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Lithops

Yes, yet another rambling article written by your editor.  My reason for writing this month?  Much the same as ever – NOONE ELSE IS SENDING ME ARTICLES TO PRINT!  - even those of  you who keep promising me you will.  Maybe if I make these articles boring and irrelevant enough I will drive someone to write something just to make me stop? 

So, one of this month’s obsessions is Lithops or Living Stones.  For me this is an obsession that I have been resisting since I was seven years old when I first saw several specimens exhibited at a plant show.  Shortly after I acquired my own Lithops, and promptly killed it.  This was the first of many failures. In retrospect I guess it was fairly understandable.  Most growers know that many mesembs need a distinct dormant period.  For Lithops this period is soon after flowering.  When the leaves start to shrivel watering has to stop so that the new leaves can absorb all the moisture and nutrients from the old.  This usually happens late fall.  It is a little counterintuitive to stop watering a plant that is shriveling but ignoring this need for dormancy will lead to rotting & death.  I tortured and rotted many Lithops, and eventually I think my parents got tired my plant graveyard so I moved on to other things and my love of Lithops went into its own dormant stage somewhere in the back of my mind.

Tolerance and patience is essential in growing living stones, however these qualities are amply rewarded when the new leaves come through and growth begins again.  They are not fast growing plants each consisting of two ‘leaves’ that to the less observant appear to never change. On occasion they will multiply and instead of a single leave being replaced by another single leaf, sometimes each leaf will produce two.

So why am I suddenly interested in Lithops again? I happened to pick up Lithops ‘Treasures of the Veld’ in the library.  I have checked this book out many times and skimmed through it but this time I started to really read it.  Steve Hammer’s writing is engaging and entertaining, I found I was really enjoying reading, not just because of the good information but because of the humor and intelligent style. Chris Barnhill’s excellent photographs complement the writing. I think this book triggered my obsession to come out of dormancy as the next day I found myself back at the library checking out every book on Lithops I could find.  The other book that really caught my attention was ‘Lithops – Flowering Stones’ by Desmond Cole.  The Coles have done extensive fieldwork with Lithops.  They have a ‘lithoparium’ in South Africa with a truly comprehensive collection of plants.  They do not only have specimens of each species but also from each location in which they are found complete with soils and rocks from their individual habitats.

I decided I needed to own copies of both these books and went online to find them. They were both surprisingly difficult to find but I ordered Steve Hammers book from the British Cactus and Succulent Society website as and found that a new version of the Cole’s book was issued this year and is available from Rainbow Garden Bookshop.  I eagerly awaited my new books and was happy to discover that the new addition of ‘Lithops – Flowering Stones’ is even better than the last.  Many more pictures have been added and the species listing is updated.  

Of course books are not enough so I ordered seed from Mesa Gardens.  Preempting another possible fixation, I also ordered a few Conophytum seeds and checked out Dumpling and His Wife: New Views of the Genus Conophytum, also by Steven Hammer from the Library. I still need to sow the seed, I grow my non-hardy succulents under lights at home and they seem to do just fine.  The benefit to this is I can start Lithops in the fall as I can adjust the light as needed.  Without artificial lights I would probably be inclined to wait until spring, although fall is a good time for Conophytum seeds.  I am just hoping that I will still be interested in them in a few weeks when they start to grow but I cannot imagine that my interest will fade that fast, these plants were my first love and will probably be one of my last.

References and Resources:
Hammer, S. A. & Barnhill, C. (2001). Lithops: Treasures Of The Veld. Norwich, UK: British Cactus and Succulent Society.

Cole, D. T. (1998)  Lithops: Flowering Stones. South Africa: Acorn Books CC.

Cole, D. T. (2005)  Lithops: Flowering Stones. (2nd Edition)  Italy: Cactus & Co.

Hammer, S. A. & Barnhill, C. (2001). Dumpling and His Wife, New Views of the Genus Conophytum. Norwich, UK: EAE Creative Colour Ltd.

