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The purpose of the Colorado Cactus & Succulent Society is to promote knowledge, enjoyment, cultivation and conservation of cacti and other succulent plants amongst its members, other individuals and organizations throughout Colorado.





THE SHOW & SALE – WE CAN MAKE IT A SUCCESS

Well, I think it is about time that we stop complaining that the Broncos did not make it to the Super Bowl and realize that spring is just around the corner! The CCSS Show and Sale is here.

I summarized the goals for the event in the January POI, but I repeat them here so they are fixed in our memories:

· Promote CCSS purpose, membership and activities.

· Improve the visitor experience and provide for their purchase needs.

· Maintain the quality of the Open division show entries and improve competition in the Novice division entries.

· Achieve the CCSS financial goals.

The planning for the event is well underway. We have secured the necessary vendors and we are expecting an excellent display of indoor and winter hardy plants. There has been a delay in getting a head judge for the show, but we expect to resolve this issue by early March. We look forward to having a good selection of show entries; In this regard, we have discussed plant preparation and competition details at the monthly meetings. We hope that you are preparing your entries. 

We are completing the layout designs for our rented facilities at DBG and will display them at the March meeting. Summarized below are the activities that we need to accomplish during the 3 days of the S & S.

Friday, March 24 

DBG usually turns over the facilities over to us between 9 am and 10 am. Selected volunteers will be bringing our locker equipment, extra rental gear and plant trolleys to arrive at this time. We expect them to setup the tables in Mitchell Hall and Gates Hall as we have requested. HV Rodman, Joe McCleary and myself will be coordinating the final table placements. In addition to vendor plants, there will be member plant sales and pottery for sale in Mitchell Hall.  Marc Wilson will be setting up the Cactus Lounge in Gates Pavilion, while Bob Vick will be assembling the Front Hall cashiers desks. Sharron Cuscaden will be organizing food preparation in the kitchen facilities. The Education center will be in the Library on Saturday and in classroom B on Sunday. Ian O’Dougherty and Don Campbell will coordinate setting up these rooms. 

When the vendors arrive, we will offload the plants at both the York Street station and at the DBG rear loading dock. We will have plant trolleys at both locations. Once the plants have been off-loaded, the inventory process will be undertaken. We will break off for lunch at around noon. Meals will be provided to member volunteers and vendors during the 3 day event. We are hoping that the S & S set up will be complete by 5 pm. Show entrants can bring in their plants at any time during the day; However, Joe McCleary requires that all entries have been registered and placed by category by 5 pm. To encourage show entries, entrants will be issued with a $5 plant purchase voucher.

We will have an evening meal at 5 pm. Providing all the setup work is accomplished, we will start the fun part…the member plant draw will open at 6pm. To qualify for member discount on plants, CCSS members are required to work a minimum of 6 hours at the Show & Sale. You can place your plants aside, if you have not yet qualified for the discount, by storing them in classroom A. Do not leave plants in the kitchen or other locations. 

Saturday, March 25

The doors will be open to the public at 9 am, so volunteers will need to arrive by 8.30 am.

The judges will have arrived earlier and should have completed their work by 9 am. Please stay away from Gates Hall until judging is complete. The judges have their own breakfast, but juice, donuts and coffee will be available. As visitors arrive, they will pickup S & S programs at the gatehouse. However, I am hoping that the welcome desk volunteer will explain the setup arrangements, the education program and club activities area.  Past experience has shown that our maximum sales are on Saturday morning. Member assistance will be needed in helping visitors select their plants, providing potting services, minimizing delays in the checkout lines and assisting visitors with transport of large purchases. There will be visitor temporary plant storage in the cactus lounge area. Visitors will be allowed one free plant per family if they bring their plant draw ticket. There will also be an hourly plant raffle. The education program will provide 6 classes throughout the day together with garden tours. At lunchtime, vendors and volunteers are asked to visit the kitchen in small groups, so that the kitchen is not overloaded. Remember, visitors will be using the DBG cafeteria and we do not want lines snaking out from the kitchen. The Show and Sale will continue through the afternoon with doors closing at 5 pm. Volunteers will be asked to help clean up and to help restock the plant tables.   

