough Wind under the Wings














Outreach Program, BP Focus of Board’s June Meeting
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