British Cactus and Succulent Society:

www.bcss.org.uk
Rainbow Gardens Bookshop: www.rainbowgardensbookshop.com
Lithops seed and plant sources:

Mesa Garden:

www.mesagarden.com
Steven Hammer’s Sphaeroid Institute:

www.sphaeroid.cactus-mall.com/index.html
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October Reminders:





Annual General Meeting – October 15th at 5.30pm – see page 1.


AGM Weekend Activities – October 15th and 16th – see page 1.


October Chinle Meeting – October 13th - see page 3 


2006 Show and Sale Dates – March 25th and 26th.


Please submit any newsletter information for the November newsletter by the 15th of October to Dom@instantfortress.co.uk or bayned @botanic gardens.org





























Nominating Committee:





This year’s Nominating Committee for 2005 elections 





Margo Verkutis: verkutis@comcast.net, 303 979 4654


Jim Cuscaden: JCuscaden@aol.com


Harriet Olds: fireupon@comcast.net





Contact them (or any board member) if you are interested in volunteering for a board position. Members are encouraged to volunteer for any of the board positions, even those that are currently filled!











Presidential Thoughts 





Your Board is constantly thinking of ways to make small improvements in our club.  We particularly want to increase the satisfaction and enjoyment of out club members.  We also look to foster a culture of giving. 





With these thoughts in mind, the Board has developed a unique program just for our members.  We call it the “CCSS Membership Grant Program”.  We have designated $2000 over the next year in grant moneys to give our members in support of their pursuit of our hobby.  Our club has been privileged to support other organizations like Denver Botanic Gardens, the Butterfly pavilion and the CSU Extension on the Western slope, among others.  THIS program is our investment in you.





The program is detailed opposite but suffice it to say it’s really very simple.  We will provide funding for just about any endeavor you may think of that adds to your enjoyment and gives back to our club.  Examples might be as simple as buying a book and providing a summary in the POI.  Others could include supporting a class project, introducing succulents to outside groups, starting a public garden, taking a special class on succulents, taking a drawing class or taking a trip and coming back with stories, pictures and knowledge to share with the rest of us.





We hope you become imaginative and find new ways to further enjoy our hobby and give back to the club.  We’ll make time during the Annual General Meeting on October 15th to hear your ideas and answer your questions 





-- Marc Wilson, President














AGM Agenda & Details:





Date: – October 15th 2005





Agenda:


4.00 – 5.30 	Set Up


5:30 - 6:30 	Registration and Socialize


6:30 - 7:30 	Dinner


7:30 - 8.00	Business Meeting


		Treasurers Report – Bob Vick


		Chinle Report – Reed Irwin


		State of the Society – Marc Wilson


Open for member Q&A’s & any other business – Marc Wilson


Awards & Recognitions – Marc Wilson


Nominations and Election – Jim Cuscaden


8:00 - 8:15 	Break 


8:15 - 9:00 	Door Prize, Gift Plant and Silent Auction


9:00 		Adjourn


 


Price: $20.00 Members


$40.00 Non-Members 


 


Place:	DiCicco's Italian Restaurant


57th and Olde Wadsworth


Arvada, CO


 


Contact David Martin for reservations:


303-422-9143  


� HYPERLINK "mailto:dave@haworthia.com" ��dave@haworthia.com�.





AGM Weekend Activities





These activities are open to both Chinle & Front Range Members.





Saturday: Paulino Gardens, David Martin’s Haworthia collection, Timberline Gardens





The plan is for all interested people to make their way to Paulino Gardens to look around their selection of succulents (most of which come form the Crump nursery).  


We will leave Paulinos at 1.00 to go to David Martins.  This means if you want time to look around & shop, you need to get there & do this before 1.00.  We will not wait for stragglers. 


From David’s we will go on to Timberline Nursery where they have a selection of hardy succulents along with an interesting Opuntia test area and a non-hardy succulent display area.  Timberline Gardens is not very far from DiCiccio’s where we are having the AGM. (� HYPERLINK "http://www.Timberlinegardens.com" ��www.Timberlinegardens.com�)





Meet Dominique by the checkout area inside the building at Paulino Gardens to leave at 1.00.