Sunday, March 26

Similar to Saturday, volunteers are asked to arrive before door opening at 9 am. The early morning traffic is expected to be modest and will build up by lunchtime. The show exhibits, plant sales, education program (classroom B) and club activities will continue as on Saturday. Vendors and volunteers are again asked to stage their lunchtime break. We are closing earlier this year at 3 pm. Front Range volunteers are urgently requested to participate in the CCSS potting/ vendor inventory wrap up, plant transport and in cleanup activities. Many of the Chinle members need to leave early, so Denver members are asked to make themselves available for these vital tasks. A farewell supper will be served once cleanup is complete.
Things to remember

There may be some late changes. We will try to inform you of these changes using the website….CCSS_online.org. You can also check the DBG Information desk at 720 865 3585.

One of our most effective ways of promoting the Show and Sale is through the distribution of flyers and free plant tickets to your friends. We will have these available at the February and March meetings. Please try to distribute the flyers to schools, florists and super-markets (with permission).

Please wear your nametags to the S & S. If you forget, we will have plastic tags available for you and new members. It’s important that visitors recognize us and can ask questions. 

Beer flats are essential for plant sales. Please try to collect a minimum of 50 flats and bring them to the S & S on Saturday and Sunday.

Please try not to use the DBG parking lots; they need to be reserved for visitors. You can park on York and Josephine. Race and Gaylord can also be used; Ticketing on these streets does not start until April.

We can make the Show and Sale a success with your help. Ian O’Dougherty (720 224 4137) and myself have sign-up sheets and these will be available at the February and March meetings. If you have specific areas that you want to work, you can phone the team leads for more information. Volunteer jobs include: Welcome desk, Greeters/ Beer flats, Plant sales /setup, Hobby supplies, Potting table, Membership table, Show clerks, Catering, Vendor Inventory, Education assistance, Sales pre-checkers, Cashiers, Plant transport and Cleanup.

We would appreciate it if you notify us early of your availability, so that we can check volunteer needs and in planning catering. There will be training instructions for some of the more critical jobs (cashiers). For Denver members, assistance is critical on Sunday afternoon & evening. It is essential that we finish potting activities, get the vendors on their way and cleanup before we celebrate. 

This is our time to shine…have a great time at the Show and Sale.

-- Jim Cuscaden (VP S & S),303 659 8428, cell 303 506 2164,  JCuscaden@aol.com
CCSS Show:

Why not try entering a plant in the Show this year?  

There are two divisions: Novice (for those who have won no more than 20 blue ribbons in previous CCSS shows) and Open (for anyone).

Full rules and lists of trophies to be won will be available at the show but incase you want to start figuring out what to enter here is a list of the Judging Categories:

	Cacti:

(Individual potted specimens)

1. Ariocarpus

2. Obregonia, Strombocactus, Encephocarpus

3. Astrophytum

4. Aztekium, Pelecephora, Epithelantha

5. Copiapoa, Islaya, Eriosyce

6. Coryphantha

7. Escobaria, Gymnocactus, Neolloydia, Ortegocactus

8. Discocactus

9. Buiningia, Uebelmannia

10. Ferocactus, Hamatocactus

11. Echinocactus

12. Echinomastus

13. Echinocereus

14. Frailea, Blosfeldia, Mila

15. Thelocactus

16. Gymnocalyc ium

17. Lobivia, Echinopsis

18. Mammillaria single up to 6”

19. Mammillaria single over 6”

20. Mammillaria clusters up to 6”

21. Mammillaria clusters over 6”

22. Matucana, Submatucana, Oroya

23. Melocactus

24. Cereus type

25. Neochilenia, Neoporteria, Pyrrhocactus, Horridocactus

26. Notocactus, Malacocarpus, Wigginsia

27. Opuntia, Tephrocactus

28. Parodia

29. Rebutia, Sulcorebutia, Weinginsia

30. Turbinocarpus

31. Sclerocactus, Pediocactus

32. Epiphytic cacti

33. Any other genus

34. Crests

35. Monstrose

36. Variegated

Hardy cacti are restricted to Colorado Native Cacti – See full rules for list.

