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The purpose of the Colorado Cactus & Succulent Society is to promote knowledge, enjoyment, cultivation and conservation of cacti and other succulent plants amongst its members, other individuals and organizations throughout Colorado.
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CCSS Officers for 2007

President, Marc Wilson

When I was a young boy growing up in Pennsylvania, I enjoyed raising every imaginable type of vegetable and nearly took over my parent's back yard.  Later I got interested in trees and bushes, including growing them from seed and experimenting with grafting different fruit trees together.  Then in high school I found cacti.  By the time I graduated my dresser was covered with all kind of plants and seedlings.  The first edition of Edgar and Brian Lamb's Pocket Encyclopedia of Cacti  became my "Christmas Wish Book" replacing the Sears catalogue!  I still have that hard bound version and I see it cost me 3 weeks allowance - $5.95.  My favorite cactus was an Ariocarpus fissuratus.  Being an excellent vegetable gardener, it died by rotting out from the center . . .
 

Today, there isn't a succulent I don't like.  I'm drawn mostly by the simple architecture of cacti and, at the same time, the wildness of other succulents.  While I have an extensive window garden, a container garden and a small winter hardy garden,  I don't take it too seriously.  I take a far more Zen-like attitude toward them.  I observe. I reflect. I celebrate new growth and flowers.  I replace them when they die.  I consciously decided this would be one area of my life that is simply for fun with no expectations of me or them. 
 

I used to watch blue grass grow and I found succulents to be even slower and better!
Chinle President, Reed Irwin

I retired in 1998 after teaching and working for the government (Forest Service & BLM) mainly in geology.  I obtained my first cactus near Colorado Springs in 1960 while attending the Boy Scout Jamboree.  When I went away to college my mom became caretaker of that plant.  Not sure what ultimately happened to it.
 

In the 1980s, Bobbie and I began making spring pilgrimages to Arizona from Idaho and Utah.  Each trip more and more cacti and other succulents came home with us.  After several years of windowsill gardens we started our first cactus garden in Price, Utah in the mid-1990s (approximately 100 sq. ft.).  When I retired many of those plants or cuttings came with us to Montrose.  Soon after we moved, a mutual Forest Service friend introduced us to Don Campbell and his garden.  We came home with several flats of cuttings and many suggestions for creating a successful C&S garden.  Since that first meeting, our interest and involvement with the Chinle Chapter has increased.  Our winter hardy garden continues to expand and is nearing 8,000 sq. ft.  Our sunroom is being overrun by about 600 plants.  Some of them spend the summer outdoors in raised beds and migrate back inside during September.  Recently I have been collecting plants that tend to be large trees in their native habitat.  In a few years that may prove to be a poor allocation of space but for now it is fun to see some really rapid growth. 
Vice President, Program Chairman, Panayoti Keladis

Vice President and Program Chairman, Panayoti Kelaidis first attended a CCSS meeting in the 1970's. His specialty are hardy succulents of all sorts. He has been growing hardy cacti for nearly 40 years, and is best known for pioneering the use of South African plants, especially Mesembryanthema, from high elevations that are hardy in Colorado. But he loves all plants, even weeds!

Second Vice President, Newsletter Editor, Scott Preusser

First off, I appreciate a blooming cactus, but hate cacti. I became interested in succulents at the age of 12 when I gazed upon a Haworthia attenuata v. clariperla. Then, after graduating from CSU in Fall 2002 with a degree in Horticulture I started working full time at Timberline Gardens as greenhouse and plant propagation manager. Working there my love for succulents exploded into an obsessive frenzy and has turned me into a mad scientist. I currently have over 900 species of indoor and outdoor succulents growing under my care. I built (with the help of an awesome friend Lisa Rivera) an indoor succulent display garden ‘Devil’s Island’ in December 2004 which contains nearly 300 plants and a waterfall. My current favorite groups include Haworthia, Lithops, Conophytum, Aloinopsis, Crassula. and Aloe. I am very interested in hybridizing plants by hand pollination. My rarest plant is a seed grown variegated Aloe polyphylla.

Third Vice President, Show and Sale, Dave Martin

I became interested in cactus and succulents in 1974 and at that time joined the local cactus club, the Colorado Cactifiles.  I lived in Loveland and drove to Denver for the monthly meetings.  All I can remember is the meetings started with each member standing up and stating the Latin name of a cactus or succulent.  I was very consistent and always mispronounced my cactus name.  I built a sunroom in my Loveland house and happily grew my plants for 3 years until we moved to Denver.  My business required a lot of travel and I never rebuilt the greenhouse until 1999 when I built a greenhouse at my current house.  At this point I decided to specialize in my true plant love, Haworthia, and have grown Haworthia there for the last 7 years.  
 
A few years ago I decided I wanted to share my Haworthias with everyone, so I built www.haworthia.com to allow anyone to learn about this wonderful genus. Haworthia.com contains over 2500 pages with 2000 full sized photographs of Haworthias. The website gets about 1500 hits per month and I receive about 50 Haworthia e-mails per month from around the world and each e-mail is answered.

Secretary, Diane Carnahan

I got interested in Cacti by receiving a small cactus for Mother's Day in1991.  It grew from there.  I have always liked plants, so it was easy to get 'hooked'.  A couple years later we were at the county fair and there was a

category for cacti and succulents.  My cactus looked as good as the ones there. When we moved back home, the city started water rationing, so I took my love of cacti and succulents outside.I Have been a member of the CCSS since April 2002.

