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Cacti of the Trans-Pecos---25 years of Exploration

By the late 1970’s, enough was known to envision a monograph (Book) on the cacti of the Texas Big Bend Region.  Clearly, this was a big undertaking but we found that it would be a much more extensive project than first thought.  
Mike Powell and I began by accumulating all of the publications we could find that were relevant to cacti in Southwestern Deserts.  As you can imagine, herbarium specimens of cacti (dried sections of cacti glued to thick paper) were not in abundance.  Herbarium specimens served as permanent records of cacti with location and other important information.  Luckily, the Sul Ross State University Herbarium (3rd largest in Texas) gave us a good start.  We also traveled to or borrowed specimens from a number of other herbaria.  I also had the chance to examine some of the original west-Texas George Engelmann collections from the 1850’s at the Missouri Botanical Gardens.  As a side note, the MBG even have a collection of plants from Charles Darwin’s Voyage of the Beagle.  We also contacted people who had worked in the region such as Dave Ferguson, Donald Pinkava and Allan Zimmerman among others. 
We quickly learned that the most important single thing we needed to do was extensive field work.  Defining species and varieties at a population level was of utmost importance.  Understanding the variability was difficult, especially when hybridization and other genetic factors were prevalent.  There were few extensive collections/information on any of the species of the area but at least Margery Anthony, Del Weniger and Lyman Benson and several others had begun to delineate the complex groups of cacti.  The field work began to pay off, especially as Mike Powell, myself and other students brought plants back to the University to plant around the greenhouses and in a field plot.  This allowed first-hand comparisons between populations of species/varieties and their growth characteristics, flowers, fruits, seeds etc.  This also allowed easier chromosome and chemical analysis.  The hundreds of cactus collections in the field plot, an extensive university garden, herbarium and collections in the greenhouse at the Chihuahuan Desert Research Institute in Ft. Davis, Texas make this one of the most active cactus education and research areas in the world. 

Dr. Mike Powell, as senior author, assembled the “mountains of information” in an organized and usable manner over several years sending initial reviews to several scientists.  Texas Tech University Press agreed to publish the Book and coordinate fund raising (primarily for the color photos).  TTUP also enlisted extensive reviews from five other scientists working in this or related fields.  With the aid of organizations such as the Colorado Cactus & Succulent Society and others, the Book was published.  A condensed Field Guide will be in preparation shortly to complement this first, more technical version.  
As an interesting footnote, we received a call from the above mentioned Margery Anthony who published two very important papers (in the 1950’s) that laid the foundation for all future Cactus research in the Trans-Pecos.  She is now 82 years old and retired from Chico State College in California.  As with all scientific work, she as well as we are pleased to be part of a continuing legacy to all future endeavors.

-- Part four in a series of four by Jim Weedin
New Club Computer Bulletin Board

Guess what?  The club has a brand new computer bulletin board dedicated to plant activities and the love of cactus and succulents.  These message boards have been used for years by people with similar interests to ask questions and discuss different planting techniques.  If you’re a beginner, this might be the perfect place to ask the experts questions about growing a specific plant or even which plant will grow the best.  As an expert, you can help pass on some of you knowledge but totally on your own time.  

Using the board is really simple.  Just use the menu option on the left side of our opening page at www.ccss-online.org or go there directly by entering http://www.ccss-online.org/phpBB2/ .  You will be taken right to the bulletin board and can view the different topics as a visitor.  The trick is to join right in and start sending stuff.  To do this, you must register by picking a user name.  You can be yourself or enter as anonymous as you choose.  Join in and start sharing your ideas.  

I know there are a lot of you who will be interested in the mechanics.  So we are running the phpBB Bulletin Board software with a MySQL database server behind it on a Sun Sparc hardware using Solaris 10.  

I will see you out on the new board.  I bet Steve can give any of us a lesson in how to grow indoor plants outside.