Succulents:

(Individual potted specimens)

51. Aeonium, Kalanchoe, Greenovia

52. Agave, Yucca

53. Aloe

54. Anacampseros


	55. Bursera, Pachycormus

56. Ficus, Bombax

57. Calibanus, Beaucarnea, Nolina, Dioscoria, Testudinaria

58. Curcurbitaceae

59. Cyphostemma, Cissus

60. Crassula

61. Cotyledon, Tylecodon

62. Adromischus

63. Echeveria

64. Euphorbia, medusa type

65. Euphorbia, stem type

66. Euphorbia, caudiciform

67. Euphorbia, other

68. Monadenium, Jatropha

69. Haworthia, Astroloba

70. Gasteria

71. Graptopetalum, Pachyphytum, Titus

72. Fouquieria, Idria

73. Pachypodium

74. Adenium, Adenia

75. Lithops

76. Conophytum

77. Other Mesembs.

78. Didiereaceae, Alluaudia

79. Stapelia, Caralluma, Huernia

80. Trichocaulon, Hoodia, Pseudolithos

81. Ascepiads – Fockea, Raphianacme, Brachystelma, etc.

82. Sedum, Dudleya, Sempervivum

83. Hoya, Senecio, Ceropegia, Othona

84. Sarcocaulon, Pelargonium

85. Sanseveria

86. Bromeliaceae – Dyckia, Hechtia

87. Cycads

88. Dorstenia

89. Any other genus

90. Crests

91. Monstrose

92. Variegated

Specialties:

201. Collections

202. Dish Gardens

203. Novelty Pots


A Four Corners Odyssey 

(Part four of many)

Tuesday, August 2

It’s becoming a routine...up early, eat breakfast (today at Denny’s), brush teeth, load van, and by 7:15 AM Sandra has us rounded up and headed northeast out of Moab on UT 128.  This super scenic serpentine highway is tucked between the Colorado River and towering red sandstone cliffs.

It’s not long before Dave directs Sandra into a BLM picnic spot.  Disembarking, the group scatters in search of cacti on the dry rocky hillsides near the van.  I try to stay fairly close to Dave Ferguson...hoping some of his knowledge and abilities for distinguishing among the various Opuntia species will rub off on me.  In addition to several nice specimens of E. triglochidiatus and S. parviflorus, we see four different Opunti:, trichophora, zuniensis, tortispina, and rhodantha.  After a brief interlude of cactus spotting, Sandra’s siren call has us all packed in the van and on our way.

After a few more miles we come to the turn into Castle Valley.  We leave the Colorado River and proceed uphill toward the north end of the La Sal Mountains.  At about the 7,100 foot elevation, we park and Dave directs our attention to a steep, rocky, densely vegetated hillside.  Our main objective at this stop is to see Pediocactus simpsonii.  After a bit of scrambling and cursing the nearly impenetrable vegetation, we manage to find a few Mountain Ball Cacti lurking among the rocks and hiding in the oak brush and pinyon-juniper forest.  A few O. rhodantha add little diversity to our cactus viewing.  

Continuing on up the highway, we top out at about 8,500 feet on the “divide” between the Colorado and Dolores Rivers.  Dave had planned a stop here to see more P. simpsonii and other plants.  As we approached the ‘top” I mentioned that we would be very close to some of the best dinosaur tracks that I’d ever seen.  Even though dinosaur tracks were not on the day’s agenda, the group’s enthusiasm for seeing these tracks prevailed.  I think everyone was quite impressed as they wandered along the same path that some large meat-eating theropod of the Late Jurassic Period had used millions of years ago.  Here we also wandered among modern day Mountain Ball Cacti.  The daily special...two attractions for the price of one.

