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The purpose of the Colorado Cactus & Succulent Society is to promote knowledge, enjoyment, cultivation and conservation of cacti and other succulent plants amongst its members, other individuals and organizations throughout Colorado.
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Mentzelia decapetala – Ten Petal Blazing Star

Ok, it is definitely not a cactus, it is not even a succulent, to be totally honest it is not even in a family with other succulents.  So why write about it in a cactus and succulent society newsletter?  Two main reasons, firstly I needed material to put in the newsletter and this is the plant that is currently on my mind, secondly, and perhaps a little more relevantly, it is a dryland plant and therefore an ideal companion plant for cacti and succulents.

Why am I currently obsessed with this plant?  Mainly because it is it’s blooming time is right now, though this is by no means a new obsession.  In fact since the first time I saw this plant I think it has been the one that has most often come to mind when I am asked to name my favorite plant.  The problem is when I first take people to see it they generally do not understand……….  

Mentzelia decapetala is in the Loasaceae family and is a Midwestern native. Its wavy margined leaves form muted green rosettes which are fairly attractive, though perhaps my liking for the plant bias’s me as many have thought they are weeds.  It is a plant I can always recognize by touch if not by sight, as, like the other members of the genus, it has very scabrous leaves that feel much like sandpaper.  It is this texture that gives the family its common name of “stickleaf family”.

Generally a biennial, in its second year it reaches a height of three to four feet and in late summer will form large exciting looking cream-colored buds.  So on a typical days viewing people see a sort of weedy looking, plant, and they cannot begin to comprehend why I am so excited about it.  However, the one thing I do tell them is that they should make sure that they look again just after the sun begins to set.  Unsuspecting neighbors find me knocking on their doors at dusk to drag them into my garden and anyone who sees me at a concert at the Denver Botanic Gardens is made to walk to Dryland Mesa or the Plains garden, even if the concert has already started.

Every person who has seen this plant at dusk has come back to me with full understanding of my excitement.  You see, at dusk the flowers finally open for a few hours.  They are four to five inches across with ten perfectly formed satiny cream-colored petals, and their center is filled with a mass of yellow stamens.  In addition to being beautiful to look at, as with many evening blooming plants, they have a pleasant fragrance, and the bees always seem to think they are worth a last visit before nightfall.

So I know you are all now rushing to the end of this article so you can run out to your local nursery to buy this plant.   Unfortunately you are very unlikely to find it there.  Apart from the fact that it is hard to market this plant to those who have not seen it bloom, it is also hard to grow in containers.  I am attracted to plants that have adapted for specific environments and conditions, survivors that thrive on neglect and difficult conditions, but I also like a plant to have it’s quirks and this one easily fits all these requirements.  If you know what it likes you can be very lazy yet still act superior to those gardeners who don’t know its eccentricities.

From seed this plant is so easy to grow.  Throw down a handful of seed in a particularly dry hot spot in your garden this fall and resolutely ignore it until it blooms.  You should get plenty of seedlings coming up next spring.  I have even been lucky enough to have some plants bloom first year from seed.  However if you pamper it, water it, or worst of all try to move it, then it will either not bloom for years, or will die.  There is at least one CCSS member who has had one in his yard for three years without it blooming, it sulks and complains looking for a hotter, sunnier and dryer place to live, as does it’s owner for that matter.

So, if you want a beautiful companion plant to add to your cactus and succulent garden, Mentzelia decapetala comes highly recommended.  There is something wonderfully decadent about scented evening blooming plants, something almost seductive.  Their display can feel like an exclusive private showing to be shared with only the most dedicated gardeners, bees and moths.  If nothing else they give you a good excuse to see your garden in, quite literally, a totally different light. Seed is available from many native seed companies, or if you remind me in a couple of months I may even have some to spare.