--Scot Hume

2005 – Show and Sale 

- A Brief Look Back to a Plant Crazy Weekend
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2005 CCSS Show Beautifies Gates Hall

The Colorado Cactus and Succulent Society’s 2005 Show showcased some of the finest plants and offered the public an opportunity to admire the horticultural expertise of the show participants. Twenty-seven participants entered over 160 plants in the show. These participants, the judges, and volunteers are responsible for the continuing success of this annual event. This year Woody Minnich, Trevor Wray, and Joyce Bateman-Hochtritt judged the Open Division and the Novice Division judges were Kay Rodman, Lee Phelps, and Lowilla Wilson. The public, CCSS members, and the judges always enjoy this annual showcase, because it offers an opportunity to view many unusual specimens from the cactus and succulent world. As in the past, this year demonstrated the dedication people have to the culture of cacti and succulents.

The success of this year’s show is also directly related to the outstanding efforts contributed by many individuals. Don Campbell and Ian O’Dougherty did an excellent job clerking the show. Cheryl Porter, Dana Such, Mary Anne Sewell, and Phil Monreal ensured that the show was set up and all of the plants were properly placed for Saturday’s judging and public opening. Finally, thanks to the many other members that provided assistance setting up and cleaning up

--Joe McCleary, 




2005 Show & Sale

THANK YOU! To All Who Helped



Wildflowers Anyone?

I recently returned from a trip to California to see the wildflowers. This trip, apart from being incredible in itself, really inspired me.  I realized how much I enjoy seeing plants in their natural habitat.  It really is the best way to understand what the plants need in cultivation and somehow they are just a little more beautiful for finding them in the wild.  I find I am far more likely to remember a plant I found in the wild than if I just read about it or see it in a garden.  There is so much more to trigger my memory – the setting, the other plants around it, and of course that feeling of excitement attained from successfully identifying it.  

I resolved to spend more time looking at plants closer to home this year.  I had previously been too intimidated. I thought I needed to know what everything was before I went out, and that I would have to hike for miles carrying an entire library of books in order to just identify one plant.  This year I am already proving how wrong I was.  With just a couple of hours to spare, a camera, notebook and one good plant book I have already learned much about our local flora – or at least more than I knew before. 

A couple of weeks ago Mike Kintgen (also a CCSS member) and I went down to Chatfield State park to see what was blooming.  We were lucky enough to see some Lesquerella  and Erigeron compositus in bloom even though it was early in the season.  As to cacti and succulents, we saw the ubiquitous Yucca glauca – this is one of my favorite local plants.  I guess to people who have lived here all their lives it may appear boring, but from my perspective as a foreigner it is still an exciting plant.  We also saw some Opuntia polyacantha and eventually stumbled on some Coryphantha vivipara.

A couple of days later on a cold blustery afternoon Panayoti Kelaidis offered to take me and Mike to see  Townsendia  blooming in Boulder.   We met at Steve Miles’s house and so got a chance to view his inspiring garden and also talked Steve into joining us (does four CCSS member looking at plants count as an impromptu meeting?).  Our destination was a shale outcrop where Physaria bellii grows.  This plant is endemic to these type of shale habitats so it was exciting to see it in full bloom along with the Townsendia. There was also plenty of Opuntia phaeacantha, which is easy to identify with is brown tipped spines.  I recently went back to this same location, this time in better weather, equipped with a book to help me identify some more plants & see what had changed in the couple of weeks since I had been there. Oxytropis sericea was in full bloom (showy enough to make me pull off the road rather quickly as I “just had to see what it was”) along with a couple of Astragalus and the Thermopsis was just starting too.

Yesterday in realizing the deadline was up for this month’s POI & having been told that Pediocactus simpsonii was in bloom in the foothills I raced up to Boulder again to see if I could find any.  Now if I was being logical I would have gone to locations where I have seen them before, but that would be too easy.  Instead I went to Chautauqua Open Space Park. I hiked for a couple of hours and failed to find any.  I guess I should be disappointed, but I just can’t be.  The trip was worth it just to see the Claytonia rosea in full bloom.  Claytonia  are in the Portulacaceae family and so are closely related to many succulents.  I also found saw a lot of Opuntia macrorhiza and of course other wildflowers.  I guess I have to admit I am kind of glad I did not find the Pediocactus this time as it means I might just have to try again next weekend. 

