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Presidential Thoughts
Our society is strong and healthy as we begin this year with a fresh group on the boards of both the Chinle and Front Range clubs.  Some of us are so new we're greener than our plants while, at the same time, we've ensured adult leadership with Bob Vick remaining tirelessly involved in our organization, this time as Treasurer.
As we go to press this first month of 2005, we can now say we have a complete slate of officers as I'm pleased to say, Dominique Bayne has joined as our editor.  I'm also happy Margo Verkutis is going to be representing the interests of our members and helping attract new blood to keep our society fresh.  Pam Story-Staker has already demonstrated her note-taking abilities but also quickly revealed an awful habit of challenging statements that don't make sense to her.  Then we have the enthusiasm that Dave Martin brings to our hobby by planning our programs for the new year.  Finally, Ken Sipsey offered last year to assist in 2004 and then lead the Show & Sale effort in 2005.  Now is the time to think about leading this wonderful event in 2006 and offer to be Ken's sidekick and assistant this year.  Call Ken at 303-987-2911 to offer your help.  You'll be glad you did.
This new board is fresh and raring to go in helping you all get the most out our society.  We are open to your suggestions and complaints, just strike up a conversation when you see us!  Finally we're looking forward to working closely with the Chinle board and I, in particular, look forward to adding the title "partner" to the existing one of friend with Reed Irwin, their Chinle President.  

-- Marc Wilson, President

Why Write a Book on the Cacti of Far-West Texas (or as some would call it, the middle of nowhere surrounded by nothing)? 
First of all, there was no single publication covering this area of over 20 million acres (the size of Maine).  Del Weniger’s Cacti of the Southwest and Lyman Benson’s The Cacti of the United States and Canada were mega-works actually covering all or most of the United States.  Both publications relied heavily on prior research, each describing several new species in the Trans-Pecos and adding some new distributional and biological information.  These books will continue to be “reference classics” in the cactus world forever.  
Secondly, was there anything unique about the cacti of this region?  When we started, several scientists suggested that Trans-Pecos cacti were very similar to those in Arizona, therefore nothing much additional needed to be done.  It turns out that this was not the case at all.  We soon began to realize that much of this area was, in fact, unexplored for cacti.  Our research has turned up more species than are published for Arizona and while the Trans-Pecos does not have some of the giant cacti like Arizona, the region does have some of the most unique small cacti anywhere in the world.  Cacti thought to be found in the Trans-Pecos were not found there and also, cacti not believed to be in the area were found.  Somewhat surprisingly, there were more scientifically undescribed species and varieties than expected.
In the next several months, I will take you through the adventure and discovery of 30 years of exploration in the Trans-Pecos region of the northern Chihuahuan Desert.  We are also looking at a CCSS Field Trip to the region in 2006.
Reference:  A. Michael Powell and James F. Weedin.  Cacti of the Trans-Pecos and Adjacent Areas.  Texas Tech University Press.  2004.  509p.

-- Part one in a series of four articles by Jim Weedin

Visit South African Succulents in Habitat

Member David Martin has just made another significant contribution to the world of succulents.  Last year many of us had the opportunity to hear Dave’s wonderful presentation on his two week South African trip.  Well, now he’s placed an easily navigated tour of his trip on his personal Haworthia website www.haworthia.com.  Enthusiastic feedback has been coming in from all over the world, thanking Dave for this “first-of-its-kind” virtual tour.

Few of us actually get the chance to see plants in habitat and most of us only dream of visiting an exotic place like Africa.  David has persisted in doing both, has shared it with us in person and now has made it all available to a global audience.  His investment of time, money, passion and, for those who know him well, we might say silliness has made a whole hidden world available to the rest of us.  David has received comments from people in the US, the Netherlands, Japan, Australia, Italy, Russia, Germany, Czech Republic and Thailand thanking him for his startling work.

David’s new "Virtual Trip to South Africa" has added over 800 new pages to his website featuring Haworthia, Lithops, Adromischus, Euphorbia, and many other South African plants, animals and vistas.  When you have a chance, take a dip in his newest pool by visiting this site.

I’ve asked David to share more on his greenhouse, his web site and his trip to South Africa.  Watch for more on David in future POI’s.
-- Marc Wilson, President


Chinle Chapter News

Following a successful dinner meeting and election in December, the Chinle Chapter is looking forward to another interesting year with fascinating programs, community outreach events, plant raffles and the inevitable free cuttings and plants that we swap among ourselves, and maybe even a field trip or two...not to mention the Denver Show & Sale many of us anticipate eagerly!

All CCSS members, guests, and potential new members are welcome at our meetings, usually held the second Thursday evening of each month at 6:30 p.m.at the Community Room of Mesa Mall in Grand Junction.