Dominique Bayne, POI Editor
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CCSS Officers:�


President, Marc Wilson


Marcwilson2@comcast.net, 303 799 9058





Chinle President, Reed Irwin


Irwin@rmi.net, 970 249 2981





First Vice President, Programs, Dave Martin


dave@haworthia.com, 303 422 9143





Second Vice President, Newsletter, Dominique Bayne


bayned@botanicgardens.org or dom@instantfortress.co.uk


720 937 6766





Third Vice President, Show & Sale,Ken Sipsey


ksipsey@champmail.com, 303 987 2911


Secretary, Pam Story - Staker


pstorystaker@msn.com, 303 979 8171


Treasurer, Bob Vick


� HYPERLINK mailto:bvickr@msn.com ��bvickr@msn.com�, 303 697 0954


Member-at-Large, Margo Verkutis


verkutis@comcast.net, 303 979 4654





Special Assignments:


Historian, Don Sweitzer





Webmaster, Scot Hume


Scot_hume@yahoo.com





September Reminders:





September Front Range Meeting – September 13th at 7.30pm – see page 3.


September Chinle Meeting – see page 3 


Annual Dinner Meeting – October 15th see page 1


Volunteers needed for Board – see page 1


Please submit any newsletter information for the October newsletter by the 15th of September to Dom@instantfortress.co.uk or bayned@botanic gardens.org

















The story on our second grader





Peter Szilagyi is a true cactophile.  He has an interest and a determination beyond his years.   You see, Peter is our newest club member and is our first second grader!  That's right.  Peter had his mother bring him to the last meeting where he got to see our club in action, stood up and introduced himself and his mother and then proceeded to receive three plants during the raffle.


 


Peter, I hope we didn't keep you up too late that night!


 


Marc Wilson, President


 


























Nominating Committee:





This year’s Nominating Committee for 2005 elections 





Margo Verkutis: verkutis@comcast.net, 303 979 4654


Jim Cuscaden: JCuscaden@aol.com


Harriet Olds: fireupon@comcast.net, 303 284 6489





Contact them (or any board member) if you are interested in volunteering for a board position. Members are encouraged to volunteer for any of the board positions, even those that are currently filled!














Don’t forget to visit the CCSS website and new message board at:





http://www.ccss-online.org





Mentzelia decapetala





CCSS National Meeting:





CCSS members David Spenny, Deborah Veeder, Jim Weedin, Don Campbell, and Leo & Ann Chouce recently attended the CSSA National Convention in Arizona.  More info to follow soon!





David picked up flyers for upcoming events:





-British Cactus and Succulent Society International Convention: 17th – 20th August 2006


-11th Biennial Mid-States Stick Together (Oklahoma Cactus and Succulent Society)– June 15 – 18 2006


- Botanical Safari to Kenya with Len Newton December 9th  -22nd 2006 





More information on these events and others can be found on the CSSA website: www.cssainc.org





September Front Range Meeting


This month’s program will be a trip to Chile presented by David Martin.  The program consists of slides taken by Betty Gay on several trips to Chile.  These are beautiful slides of cacti in an exotic land.  Come and enjoy the camaraderie of CCSS and a virtual trip into the wilds of Chile.


Time:   7.30PM


Date: Tuesday   September 13th


Location: Denver Botanic Gardens - Waring House (South of the main entrance on York Street)








Annual Dinner Meeting 2005:





Date: – October 15th 2005





Agenda:


5:30 - 6:30 	Registration and Socialize


6:30 - 7:30 	Dinner


7:30 - 8.00	Business Meeting


8:00 - 8:15 	Break


8:15 - 9:00 	Door Prize, Gift Plant and Silent Auction


9:00 		Adjourn


 


Price: $20.00 Members


$40.00 Non-Members 


 


Place:	DiCicco's Italian Restaurant


57th and Olde Wadsworth


Arvada, CO


 


Contact David Martin for reservations:


303-422-9143  


� HYPERLINK "mailto:dave@haworthia.com" ��dave@haworthia.com�.