My reason for writing this?  Many of you may suspect I was just short on material to publish this month, but really I want to encourage more people to get out & see plants in the wild.  Whether you want to record and identify everything you see or you just want to take a stroll & see the flowers, it is a very rewarding occupation.  The Pediocactus are the first of the cacti start blooming, soon the Coryphantha , Echinocereus, and Opuntia will follow.  I also am sure that if you are interested in cacti and succulents you are probably interested in other plants, and so I am sure the other wildflowers will be every bit as exciting to you as you visit them in their homes.

--Dominique Bayne













Points of Interest

Dominique Bayne


4530 West 30th Avenue 

Denver, CO  80212


CCSS Officers:�


President, Marc Wilson


Marcwilson2@comcast.net, 303 799 9058





Chinle President, Reed Irwin


Irwin@rmi.net, 970 249 2981





First Vice President, Programs, Dave Martin


dave@haworthia.com, 303 422 9143





Second Vice President, Newsletter, Dominique Bayne


bayned@botanicgardens.org or dom@instantfortress.co.uk


303 386 3360





Third Vice President, Show & Sale,Ken Sipsey


ksipsey@champmail.com, 303 987 2911


Secretary, Pam Story


pvstory2@aol.com, 303 979 8171


Treasurer, Bob Vick


� HYPERLINK mailto:bvickr@msn.com ��bvickr@msn.com�, 303 697 0954


Member-at-Large, Margo Verkutis


verkutis@comcast.net, 303 979 4654





Special Assignments:





Historian, Don Sweitzer





Webmaster, Scot Hume


Scot_hume@yahoo.com





May Reminders:





May Front Range meeting – May 10th, 7.30pm - Dr. Gerald Barad  will talk on "Stapeliads, orchids of the Succulent World  - page 7





CCSS & Chinle Chapter Field Trip – May 20th – 23rd contact Don Campbell for more information - phone: 970-245-5088 or e-mail: campbelldoni@aol.com





Membership renewal was due by the end of March! – page 4





Please submit any newsletter information for the June newsletter by the 15th of May














Many Thanks, Much Fun





We are indebted to the energy, enthusiasm and foresight of our club volunteers who arranged and managed the 2005 Show & Sale!  One estimate suggests 30 club members contributed their time to help put this wonderful event on for the public and all of us.  





Our first mention of appreciation goes to our S&S Chairman, Ken Sipsey, who simply decided last year after enjoying helping out at the S&S that he would take the lead role for 2005.  We owe him much gratitude for his charitable resolve.  Next we think of the leaders of the various S&S activities like; 1) the experienced hand of Joe McCleary in the Show area, 2) HV and Kay Rodman smoothly managing the Sale Floor, 3) Don Campbell organizing and implementing the Workshops both days (and inviting Trevor Wray from the Northampton and Milton Keynes Branch of the British Cactus & Succulent Society), 4) Margo Verkutis’ return to managing the food service and keeping the volunteers going in the off hours with pretzels and even offering pickled herring as a lunch time diversion, 5) Bob Vick as Show treasurer and cash register guide and finally, 6) the heroics of J.T. Powell serving up beautiful potted plants for beginners and experts alike.





Then our thoughts go to all those members who were devoted to their stations for long periods of time and helping those leaders perform so well; 1) Dana Such and Cheryl Potter on the Show Floor, 2) Scot Carnanhan, Doug Chase and Eileen Feerman (who signed up as new member that day!) on the potting table, 3) Dave and Judy Kennedy, Paul and Mary Martin, Kathleen McGinley, Diane Carnahan and Suzanne McNamarra plus a host of others covering the cash registers, 4) Bobby and Reed Irwin supporting the floor, and 5) Don Sweitzer, Cal Wicherin, Sharon Cuscaden, Roswitha Moering and others helping in the kitchen.





In addition to all the other people I can’t name who filled in with wide variety of tasks (my apologies in advance if your name was missed here!), we must share our appreciation for the dedicated Chinle Chapter group who worked continuously in all three days; Chris and Carol Christsleib, Winton Brophy, Kathleen McGinley, Paul and Mary Martin, Reed and Bobbie Irwin and Don Campbell.