Paulino Gardens is located at 6300 North Broadway, Denver, CO80216 – see � HYPERLINK "http://www.paulinogardens.com" ��www.paulinogardens.com�


Directions:


I-25 to Exit 215, 58th Avenue


West on 58th Avenue to Broadway


North on Broadway to East 62nd Avenue





Sunday: Visit Steve Miles’s Garden in Boulder.





Plan to leave Denver at 9.00 to be at Steve’s for 10.00.


Please talk to me at the AGM Dinner, depending on how many people are going we can car pool and I will bring maps with me.  





If you have any questions or if you get lost on the day, my cell number is:





Dominique – 720 937 6766





Chinle Chapter News�


If you can't take an actual field trip with our regional cactus guru, the second-best thing is a virtual field trip illustrated by his excellent slides. The Chinle Chapter enjoyed this option at its September 8 meeting when Don Campbell "led" us on a search for rare (and often tiny) cacti in Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado, and Utah. This "trip" was a compilation of several recent journeys in the Four Corners region. It's always a pleasure to share Don's successful hunts this way, along with his adventure tales (just ask him about Officer Larry Latex sometime).





Chinle members look forward to a CSSA slide show about succulents of the Big Bend area of Texas, at their October 13 meeting in Grand Junction. 





A November program about container gardening, presented by Chinle member Winton Brophy, will round out the year's programs before the Chapter's own dinner meeting in December.





 -- Bobbie Irwin, Chinle Newsletter Editor





Last Month’s Newsletter:





Apologies for the lateness of last month’s POI.  It got lost on its way to the printers and we did not notice that it had not been sent out for quite a while.  In the future feel free to call or e-mail me if you are concerned as to the whereabouts of your newsletter.





Anyone who gets a copy by e-mail got  it on time – just another reason to receive yours by email!  (Email David Martin at � HYPERLINK "mailto:dave@haworthia.com" ��dave@haworthia.com� if you want to get an emailed copy rather than a paper one & help save paper)  Or you can always check out the latest newsletter online at www.ccss-online.org





-- Dominique Bayne, POI Editor








CCSS Member Grant Program





CCSS is devoted to fostering understanding and appreciation of all kinds of succulents including cacti.  To further this effort, CCSS will grant funds to our members for selected, worthwhile projects that help spread the knowledge and joy of these special plants.





The Society Board will determine an appropriate grant budget at the beginning of each fiscal year.  As a working guideline, no individual project may take more than 50% of that year’s budget.  Applications may be submitted in writing to a member of the Board of Directors at any time during the year.  All applications received by December 1 will be evaluated by a review committee.  The committee will provide a list the projects in recommended order of preference to the Board of Directors for final decision by January 1.   The Board of Directors will make the final decision on funding projects.  A project that is time-dependent and requested before or after December 1 may be submitted with a request for expedited evaluation.  The Board of Directors has the option to consider such a project on a case-by-case basis. 





The Society Board will determine an appropriate grant budget by the start of its new fiscal year. The President will announce the grant budget in the next POI and request applications.  All applications received by the Board will be evaluated by the Board and a funding determination made within 30 days.  Additional funding requests received during the year will be evaluated and a funding decision made on them within 30 days as well.





All Proposals will include the following items (brevity will be appreciated):    





1. Name of the CCSS member responsible for proposing the project.  This person may be contacted by the Board to obtain additional information or clarification about the project.  


2. Brief description of the project and who will be responsible for completing the project.  


3. What the project is expected to accomplish, who and how many will benefit from the project. 


4. Likelihood of success in achieving the goals of the project.


5. Expected timeline, completion date, measures for evaluating success. 


6. Monetary and non-monetary benefits to CCSS. 


7. Other groups and organizations cooperating in or benefiting from the project.


8. Expected duration of benefits to the club.





When the project is completed the responsible member will notify the Board of Directors that the project is completed, summarize the results of the project, account for grant funds and return any unused funds. 





The number of projects approved and the total funding level will be determined by the Board or Directors and may vary from year to year.  Projects that are not approved may be resubmitted for future consideration.





					-- CCSS Board
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