At our January 13 meeting, Bobbie Irwin will present a program she calls (tentatively, because she hasn't counted yet) "101 Ways to Use Cacti and Succulents." Explore the many ways various cultures have used and continue to use our favorite plants for everything from food to pharmaceuticals and fences, fostering friendships and fantasy journeys to "frog bellies." You're sure to learn some new quirks and tricks to try, or at least gain a better appreciation for your garden companions.
--Bobbie Irwin, Chinle Newsletter Editor

Show & Tell Event

On December 14, the Denver area group held a Show & Tell event at the Denver Botanic Gardens Waring House where seven people shared their plants.

Bob Vick introduced his Haemanthus with its large leaves, young pups and a beautiful bloom.  While this plant bloomed in the past, he tried pollinating it this year and was excited to find seed pods forming.  

Larry Junge presented his unique and monstrous Mammillaria bocasana ‘Fred’ (A monstrous form of a Powder Puff Cactus).  He found it originally in a California nursery in a six inch pot, a mound two inches high of small, quarter inch cylinders that looked like large Frithia ends with one normal looking Mammillaria ball.  

Roswitha Moering showed us one of her favorite plants, Leuchtenbergia principis (Agave Cactus).  This plant broke its arms in transit to a Show & Sale but she now appreciates it more “because it’s something that looks so dead and is still alive”!

Marc Wilson had an eight-inch columnar Mammillaria with red spines.  Although it has been repotted twice as it inexplicitly leans over like the Tower of Piza, he discovered it is a left leaning Democratis libertatus.  His other unrecognizable mostly eaten cactus spent the summer outside with the nationhood bunnies, so named as Cactus rabbitus.   Marc finished with the story of how he aquired his Schizobasopsis (Climbing Onion) at the Show & Sale. He hovered eagerly over it before the members’ sale on Friday night but when he went to pick it up it was missing!  Later that night Steve Miles introduced himself and presented it to him having made sure no one else took it before Marc could.

Doug Chase brought a 16-inch plant he purchased at a Show & Sale 18 years ago.  He had repotted it once, 12 years ago, and despite its size and many pups protruding from the bottom, he was unwilling to repot and risk damaging the plant or breaking the pot.
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Don Sweitzer presented his beautiful Schlumbergera (Christmas cactus) that was full of royal pink flowers, a color none of us have ever seen before.

Joan Spilka brought a plant that looked like hanging sticks with unusual flowers – Cynanchum marnieranum.  At the end of one strand numerous green flowers sprouted out “like basketballs with  the curly seams present and the leather removed”.  She used a triangular mailing tube as an innovative way to transport her four-foot hanging plant.  

Our discussion on Joan’s hanging plant led to the idea of including hanging plants as a category in our April 2-3, 2005 Show & Sale!

Your Secretary


Agave scabra Name Change?

Many of you may be familiar with the plant that is generally known as Agave scabra.  It is a distinctive Agave with  scabrous (sandpapery) leaves, and a shape similar to Agave americana.  It has been debated whether this plant is really hardy but it has been surviving happily at Denver Botanic Gardens for many winters and even pups freely.

Besides its unique appearance this plant has an interesting taxonomic story.  It seems that the name used by Gentry in his monograph of the genus is actually an invalid name. The name Agave scabra was already claimed for another dissimilar plant, which later proved to be a Manfreda.  When checking the change in North American Flora it says the correct name is now Agave parryi var. parryi as the name Agave scabra is based on a collected plant that later turned out to be Agave parryi var. parryi.

This name change is difficult to accept as Agave parryi var. parryi is a very familiar and very different plant to most of us.  It is a very distinct blue rosette with smooth leaves.

North American Flora does make reference to the plant Gentry called Agave scabra.  It says this plant is really Agave asperrima.  A little searching on the internet produced an article by Gentry that was published in the American Cactus and Succulent Journal  in 1975. A link to this article can be found at http://www.agavaceae.com/botanik/pflanzen/botspezies_seite_en.asp?main=410&menu=0&bgt=am&genus=AGAVE&gnr=110, click on the link beside “literature” near the bottom of the page. 

The resolution appears to be that there were actually two completely different plants originally collected from nearby locations. One which has come to be known as Agave parryi var. parryi, and one which was known as Agave scabra.  When Agave scabra was defined as an invalid name the change to Agave parryi var. parryi is based on one of the originally collected and described plants.  The other plant which was collected and is what is generally known as Agave scabra now changes to the name Agave asperrima. 

If anyone has any better information or questions please email them to me.  