While all these folks were supporting the S&S, they were also having a great time.  One measure of their enjoyment was the $2000 worth of plants purchased over the weekend using their member discounts; a $5000 retail value.





			--Marc Wilson, President








Club Members Offer Classes This Summer


 


The latest Denver Botanical Gardens Continuing Education Course Catalogue has three of our members giving a class this year:





Harriett Olds has a class on May26, June 2,16,23 & July 7 titled “Cactus in Mixed Media”.  





Dominique Bayne is teaching on June 5th and her class is entitled “Succulent Hanging Basket”. 





Finally, Joan and Michael Roses are presenting a class titled “Repotting for Potted Plant Vitality” on June 23.


 


You may want to support your friends and learn something new!





Also if you enjoyed Rod Haenni’s talk in April check out his class entitled Hardy Cacti & Succulents on June 2nd, 4th & 6th.





Thank you to the Chefs!





I hope everyone enjoyed our recent Show and Sale.  I know that I constantly look forward to it, long before it happens.


"Food coordinator" was my job.  I was responsible to ensure that all the vendors and volunteers had sufficient beverages, snacks and meals to sustain us for the three days of work.  MY UNCONDITIONAL GRATITUDE AND THANKS to all who assisted me by providing and preparing food, serving and doing kitchen duty including final clean-up. My very loyal helpers were burdened with long hours, and overwork beyond the call of duty.  We certainly needed much more help than we had, and hopefully next year more members will chip in and help.


THANK YOU.


--Margo Verkutis








2005 Show & Sale Member Feedback





On Tuesday, April 12th we asked members at the monthly Society meeting in Denver for their feedback on the Show & Sale.  Skipping the one-off suggestions, here were their responses and the number of incidents for each:





Best Parts of the Show & Sale


Plant Selection - 6


Show plants - 3


Prices - 2


Volunteers – 2


Vendors – 2





Most needing improvement


Advertising – 5


Food – 4


Greater direction for volunteers – 3


Better organization - 2


More hardy plants – 2


More Show entries – 2


Lighting - 2





So it appears the plants stole the show (duh)!  Our members want to see improvements in the key areas of advertising, food and organization/communication.  Thanks for your valuable feedback!! 





This helps your Board prioritize our improvements for next year.  We’ve started the basic process of documenting all phases of the Show & Sale to improve overall organization and effectiveness.  A little improvement each year should help us make great strides over time.  Thanks for your assistance this year and next!.





--Marc Wilson, President





How Do We Measure Show & Sale Success?


 


Another great Cactus and Succulent Show & Sale was delivered to the state of Colorado in the first weekend of April.  We seemed to have more volunteers than normal and the set up on Friday went like clockwork - plenty of time for eager club members to eye the plants they wanted to add to their collections.  


 


Saturday was consistently busy minus the normal “crush” periods we've seen in previous years.  Overall it delivered the average revenue we'd normally expect for a Saturday.  So that, too, went smoothly.  Sunday was very atypical in that the morning seemed very quiet (people sleeping in from Daylight Savings Time?) and then we saw an energetic and continuous flow of people throughout that afternoon right up to and past the 5:00 PM closing.   This led to an unexpected late night clean up, leaving a few hardy souls to tie together all the remaining loose ends.





Bob Vick has the financials but suffice it to say we had less revenue than in recent years, yet met one of our key goals to improve the profits.  Our attendance was 2400 people over the weekend.  We had 12 folks from the Western Slope spend the whole weekend working with us.  We had a wonderful (some would say improved) selection of unusual and classic plants.  Our Show was about the same size with some of the old familiar and beautiful specimens we look forward to seeing each year with quite a few new people participating in the Show as well.  Many potted plants were prepared by our master volunteer members, proudly leading their new owners back to their cars, ready to brighten their homes.





Of all the ways we might measure the event, the one that works best for me was the look on peoples’ faces from the surprise at finding a new plant that “spoke” to them, the glee at winning one of the hourly plant give-aways, or the walk to the car with a pop flat filled to the sides with healthy and unusual plants.  For me, personally, it was buying two little boys and two little girls each a plant from the $1.20 table.  That was worth the $4.80, even before my member discount!





