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A July Visit by Some Cactophiles from the Czech Republic


Monday, July 11, Panayoti Kelaidis, Director of Outreach at the Denver Botanic Gardens, called asking if I could meet the next day with a group of five “cactophiles” from the Czech Republic.  He indicated they were quite knowledgeable and anxious to tour our domesticated gardens and desperately wanted to view wild cacti in habitat, specifically Sclerocactus glaucus and Neobessya (Escobaria) missouriensis.  Panayoti assured me that if I were successful in showing the Czechs these two species in habitat I could expect to see them ‘jumping for joy’.  

Based on my phone conversation with Panayoti I was anticipating the group would arrive in Grand Junction Monday evening and give me a phone call to arrange a time and location to begin the Tuesday cactus viewing excursion.  Unfortunately, they did not have my correct phone number and were unable to contact me.  Fortunately, by mid-morning on Tuesday based on their conversations with Panayoti, they were able to find their way to the Western Colorado Botanical Gardens (WCBG). Here they met Clara Ward, WCBG Operations Manager, and explained their predicament.  Clara phoned me explaining that there was a bunch of cactophiles from the Prague Botanical Garden wanting me to give them the promised cactus garden and habitat tour.  I met the group at the WCBG at 10:30 AM.  By then they had already toured the Chinle C&S garden and were anxious to see other stuff.  I guided the group south toward Delta to a couple of sites where I know S. glaucus, N. missouriensis, P.simpsonii, and several other cacti native to western Colorado live. 

After parking the two vehicles, the group grabbed their cameras and scattered like a bunch of kids entering a toy store.  Each apparently wanting to be the first to spot a new (to them) cactus species in habitat.  Dispersed as they were, everyone in the group somehow managed to see and photograph a number of S. glaucus, E. missouriensis, P. simpsonii, E. triglochidiatus, and several different Opuntia.  All of the plants were well shrunken, however, most of the ‘ball’ cacti had stored enough spring moisture to keep their heads at least a bit above ground.  

Only one member of the group was moderately proficient with American English and acted as interpreter between me and the rest of the group since I do not understand the Czech language at all.  However, disregarding a strong accent, their botanical Latin was quite good and I was able communicate a bit about individual plants with the other four.  Based on the volume of Czech chatter and the animated body language within the group, I assumed this bunch of cactophiles was delighted at seeing these plants in habitat.  I was, however, greatly disappointed not to see even a single episode of ‘jumping for joy’ as promised by Panayoti.  Perhaps mid-day desert temperatures of 100º+ are enough to partially subdue even the most avid cactophiles and suppress any overt expressions of ecstasy.

Our next stop was the C&S Garden at the Mesa County Fairgrounds.  I was impressed by the familiarity these five cactophiles had with most of the cacti we had in this garden.  They were often able to immediately recite scientific names of specific cacti without referring to the plant identification handout.  In fact, they often voiced their opinion of the correct plant name in the form of a question before I could recollect its true identity. Following a thorough visual tour of the garden, they hesitantly asked if they might have a few cuttings of some of the Opuntias.  Their cutting requests were further evidence that they were indeed discriminating cactophiles.  After touring the C&S garden at the CSU Coop Extension Office, I led the group home to my personal garden.  They viewed the backyard and C&S garden, did the obligatory enthusing about the garden and scenic vista and then did what all good cactophiles do...opened their ‘goodie bags’ and began requesting and accepted a number of Opuntia cuttings.  They apparently do not have any difficulty bringing Opuntias into the Czech Republic, however, CITES listed plants are another matter.  Next came a cooling-off stop at the dining room table for some cooled air, ice water and a bit of cactus location information transfer. They had a fairly lengthy list of cacti they wanted to see between Grand Junction and Los Angles.  I was able to help with a few GPS coordinates and marks on their maps.  It was a different experience for me, listening to five chattering Czechs...I was sometimes unsure if they were hankering for more ice water or cactus locations.  Hopefully, the ‘interpreter’ kept the communications flowing accurately.  I’m curious to learn if they were actually able to find some of the cactus locations I tried to describe for them.