References: Howard Scott Gentry, Agaves of Continental North America, University of Arizona Press, 1982 (second printing)  

Flora of North America Editorial Committee, eds. 1993+. Flora of North America North of Mexico. 7+ vols. New York and Oxford.
--Dominique Bayne


[image: image2.jpg]



Agave asperrima, formerly Agave scabra, at Denver Botanic Gardens.  

Note from the Editor

As of this issue I am the new newsletter editor.  Many thanks to Suzanne McNamara who has done a great job for the last three years.  I am sure she will be getting many phone calls from me as she has kindly agreed to answer questions that I may have. 

If you are sending articles to go in the newsletter please make sure they reach me by the 15th of the previous month.  We are currently trying a new system where we send the newsletter to a printing company and they will print and mail it. Thanks to Marc Wilson and David Martin for working on this.

If anyone has any comments or suggestions for the newsletter please email me or call me, feedback is always appreciated.  Any information you want printed is gratefully received.  This can range from questions you want answered to information on plants you like or nurseries and gardens you have visited.  

I use two email addresses as both are prone to failure so emailing to both is usually safest.

Dom@instantfortress.co.uk  

Bayned@botanicgardens.org

--Dominique Bayne, Newsletter Editor

Membership Renewal

This is a reminder that all front range memberships need to be renewed by the end of March.

Please fill in the attached form, which will be used to update our membership records, and send it with a check made payable to ‘Colorado Cactus and Succulent Society’ to:

Margo Verkutis

5120 W. Rowland Ave

Littleton, CO 80123

Membership benefits include receiving the monthly newsletter ‘Points of Interest’, a members discount for plants at the Annual Show and Sale, and access to monthly meetings and lectures.





Points of Interest

Dominique Bayne


4530 West 30th Avenue 

Denver, CO  80212


CCSS Officers�


President, Marc Wilson


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Marcwilson2@comcast.net" ��Marcwilson2@comcast.net�, 303 799 9058





First Vice President, Programs, Dave Martin


dave@haworthia.com, 303 422 9143





Second Vice President, Newsletter, Dominique Bayne


bayned@botanicgardens.org or dom@instantfortress.co.uk


303 386 3360





Third Vice President, Show & Sale,Ken Sipsey


ksipsey@wideopenwest.com, 303 387 2911


Secretary, Pam Story


pvstory2@aol.com, 303 979 8171


Treasurer, Bob Vick


� HYPERLINK mailto:bvickr@msn.com ��bvickr@msn.com�, 303 697 0954


Member-at-Large, Margo Verkutis


verkutis@aol.com, 303 979 4654





January Reminders:





January Front Range meeting – Steven Miles - 7.30pm 11th January – page 4





January Chinle meeting – Bobbie Irwin - 6.30pm 13th January – page 2





Membership renewal due by end of March -  page 5 





2005 show and sale dates 1st weekend in April 





Volunteer to run the 2006 show & sale – contact Ken Sipsey for more details





Please submit any newsletter information for the February newsletter by the 15th of January – page 5











January Meeting


We are honored to have CCSS member Steven Miles speak at our first 2005 meeting.


For many years, Steven has maintained a garden in Boulder where he grows tender succulents in micro-climates among artfully recreated naturalistic landscapes.  


Steven will share his award winning photographs and tales of growing these plants in such an unlikely place.  


Steven’s extensive experimentation with supposedly non-hardy succulents is inspiring. His expertise and success probably means that even those who have sacrificed endless plants to the Colorado climate will be tempted to try again. 


This is a talk that is not to be missed!  





Time:  7:30 PM


Date: Tuesday January 11th





Location: Denver Botanic Gardens - Waring House (South of the main entrance on York Street)








First Name:


�
�
Last Name:


�
�
Address:











�
�
Phone number:


�
�
Email address:


�
�
Type of membership (please check required membership type):


Single membership    - $10


Family membership   - $15�
�









Question from the editor:  


Does anyone know why so many Mammillaria and other cacti lean as they get older?  One supposition is that they do not form the woody interior of larger cacti. Has anyone ever dissected one?


Answers & suggestions to � HYPERLINK "mailto:dom@instantfortress.co.uk" ��dom@instantfortress.co.uk� or � HYPERLINK "mailto:bayned@botanicgardens.com" ��bayned@botanicgardens.com�











Chinle Chapter Officers





President, Reed Irwin, 


(970) 249-2981, irwin@rmi.net





Vice President, Bob Bubel, 


(970) 263-4974, b.j.bubel@juno.com





Secretary, Kathleen McGinley, 


(970) 242-2973





Treasurer, Judy Kennedy, 


(970) 241-4727, JFKen16786@aol.com





Editor, Bobbie Irwin, 


(970) 249-2981, irwin@rmi.net





























Page 5
Page 4
Page 2