All in all, I think our club did well and we’ve learned how to make it better again next year.  Thanks to all those who volunteered their time.  We’ll see you again at the 2006 CCSS Show & Sale!





--Marc Wilson, President





NOVICE DIVISION


Best Cactus	Reed Irwin	Cylindropuntia whipplei


Best Succulent	Carl Campbell	Euphorbia cylindrifolia 'tuberifera'


Best of Show	Scott Preusser	Aloe dorothea


Sweepstakes	Don Campbell	25 points





OPEN DIVISION


Best Cactus		Dana Such	Uebelmannia pectinifera


Best Succulent		Dana Such	Haworthia truncata


Best of Show		Don Campbell	Dioscorea elephantipes


Sweepstakes		Don Campbell	57 points





JUDGE’S OUTSTANDING


Lee Phelps		Brad Johnson	Adromischus marianiae


Lowilla Wilson		Norah Otto	Nuernia nouhugsii


Kay Rodman		Don Campbell	Adenium obesum


Woody Minnich		Don Campbell	Echinocereus rigidissimus


Trevor Wray		Don Campbell	Euphorbia cap-saintmariensis


Joyce Bateman-Hochtritt	Dana Such	Conophytum nevelii





PEOPLES CHOICE (tie) 


Dana Such 		Mammillaria spinosissima


Don Campbell		Aeonium arboreum monstrose





TRAVELING TROPHIES


Jim Sykes Trophy:  Best Cactus – Hobbyist	


Dana Such	Uebelmannia pectinifera





Jerry Socher Trophy:  Best Winter Hardy Cactus	


Reed Irwin			Cylindropuntia whipplei





Heacock Trophy: Best Haworthia		


Dana Such			Haworthia truncata





CCSS Best of Show				


Don Campbell		Dioscorea elephantipes	











POI by email?








Do you have regular access to email?  If so perhaps you would consider receiving your copy of POI by email.  


The benefits are as follows:





Receive your copy of POI about 5 days earlier than by mail.


Save paper


Save the club money both in postage and in printing costs - approximately $1.30 per issue.





It really would help the club if you would consider this option!  If you try it for a couple of months and do not like it you can always switch back to paper copies.





If you are interested then please email David Martin at � HYPERLINK "mailto:dave@haworthia.com" ��dave@haworthia.com�.





CCSS Best of Show Winner 2005  - photo by Sam Bissell





Don’t forget to visit the CCSS website at:





http://www.ccss-online.org





Some of the 2005 Winners – photo by Sam Bissell





Show and Sale - Lost and Found





If not claimed before the next meeting the following will be distributed to members.





1 light jacket (brown)


2 trays of member sale plants, mostly aloes


1 book - What to do with your life.


 


Call Ken Sipsey 303-987-2911








Chinle Chapter News��Don Campbell's March 10 presentation for the Chinle Chapter monthly meeting gave us a nice preview of some of the plants he took to Denver for the CCSS sale. His timely tips for preparing show plants provided help and inspiration for those of us who planned to enter the CCSS show, as well as anyone who wants to keep their houseplants looking their best.��Eleven Chinle Chapter members attended the annual Show & Sale in Denver and donated many hours of time helping set up the sale and assisting customers. Several stayed to help with the final inventory and take-down operation. Most who attended also entered one or more plants in the show, and everyone took home at least one nice ribbon for the effort--not to mention the trophies and HUGE ribbons that Don Campbell and Reed Irwin won this time around!  Numerous spiny souvenirs also went home with the Western Slope cactophiles.��Don Campbell will present another of his popular slide programs at the April 14 meeting of the Chinle Chapter, at the Mesa Mall Community Room in Grand Junction. He'll tell us about some of the tiny cacti native to the Colorado Plateau. Plans for weeding "parties" and our annual outdoor recruitment session at the Extension demo gardens in May are on the agenda. A number of members also look forward to Don's field trip to southeastern Nevada and southwestern Utah May 20-23.��--Bobbie Irwin, Chinle Chapter Newsletter Editor








Front Range News





Even with the competition of the excitement generated by the approaching show and sale show and sale, Rod Haenni’s talk on hardy cacti & succulents was a big hit.  Rod talked about many plants which are underused and also about some of the new Echinocereus hybrids becoming more available.   Hopefully many people were inspired to buy some more hardy succulents to try in their gardens.