Dave then directed Sandra downhill toward the Dolores River and town of Gateway.  Most participants on the tour were from areas with fairly moist climates.  They were attracted to one of the wet meadows in Beaver Basin, eagerly scampering about trying to identify plants that they might expect to find closer to their home territories.  

Back in the van and headed down John Brown Canyon, I nod off.  This is a road I’ve driven a number of times and mostly find quite dull, especially in terms of scenery and cacti.  It’s also an area with many unmarked roads punched in by past uranium miners and others.  I was awakened by the backing and forthing as Sandra turned the van around after briefly getting “lost” on one such spur road.  I must admit that in the past I’ve taken more than one wrong turn when driving through this very confusing area.

Back on the main road headed down John Brown Canyon we find a wide spot and stop long enough to devour our box lunches.  No cacti in the immediate vicinity of our lunch break.  However, a bit farther down canyon we do stop long enough to sample the Opuntia smorgasbord near the town of Gateway.  Here one can expect to find several species of Opuntia: polyacantha, phaeacantha, juniperiana, trichophora, tortispina and ‘rutila’.

At Gateway we turned onto CO 141 headed to Whitewater.  This highway traverses the length of Unaweep Canyon.  In addition to being highly scenic, this canyon is one of the most unusual and interesting in Colorado.  Instead of a single stream flowing the length of the canyon, there are two, one coming out of each end.  Geologists believe this fascinating canyon was originally carved by the ancestral Gunnison River.  However, the Uncompahgre Plateau uplifted faster than the Gunnison River could downcut and the Gunnison River was eventually diverted to Grand Junction where it joined the Colorado River.  The rock cliffs lining both sides of the canyon are a delightful mix of veined gray granites and banded red sandstones.

Part way through the canyon we make another brief stop to see Echinocereus triglochidiatus f. inermis, the “spineless hedgehog”.  Also occurring in this area are O. tortispina, phaeacantha and trichophora.  Dave mentioned that O. tortispina is quite abundant near the lower, east end of Unaweep Canyon.

Well in advance of the Four Corners Tour, Bobbie Irwin had suggested to CSSA that the Chinle sponsored C&S Gardens in Grand Junction might be of interest to those on the tour.  Dave Ferguson and I had exchanged several 

e-mail notes about possible sites to visit in the Grand junction area.  As a result of these communications, the Demonstration Garden at the Mesa County Fairgrounds was our next stop.  I think everyone enjoyed and was impressed by our little garden.  I stuck real close to Dave as he toured around the garden with the plant list in hand.  He was able to correct the names we had attached to several of the prickly pears.


Our last cactus spotting stop of the day was another suggestion I’d previously offered to Dave.  It’s the spot many CCSS members have accompanied me on in the past, the site near the Gunnison River on the road leading to Escalante Canyon.  Here we viewed Sclerocactus glaucus, Escobaria missouriensis for the first time on the tour.  We also saw E. triglochidiatus, O. tortispina, O. zuniensis, O. rhodantha, and O. “rutila”.

From here Sandra drove directly to Montrose and delivered us to the Best Western Red Arrow Motor Inn.  A bit later we all went to the Backwoods Inn for a group dinner.
Some of the plants seen this day:


Echinocereus. triglochidiatus and f. inermis

Sclerocactus. glaucus


Pediocactus. simpsonii


Echinocereus. missouriensis


Opuntia. tortispina 


O. trichophora 


O. rhodantha 


O. zuniensis


O. cymochila 


O. “rutila” 


O. gilvescens 


O. phaeacantha  




O. poly. v. trichophora


O. juniperiana


O. polyacantha


Sclerocactus. parviflorus 

To be continued………….

--Don Campbell 

Haworthia Cultivation (Part One)

Haworthias will grow under many different conditions, but they grow best if given lots of light, with water at the appropriate time.  One overall formula as to when to water, how to water, what soil to use, and when to fertilize, will not work.  Where you grow your Haworthias will determine how you approach these issues.  For example: Haworthias grown on a windowsill in Moscow will require a different treatment compared to those grown in a greenhouse in Tucson.  All is not lost however, because as you dig deeper and look at what the plants need and then take into consideration your local conditions, you will grow beautiful Haworthias.  