Then it was on to the Colorado National Monument to see E. triglochidiatus v. inermis and any other cacti that might get in the way.  With the mid afternoon temperature topping 100ºF, I choose not to lead the group on my favorite cactus-viewing hike, the Old Gordon Trail.  Instead we drove up to the Cold Shivers Overlook and parked.  All five Czechs managed to stick with me for the first 100 yards - - but only until I had taken them to see their first ‘spineless hedgehog’.  After that, everyone was off on their own cactus quests. I managed to corral four of them at the Cold Shivers Overlook long enough for them to enthuse briefly over the views into Columbus Canyon and the Grand Valley.  Next we headed south across the road where I wanted to show them a very large ‘spineless hedgehog’. About 25 yards beyond the road I realized only one of the Czech cactophiles was still with me, the others having again scattered in search of Scleros and other cacti.  With a bit of hollering, whistling and backing and forthing, I managed to ‘herd’ four very enthusiastic Czech cactophiles to Dave Kennedy’s ‘Hundred-headed Spineless Hedgehog’. 


While understanding virtually nothing they were saying amongst themselves, I had to assume they were impressed based on their delighted expressions, volume of Czech chatter and the number of photos taken.  I ‘herded’ the foursome back to the Cold Shivers parking lot where we found that Milon ‘The Wanderer’ (and keeper of the vehicle keys) was still out on his personal cactus vision quest.  After about 20 minutes of lurking in the shade of an all too skinny pinion tree, The Wanderer returned with the vehicle keys and the Czech quintet was together again.  At about 6 PM we said good-bye and went our separate ways. They headed west to Moab, UT via Rim Rock Drive through Colorado National Monument while I headed home with visions of a big tall cold glass of my favorite amber colored foamy-topped libation.

One last observation confirming that this was indeed an avid bunch of cactophiles.  During the heat of July, six of them flew into Los Angles, jumped into a five passenger SUV and proceeded to go cactus hunting in the American Desert Southwest.  They headed east on a southerly route across CA, AZ, NM and TX.  Daytime high temperatures reached 110º to 115º, cooling down into the upper 90ºs at night. Then they headed northwest to Denver and western Colorado where the daytime highs were “only” in the low 100ºs.  The remainder of their tour would take them through the deserts of UT, AZ, NV and CA on their way back to Los Angles.  One member of the original sextet flew back to the Czech Republic from Denver, leaving only five individuals plus all of their gear and collected cuttings, etc., “rattling around” in a five passenger SUV for the second half of the trip.  It came as no surprise to Clara Ward when I told her later that they were camping during much of their 3 week tour.  Better them than me!!

I snapped some color slides of the group during their Grand Junction visit.  The film is still in the camera.  The five individuals who came to Grand Junction were:

Petr Hanzelka - Prague Botanical Garden

Eduard Chvosta - Director of Horticultural Department, Prague Botanical Garden

Libor Kunte, Ph.D - Headmaster at a botanical school

Kaplan  (the wanderer)

Taroplov Snicon 

---Don I Campbell
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August Reminders:





August Front Range Meeting and Pot Luck Dinner– August 9th at 6.00pm – see page 1.


August Chinle Meeting – see page 1


Annual Dinner Meeting – October 15th see page 1


Please submit any newsletter information for the September newsletter by the 15th of August to Dom@instantfortress.co.uk or bayned @botanic gardens.org

















August Front Range Meeting





PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF LOCATION AND TIME FOR THIS MONTH!!!


Our speaker at the August meeting of the Denver Chapter of CCSS will be Harriet Olds.  Harriett will discuss her visit in March to the Mojave Desert and will describe some of its cacti.  She will introduce us to the Desert Studies Center near Baker, CA and present drawings of desert flora from the classes she attended while there.