Also at last month’s meeting Jim Weedin presented CCSS with a copy of his & Michael Powell’s book “Cacti of the Trans-Pecos and Adjacent Areas”.  Thanks Jim!





--Your secretary





May 10th Meeting:


The speaker at the May 10th Denver CCSS meeting is Dr. Gerald Barad, director and fellow of the American Cactus and Succulent Society.  Gerry is an expert in all areas of our hobby, and his true love is the Stapeliads, on which he will speak at the May meeting.  To get a preview of the beauty and wonder that we may see in Gerry's talk, check out his website at http://www.cactus-mall.com/stapeliad/index.html entitled "Stapeliads, orchids of the Succulent World."


Time:   7.30PM


Date: Tuesday May 10th





Location: Denver Botanic Gardens - Waring House (South of the main entrance on York Street)





-- Dave Martin, Programs


 June Garden Tour:


The June meeting of the Denver CCSS will be supplanted by our annual garden tour.  





This notice is to ask members with winter hardy cactus and succulent gardens to volunteers as hosts of this tour.  We will choose several gardens in one part of town and visit them from mid-morning to mid-afternoon.  The volunteer hosts will be asked to be at home and to give the group a tour when they arrive.  If a large number of members want to come on the tour, we might also give out directions and have an "open garden tour" with specified times for visitation.  


 


If you are interested in showing your garden to CCSS members on Saturday, June 18th, please e-mail David Martin at � HYPERLINK "mailto:Dave@haworthia.com" �Dave@haworthia.com� and we will sign you up as a sponsoring gardener.  Good growing!


 


-- Dave Martin, Programs





Final Membership Renewal Reminder!





I am sure many people renewed their membership during the Show & Sale but this is a final reminder that renewals were due by the end of March!





Checks made payable to ‘Colorado Cactus and Succulent Society’ can be sent to:


Margo Verkutis


5120 W. Rowland Ave


Littleton, CO 80128





Single membership    - $10


Family membership   - $15





Congratulations Harriet!








Harriet Olds has her drawing of Melocactus on the contents page of the March-April Cactus & Succulent Journal!





(Note from editor: Hey Harriet, if you want any of your drawings published in POI I would be more than happy to include them!)





Plants for sale or possibly free to a good home:





Drenda Messer has approximately five 3’-4’ and eight to ten smaller mixed cacti and succulents which she can no longer care for.  She is willing to discuss either selling the plants or giving them to a good home.





Call Drenda for further details – 303 652 3689





Volunteer Oportunities:





Do you want to learn more about how to care for non-hardy or hardy cacti and succulents?





Two volunteer opportunities are currently open with Denver Botanic Gardens.


One position supporting the non-hardy cactus and succulent collection and one supporting the hardy collection.


Full training would be offered with the hope that the persons selected would commit to working 4 or more hours a week for at least the next 6 months.  


The ideal volunteers would have a strong interest in cacti and succulents, though no prior experience required.  


Timing is flexible – currently any day except Sunday or Monday.








Non Hardy Cactus and Succulent Collection Support:





This person would help with the maintenance of the non-hardy cactus and succulent collection both in the new Succulent House and in the back up greenhouse.


Duties would range from watering to insect control and repotting.





Hardy Cactus and Succulent Collection Support:





This person would help with the maintenance of the Dryland Mesa Garden.  


Duties would primarily involve weeding and other garden maintenance.





If you are interested in either of these positions contact Dominique Bayne at Bayned@botanicgardens.org 


or call on 303 386 3360





Pediocactus simpsonii blooming at Denver Botanic Gardens.  If you can’t find one in the wild you can always cheat & see them at DBG instead.
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