Choosing a pot for your Haworthia

Let’s start with the pot.  Use a terra-cotta clay pot if you live in a colder wet climate and a plastic pot if your area is hot and dry.  The unfired terra-cotta clay will breathe and allow moisture to escape more easily in a wet climate, while the plastic will preserve the moisture for the plant’s roots in a dry climate.  The idea is to create an environment for your Haworthia that will allow the plant to dry out after it has been watered, as remaining wet for too long can cause root rot, especially during periods of dormancy.  Pot size is important here also.  If your world is cool and wet, an undersized pot will dry more quickly than a larger size, and that is good.  However, if you grow in a hot dry climate, it may make more sense to pot in larger pots that dry more slowly.  Some growers plant in very large pots and simply put a bunch of plants in large pots and even in trays, taking up about the same space per plant as smaller pots would.

Soil Selection

There are several rules that should be followed here.  The soil should be free draining, meaning that it is porous.  This can be accomplished by making a potting soil using as a component materials such as; perlite, pea sized pumice, or even pea gravel.   The trick is to produce a soil that has some organic matter, but not so much that it becomes water logged and rots your plants.  I use 1/3 pumice (pea sized) 1/3 perlite, and 1/3 potting soil, which consists mostly of leaf litter.  This works if I am careful not to water when I expect an extended cold or cloudy period.  The soil, and its moisture holding capacity, must be considered when watering.  A lot of water on a hot summer day with many more hot days in the forecast is probably necessary, while even a little watering during a very cold damp time, might be too much.  

Putting your Haworthia in a Pot

Plug the hole in the bottom of the pot with a layer of porous paper towel.  It will decompose in a year or two, by the time the roots are holding the soil firmly in the pot.  Hold the Haworthia with one hand and place soil into the pot around the Haworthia.  Place the soil loosely around the roots and then pack it down by striking on the side and by gently packing around the plant until the soil is firm and the Haworthia is comfortably potted.  I try to leave a 1/2" to 1/4" of pot rim so water will not overflow too easily. 

I next use a top dressing, but it is not required.  Top dressing is a layer of stones or gravel that gives the soil a nice appearance.  Its advantages are the obvious aesthetic one, but a good layer of rock will, if properly applied, keep the plant away from the wet soil preventing rot.  It will also form a barrier that discourages fungus gnats from laying their eggs in the wet soil, more on fungus gnats later.  The disadvantage of a top dressing is that it becomes more difficult to determine how wet the soil is if it is protected by a layer of rock.  Getting to know the weight of a wet pot and a dry pot is a good trick that will help get around this problem, as will the use of a stick to probe the soil to test it for wetness.

Light for your Haworthia

Light is in short supply, and I often see fat, green, elongated Haworthias that are distorted beyond recognition by low light levels.  However some growers just prefer the big green soft Haworthias that are a result of growing in low light.  If this is the case with you, it will work most of the time with most of the Haworthias, but, in my opinion, will result in a great deal of sameness.  In some cases it is hard to give your Haworthia too much light.  The exception here is a newly acquired tender plant that needs to harden up.  To put a plant in direct sunlight that has never seen the sun will cause fatal sunburn.  If you place your Haworthias in the brightest indirect sunlight you have, you will grow very nice looking plants.  Although some species will thrive in a more shaded environment.  For growing, a greenhouse is ideal, otherwise choose a sunny South facing window, then an East or West facing window. Save your North windows for ferns. If a South facing window has a tremendous amount of sunlight, slow acclimate your new plants by placing several layers of a thin lacy cloth or a thin paper towel between the plant and the sun. Then slowly remove a layer at a time at three week intervals to allow the plant to adjust to the hot sun.  Also remember that a plant in the windowsill is partially protected from the suns ultraviolet rays by the glass, taking a windowsill or greenhouse plant and placing it in the direct bright outdoor sunlight, for even a few minutes could burn the plant so it is disfigured for years.  I recommend that any move to the outside in the summer be under the shade of a tree.  If you must put your plant directly in the sun, do it very gradually, just as you would treat yourself when acquiring a suntan in the spring.  If you are blessed with skin that does not burn, ask one of your pale friends for advice.