Prior to the meeting there is an optional Pot Luck beginning at 6.00pm.  CCSS will supply drinks, please bring a food item.  Contact David Martin for more details – � HYPERLINK "mailto:Dave@haworthia.com" ��Dave@haworthia.com�, 303 422 9143


Time:   Pot Luck at 6.00pm meeting at 7.30PM 


Date: Tuesday   August 9th


Location: Denver Botanic Gardens – GATES HALL – Inside the Main Building






































Don’t forget to visit the CCSS website and new message board at:





http://www.ccss-online.org














Annual Dinner Meeting:





This will be on Saturday 15th October at DiVicco’s (Same place as last year.)  More details next month,





Also that weekend some combination of member garden tours, nursery visits & hiking will take place.  This will be open to both Chinle & Front Range Members.





Anyone willing to offer accommodation to visiting Chinle members please contact Dominique.








Chinle Chapter News��Dominique Bayne was our special guest speaker at the Chinle Chapter's July 14th meeting in Grand Junction. Dom shared her experiences working as a horticulturist for the Denver Botanic Gardens, where she tends the cactus and succulent collection along with numerous other gardens. She talked about some of the experimentation the DBG is doing to find hardy plants that will tolerate Colorado's climates. She brought along a very generous assortment of all sorts of xeric plants and cuttings for us to try in our outdoor gardens, for which everyone was most grateful.





To quote one member: "Dominique Bayne's presentation was AWESOME!!!  She showed us many of the plants at DBG and explained whether they are finding them to be cold-hardy or (sniffle! sniffle!) not.  She has really done a lot of experimenting to find cactus and succulents which will survive and perhaps thrive in Denver.  She also brought a lot of plants for us to experiment with on the western slope.  It is her wish that if these plants flourish that we tell her about the circumstances of their survival and share them with others." 





Several members also took time from their busy schedules to spend additional time with Dom on Thursday, Friday and Saturday. We made several stops to visit plants in habitat, including a hike in Colorado National Monument, toured five member gardens, and visited three of the public gardens in Grand Junction and Montrose the club contributes to and helps maintain. Friday was a really full day, keeping Dom in the field from 7 a.m. until after 8 p.m.  Everyone came away with great ideas to try. Judy and Dave Kennedy have already been busy making modifications to their "Grand Canyon" with the expectation of finding new plants to grow in their garden at 7000' elevation.





The program in August will be presented by Ann Barrett from Meadowlark Gardens, who will talk about landscape architecture and companion plants. A program on indoor plants, with an emphasis on dish gardens, is planned for the near future.





 -- Bobbie Irwin, Chinle Chapter Newsletter Editor





POI – Request for Articles





Just a reminder, if you go anywhere you think other members might be interested in, take any pictures, have any comments about CCSS, have any plant questions, read any cactus or succulent books, write any spiny poetry, or just want to share a plant related experience, please write a quick paragraph (or more if you are so inclined) & send it to me.  (� HYPERLINK "mailto:Dom@instantfortress.co.uk" ��Dom@instantfortress.co.uk� or � HYPERLINK "mailto:bayned@botanicgardens.org" ��bayned@botanicgardens.org�)





This really is a member’s newsletter & things of any and all levels are welcome for inclusion.





If I do not get more input from members I will probably resort to varied threats to get people to write things & I may start fabricating interesting rumors about society members…..you have been warned…….





--Dominique Bayne, POI Editor





The ‘Hundred-headed Spinless Hedgehog’ – Echinocereus triglochidiatus v. inermis





Front Range News


For July’s meeting staff of Denver Botanic Gardens came and talked about what has been achieved this year at the gardens with the support of CCSS.  Don’t for get to check out the new books that were funded by CCSS for the DBG Library!  





DBG’s senior Librarian also complimented the club on what a great website we have!  Thanks Scot for all your work!
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