Treasurer, ED HENDRICKX 
     is the former owner of AIM Investigative Services, Denver, Colorado which specialized in investigative and litigation support in the areas of digital data acquisition and restoration, computer and financial forensic analysis, forensic accounting and asset tracing. He is a Certified Association Executive and a Certified Fraud Examiner. 
He is a retired U. S. Army Cavalry Officer (Lt. COL) who specialized in military intelligence analysis and nuclear weapons employment while in the service. Ed served in both Korea and Vietnam and was awarded the Legion of Merit for his Vietnam service. His longest period of service in one unit was 5 years with the Seventh Cavalry Regiment in Fort Benning, GA and then in Bamberg, Germany when it was sent there with the 3rd Infantry Division. Ed was also stationed on Okinawa for three and one-half years early in his military career.

Member-at-Large, Ellen Taylor

My name is Ellen Taylor and I’ve been a member of the CCSS for almost 2 years but my interest in cacti and succulents started well before that.  Growing up in the deciduous/coniferous East, cactus always held a unique curiosity for me. But the succulents were what really got me started—I didn’t know that a hen and chicken was a succulent but I knew I loved them—they grew and multiplied and you could transplant the chicks and get more.  A neighbor showed me how to cultivate and grow them and then I was hooked!  The addiction to cactus started when, as a grade school kid,  I bought an opuntia for a Father’s day gift. It grew and grew and I took cuttings and they grew and grew and nothing could kill it.  As I got older, I’d buy a cactus here and there and they grew and grew.  When I moved from New York, they came with me in a U-haul truck and they continue to grow and grow.  Two years after I moved here, I learned about the cactus show at the Botanic garden and nothing could hold me back!  Needless to say, a lot of my purchases have perished (I’m not good with mammilarias) but I enjoy what survives. In the past few years, I’ve begun buying winter hardy cactus and succulents and they are doing very well in my patio garden.  The only thing that was lost was a mormon tea.  

As the member at large, I would like to encourage every member to talk to me—tell me what you like, don’t like, what you’d like to hear and see at our meetings.  What should we do differently at meetings, at the Show and at the Fall Dinner.  Let me be your sounding board!  The other intitiative that I would like to pursue is increasing  membership—do you know potential members, do you have any suggestions of where we could get members?  Then, when they come-how do we keep them?

Please let me know what you think and give me any suggestions that you may have—all are welcome and appreciated!
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January Reminders:


January Front Range Meeting -  Tuesday January 9that 7.30pm – see page 1


Remember meeting is in main DBG building, �Gates Hall, enter through front gate.


Please submit any newsletter information for the March newsletter by the 15th of February  to scottpreusser@hotmail.com








Front Range January Meeting:








Time: 7.30pm


Date: Tuesday, January 9th


Location: - DBG Gates Hall (Enter  through DBG main entrance, inside main building)





CCSS First Annual Image Share-a-thon !


Panayoti Keladis is requesting that everyone bring 10-20 pictures to the meeting. They can be slides, pictures emailed to Panayoti or actual photos Please email Panayoti ASAP at � HYPERLINK "mailto:panayotik@yahoo.com" ��panayotik@yahoo.com� to let him know how many and in what form your pictures will be in.





Because we’re meeting in Gates Hall food is allowed, Panayoti has promised drinks but is asking for “Cookie Volunteers”.



































December Blooming Succulents


These are a few succulents currently blooming in the greenhouse at Timberline Gardens.





Aeonium(Yellow)


Aloe : humilis v. humilis, descoingsii, sinkatana, glauca, parvula – (red, orange and yellow)


Aloinopsis : malherbei, rubrolineata, schooneesii (Orange, Red Yellow)


Bulbine : weisei, margarethae (Yellow)


Cephalophyllum pulchrum (Magenta)


Cheiridopsis cigarettifera (Yellow)


Crassula (Almost every species, not very showy)


Echeveria (Dark Pink)


Faucaria tigrina, tuberculosa (Yellow)


Fenestraria aurantiaca ssp. rhopalophylla( A late Yellow and White)


Gasteria (Pink)


Glotiphyllum : neilii, davisii, longum, sp. (Big Yellow)


Haworthia


Lithops optica ‘rubra’ (Last Lithops to bloom, Pinkish white)


Pleiospilos nelii ‘Royal Flush’ (Orange)


Rabia albipuncta (Yellow)


Rhinephyllum broomii (Yellow)


Stomatium suaveolens (Yellow)


Titanopsis calcarea (White, Yellow, Peach)





-Scott Preusser

















Chinle Chapter News





      The January meeting of the Chinle Chapter will feature member John Moore with a program presentation of the principles of scientific classification, what the Latin words mean, and how they came to be assigned to plant species. The meeting starts at 6:30 P.M. on January 11 in the Community Room at Mesa Mall.


 


    The Chinle Chapter members enjoyed the holiday festivities at its annual dinner meeting. The group welcomed Scott and Dianne Carnahan from Colorado Springs, who are members of the Front Range group. Officers for 2007 were installed including Reed Irwin, President; Dieter Kubisch, Vice President; Nancy Glover, Treasurer; Susan Fuller, Secretary, and Dave Kennedy, Newsletter Editor.

















Don’t forget to visit the CCSS website and message board at:





http://www.ccss-online.org
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