Watering your Haworthia

This is actually much easier than you might think. Here is my rule: "Water when dry, then don’t water until the soil is approaching dryness again." When you water your Haworthia, go ahead and water it until water flows out the pot’s bottom hole. Then do not water again until the soil is dry.  After awhile you can tell by the pot’s weight, but the best way to tell if watering is needed is to dig your finger or a pencil into the soil down a few inches and see if the soil is damp.

This method works very well because if you water your Haworthia and then a wet cloudy weather system sets in, it might not require watering for 4 to 6 weeks.  However, in the summer, with lots of sunshine, a twice weekly watering might be required.  The only caveat here is to be careful during cold wet winters, as a dead plant from rot can occur in days, while a dead plant from lack of water takes months and months and can be revived until the very end (my definition of dead: does not revive!)  When in doubt, don’t water.

Fertilization of Haworthias

If you repot every few years (highly recommended) it is actually not necessary to fertilize at all!  Your plants will grow more slowly, but no harm will be done.  For optimum growth, fertilization is a good idea.  However, the rule here is to fertilize only with a dilute fertilizer, and only when the Haworthias are in active growth, such as the spring and in the fall.  I fertilize with a 1/4 strength solution of 20-20-20 (nitrogen-phosphorus-potassium).  The directions state that one teaspoon should be dissolved in one gallon of water, so I water with 1/4 tsp per gallon of water.  Applying too much fertilizer will encourage too much foliage growth, producing grotesque plants.  In the extreme, too much fertilizer will kill your Haworthias.   Go easy on the fertilizer, and when in doubt don't fertilize.

(To be continued………..)
-- David Martin






Points of Interest

Dominique Bayne


2492 Jay Street, 

Edgewater, CO  80214


CCSS Officers:�


President, Marc Wilson


Marcwilson2@comcast.net, 303 799 9058





Chinle President, Reed Irwin


Irwin@rmi.net, 970 249 2981





First Vice President, Programs, Dave Martin


dave@haworthia.com, 303 422 9143





Second Vice President, Newsletter, Dominique Bayne


bayned@botanicgardens.org or dominiquebayne@hotmail.com


720 937 6766





Third Vice President, Show & Sale, Jim Cuscaden


Jcuscaden@aol.com, 303 659 8428


Secretary, Tim Heine - Heine.Tim@principal.com 


Treasurer, Bob Vick


� HYPERLINK mailto:bvickr@msn.com ��bvickr@msn.com�, 303 697 0954


Member-at-Large, Margo Verkutis


verkutis@comcast.net, 303 979 4654





Special Assignments:


Historian, Don Sweitzer





Webmaster, Scot Hume


Scot_hume@yahoo.com





March Reminders:





March Front Range Meeting – March 14th at 7.30pm – see page 7


March Chinle Meeting – March 9th at 6.30pm - see page 7 


2006 Show and Sale Dates – March 25th and 26th – see pages 2 &3


4 Corners Spring Tour – April 20th through 24th


Membership Renewal Due  - See page 1.


Photos Needed for Book – See page 5.


Please submit any newsletter information for the May newsletter by the 15th of April to Dominiquebayne@hotmail.com or bayned @botanic gardens.org








Front Range March Meeting:


Oldies but goodies:





We will see a selection of Roger Smith’s wonderful photos of the “old favorites”.  These are cacti that have passed the test of time and have found a place in most of our collections at one time or another.





Time:   7.30PM


Date: Tuesday March 14th


Location: Denver Botanic Gardens - Waring House (South of the main entrance on York Street)


 


-- Dave Martin, Programs


























Lakewood Arts Council Garden Tours:





Every year, the Lakewood Arts Council sponsors a garden tour.  The tour features gardens of all kinds located primarily in the west area - Lakewood, Golden, Morrison, Wheat Ridge, Edgewater.  This has become a much-anticipated, highly successful event, it is well-organized and includes a sensitive approach to respecting the gardener's yards. The event is held in late June, and includes a luncheon at the Arts Council's South Union Gallery in Lakewood.