Also that weekend some combination of member garden tours, nursery visits & hiking will take place.  This will be open to both Chinle & Front Range Members.





Anyone willing to offer accommodation to visiting Chinle members please contact Dominique.





Succulent Foods?





CCSS member Joan Nester-Roses was recently shopping at Wild Oats & found flyer advertising Hoodia gordonii as an “alternative food source”.   Maybe this South African asclepiad will soon be as common to people as Aloe vera?

















Chinle Chapter News�At the August 11 meeting of the Chinle Chapter, Anne Barrett, a landscape designer for Meadowlark Gardens in Grand Junction, presented an interesting slide show and talk on xeriscaping, with a focus on fitting cacti and succulents into a natural landscape. (Although our approach might be to fit nonsucculent plants into our cactus gardens, it's nice to have a different perspective once in a while, and both viewpoints are valuable!)





Anne suggested we first notice conditions in unaltered natural settings: rocky soils, boulders and bushes that shelter plants and help conserve moisture, a scattering of rocks on the surface--as well as the soft greens and golds of the natural xeric landscape. Her slides showed the evolution of xeric gardening, which has progressed well beyond just gravel and juniper and now tends to avoid scoria and other dark gravel that can be too hot for young plants.�


Anne's approach is to concentrate water use in small areas and make a transition from plants with higher water needs near a house to lower water use away from the building. Her slides showed a dramatic change at several�sites in just a few years, as native plants start coming in on their own. "Cacti are architectural plants," she says, "which provide drama in color and shape even when they are not in bloom."





In September, Don Campbell will be presenting anew program resulting from his extensive travels and sightings of interesting cacti.  Don's programs always capture our interest and present new and interesting cacti shown in habitat and are not to be missed. October's program, tentatively will be a CSSA slide show on Big Bend, and a program on container gardening is scheduled for November.





 -- Bobbie Irwin, Chinle Chapter Newsletter Editor





President’s Letter





Hello, all.  This is the time of year when we start thinking about pumpkins, goblins and New Year’s resolutions . . . say what?  Yeah, it’s time to think about how you want to get more involved in our plant society.  





We are searching now for volunteers who are interested in being members of our Board next year.  The various positions are listed on the back of this POI. We will hold elections at the Annual General Meeting this October and we need people interested to contact any of the current Board members and see if its something you’d enjoy.  If you haven’t given your time and talents recently, put your hat in the ring and we’ll make sure you’re one of the nominations. 





There are two roles that absolutely need filling and they are the Co-Chair of the Show & Sale and the club Secretary.  In addition, Joe McCleary is looking for a sidekick who can work with him to manage the Show portion so they can take over the role the next year.





Give it some thought and give the rest of us a hand so the load is more evenly shared.  I would appreciate it!





Marc Wilson, President





Attention All Packrats





With the change in the annual meeting date for CCSS, the bylaws are out of date and need to be revised.  Rather than restricting the revision to only the annual meeting, we are looking at the need for any changes to the current bylaws of CCSS.  





Now the problem - we have an unsigned copy of the bylaws dated March? , 1990 and the supplement to the March 1990 bylaws approved March 17, 2000 that created the Chinle Chapter.  There may have been other revisions of the by-laws but we don't have copies of any other changes.  Are you aware of other changes?  Do you have a copy?  





Please contact either Marc Wilson or Reed Irwin if you know of other changes and/or have copies of any other changes. 





Thanks, 


The Board





Front Range News





We had an engaging meeting with lots of yucks before the presentation given by our one and only resident illustrator, Harriet Olds.  Harriett shared with us her experience at a weekend seminar on illustrating desert plants.  Harriett had the opportunity to stay at the Desert Study Center in the Mojave Desert.  





Harriett showed her many pictures of her trip and shared the unusual history of the Study Center as it went through numerous incarnations.  The real treat, as you might have imagined was seeing images that she created while on this trip.  As one member asked, did YOU do that?  I can tell you her illustrations were wonderful!





Your Secretary
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