They are currently looking for new gardens to include on this year's tour.  Anyone interested in being included in the 2006 tour can contact Kathy Berls at � HYPERLINK "mailto:kathyberls@hotmail.com" \o "mailto:kathyberls@hotmail.com" �kathyberls@hotmail.com�





The Lakewood Arts Council is a non-profit arts organization serving Jefferson County.  They have been in existence for 18 years and provide over 50 different events to the citizens each year – including visual arts exhibits, a concert series, guest speaker luncheons, classes & workshops, and special events.








Chinle News





February Meeting


At its February meeting, the Chinle Chapter enjoyed an engrossing presentation by Panayoti Kelaidis who was in town to speak at Landscapes West. Speaking on "Hardy Succulents, a Denver Perspective," Panayoti took us on a narrated slide tour of South Africa, Denver Botanic Gardens, and his own succulent gardens. It was extremely interesting to the membership to have him relate the various species which he has introduced to Colorado gardens and which are proving to be hardy in our growing zones.





In other business, Kathleen McGinley handed out gardening day schedules. All of our members are asked to set aside as many of the dates as possible to help maintain our demonstration gardens at the CSU Extension and the Western Colorado Botanical Garden. The gardens were started with membership approval with the understanding that it would be up to the members to maintain them. They represent our commitment to the community, and they need the help and attention of all of us.





Don Campbell and Nancy Glover gave an update to the membership about the Four Corners Cactus Field Trip which starts April 20. Call Don at 245-5088 to sign up.





Gardening Days


Mark your calendars! The first of 15 Chinle Chapter Gardening Days have been announced. Meet Saturday, March 18 at 9:00 a.m. at the Extension garden to begin bringing it out of its winter doldrums. Then, we'll proceed to the Botanical Garden for more of the same. Also, Wednesday, April 5 and Saturday April 15 are on the schedule for more maintenance starting at 9:00 a.m. at the Extension garden. The Gardening Days are great opportunities to socialize with fellow members, learn about the various cacti and succulents that are hardy here, and to get ideas for landscaping your own gardens. We need all members to participate in this Chapter undertaking, so please plan now to attend.





March Meeting


Join your fellow Chapter members at the regular monthly meeting at 6:30 p.m. March 9 in the Community Room at Mesa Mall. The program will be presented by Dave Kennedy. He will narrate a slide show that depicts a trip he and Judy took to the desert north of Mesquite, Nevada, over a long weekend after Thanksgiving.  


Don Campbell will be on hand to impart tips and techniques for showing prize winning plants at the Show and Sale.





-- Dave Kennedy, Chinle Editor








Presidential Thoughts





There are so many ways you can enjoy and contribute to the annual Show & Sale.  Volunteer your time, your expertise and your enthusiasm on 3/25 and 3/26 and you'll find you'll be paid back in spades.  Give a little and get a lot. That's what I say and that's exactly what I've experienced myself.  


 


All members are welcome to attend our Board Meeting on Saturday 3/25 from 5:00 to 6:00 in classroom A of Mitchell Hall.  The Board meets once per quarter and they're open to all members.  In this meeting we'll be looking for suggestions to improve the S&S as well as a few other business items.  So if you have suggestions, want to participate in our decision process or learn more about the Board, come join us.


 


See everyone there!


 


-- Marc Wilson, President





See pages 2 & 3 for full details of the 2006 Annual Show & Sale.





Member Grant Awarded





A member grant of $1000 was awarded to CCSS member Dan Johnson for his trip to South Africa.  The grant was awarded on the conditions that Dan provides the following for CCSS:





1) A presentation on his trip at a CCSS monthly meeting.


2) An article about his trip for POI


3) Inclusion of his personal garden in the summer garden tour





Dan has been a CCSS member for many years as well as being the Curator of Native Plants at Denver Botanic Gardens.  DBG is paying for his time but he is covering all other costs himself.





We will leave most of the details for Dan to fill in with his presentation and newsletter article but the regions he is going to are great areas for seeing many Mesembs including: Aloinopsis, Chasmatophytum, Faucaria, Stomatium, Nananthus, Hereroa, Malephora and Ruschia as well as Aloe, Crassula, Stapelia and Euphorbia 





Congratulations Dan!





Front Range News





The Front Range chapter held their regular February meeting at the Waring House on Tuesday Feb. 14th.  Attendance was pretty good considering it was also Valentine's Day.  I'm not sure what that says about those in attendance, at least they love cacti.  





Almost everyone went home with a door prize including Dave Martin who ended up with the "mystery" Valentine's surprise (not to be opened until after Valentine's day-what was in that bag Dave?). 





Marc kicked off the meeting by asking for a few more volunteers to help run the CCSS booth at Echters.  Jim Cuscaden gave a short & sweet report on the upcoming Show & Sale.  His main thrust is for all of us to continue collecting beer flats and that member volunteerism will mean a successful Show & Sale.  Harriet Olds handed out Show & Sale flyers and coupons.





The highlight of the night was our guest speaker Don Campbell's slide show highlighting his recent cacti hunting trip in the Four Corners region.  Thank you Don for a great presentation and for filling us in on what "UFO" really stands for.


-- Tim Heine, Secretary








The 11th Biennial Mid-States Stick Together





The 11th Biennial Mid-States Conference Stick Together will be hosted by the Central Oklahoma Cactus & Succulent Society and the Cactus & Succulent Society of Tulsa in Oklahoma City on June 15th – 18th 2006 at the Clarion Meridian Hotel and convention Center.  


Go to:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.midstatesconference.org" ��www.midstatesconference.org� for more information.





Don’t forget to visit the CCSS website and message board at:





http://www.ccss-online.org








Photo Request:





CCSS has been making steady progress on developing a “Guide for Colorado Cacti”.  Below is a list of photographs we still need to get ready for printing.  We want the finest quality pictures we can achieve and therefore even pictures in the second list are still needed if you have good ones.





Does anyone have excellent pictures of these plants already? 


Is anyone willing to make it their spring or summer mission to help us get them?





Plants WITHOUT ADEQUATE PHOTOS for the Guide Book of Colorado Cacti - - January 27, 2006





Cylindropuntia imbricata East Slope 


Echinocereus. coccineus East Slope


E. reichenbachii East Slope


E. triglochidiatus


var. triglochidiatus East Slope


Opuntia. fragilis East & West Slopes


O. polyacantha


var. hystricina West Slope


var. juniperina West Slope


var. rhodantha West Slope


O. debreczyi West Slope


O. macrorhiza Both Slopes


O. phaeacantha 


var. phaeacantha East & West Slopes





Plants WITH ADEQUATE PHOTOS for the Guide Book of Colorado Cacti - - January 27, 2006 





Cylindropuntia. whipplei 


Echinocereus. triglochidiatus 


var. mojavensis 


f. inermis 


E. fendleri 


E. viridiflorus 


Escobaria. vivipara 


E. missouriensis 


Opuntia. polyacantha


var. polyacantha 


O. cymochilla 


O. tortispina 


Pediocactus. simpsonii 


P. knowltonii 


Sclerocactus. mesa-verde 


S. glaucus 


S. cloveriae 


S. parviflorus 





If you can help please contact Marc Wilson: 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Marcwilson2@comcast.net" ��Marcwilson2@comcast.net�


303 799 9058





MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL REMINDER TO ALL CCSS FRONT RANGE MEMBERS





2006 dues need to be paid ASAP 


Single membership is $10.00


Family membership is $15.00








Please remit to:	Margo Verkutis


5120 West Rowland Ave.


			Littleton, CO 80128





Make checks payable to CCSS.  Please include your address, phone numbers, and e-mail address.  This information will allow me to correct any misinformation/errors I may now have.





								-- Margo Verkutis, Member at Large











Page 1
Page 2
Page 2


