Newsletter of the Colorado Cactus and Succulent Society

POINTS OF INTEREST

April 2005   Volume 8, Issue 4

The purpose of the Colorado Cactus & Succulent Society is to promote knowledge, enjoyment, cultivation and conservation of cacti and other succulent plants amongst its members, other individuals and organizations throughout Colorado.


CCSS & Chinle Chapter Field Trip to Valley of Fire, NV, St. George, UT Areas
Dates: May 20 - 23, 2005

Full details will be available on paper at the Show & Sale and also on the CCSS website at www.ccss-online.org

“RESERVATIONS” REQUESTED 

Contact Don Campbell - phone: 970-245-5088 or e-mail: campbelldoni@aol.com to register your interest and if you have any questions or need more information re car pools, caravans, etc. 

Anyone planning to drive by themselves, leave earlier or arrive later on Friday, May 20 should contact Don Campbell at the Best Western Mesquite Inn (702-346-7444) late Friday afternoon or early evening, May 20th to insure you aren’t left behind on Saturday. 

IF YOU ANTICIPATE GOING ON THIS FIELD TRIP, YOU MAY WANT TO MAKE YOUR PERSONAL MOTEL RESERVATIONS SOON...CANCELING LATER IF NECESSARY, especially in Mesquite, NV.

ITINERARY

Fri. May 20 Drive from Grand Junction to Mesquite, NV (421 miles ±)
 - Depart GJ @ 7:00 AM.
 - Overnight in Mesquite.
 - Afternoon & evening sightsee, photograph, view plants (gamble)

Sat. May 21 Loop drive from Mesquite thru Valley of Fire (140 miles ±)
 -  Drive, hike, sightsee, photograph, view plants.
 -  Group (no-host) dinner at a Mesquite restaurant???
 - Overnight in Mesquite.

Sun. May 22 Drive from Mesquite to St. George (75 miles ±)
 -   Plant viewing in the Joshua Tree Nat’l Natural Landmark.
 -   Drive, hike, sightsee, photograph, view plants in Snow Canyon Park.
 -   Group (no-host) dinner in a St. George restaurant???
 -   Overnight in St. George.

Mon. May 23 Drive from St. George, UT to Grand Junction (386 miles ±)
 -   Possible early morning photography & plant viewing.


A Tale of Two Ice Plants

I suspect most of the members of CCSS who garden at all at home have at one point or another grown a plant under the name of Delosperma nubigenum or Delosperma cooperi. You may or may not be aware that these popular groundcovers (and a good many more plants in this genus) were first displayed publicly in North America at Denver Botanic Gardens.  DBG and our local “Green Industry” were instrumental in their dissemination and popularity. Both the yellow and purple hardy ice plants (as these two species are usually dubbed colloquially) have been sold from coast to coast and have become important landscape plants throughout the United States, Canada and in Europe over the last quarter century since they were first introduced. In addition to providing thousands (if not millions) of homeowners with delight, these modest plants have lured me to herbaria across the United States even to Europe. They have been the principal impetus that has propelled me to South Africa five times now for research and exploration in an elusive attempt to find out exactly just what these plants we have growing under these bland Latin names really are.

Over the last dozen years I have tracked Delosperma nubigenum to some dozen localities in the wild: this is a rather widespread taxon in the highest mountains of Southern Africa. I regret to inform you that the vigorous groundcover (which has been called ‘Lesotho’) you have in your garden is quite different from the yellow flowering Mesembryanthemum found here and there throughout the Drakensberg Mountains of Lesotho and South Africa. And thereby hangs a tale.

I am beginning to think that Delosperma cooperi may prove to be almost as elusive. While Delosperma nubigenum is propagated entirely by cuttings (it is completely sterile) D. cooperi produces copious quantities of seed. You can walk into a dozen wholesale nurseries in Denver alone and study tens of thousands of plants of D. cooperi, as I have done every year for over a decade. I challenge you to find a Delosperma cooperi that is not effectively a clone of every other D. cooperi you might find. Interestingly, the very same strain is grown widely in the Eastern portions of South Africa where it is a popular groundcover as well. In 1997 I was amazed to see that it grew abundantly for nearly 100 miles on the grassveld (a biome that corresponds closely to short grass prairie in America) between Bloemfontein (the capital of Orange Freestate Province in South Africa) and Maseru (the capital of Lesotho). No wonder our cultivated plant isn’t as hardy as the yellow ice plant: this region where it is so common is warm temperate: palm trees, Eucalyptus and even Bougainvilleas grow in both these cities and frost is a fleeting phenomenon.

A few of you might snicker at this point: there is a much hardier strain of “dwarf cooperi” found at a very few local nurseries that does have a more compact habit.  There were in fact several strains of the species I obtained from wild collections a decade or so ago which do harbor a trace of variability. As is the case with the yellow hardy ice plant, Delosperma cooperi that grows in most gardens is not the same thing as these wild collected strains. Or so I have thought up until a few weeks ago.

Delosperma nubigenum

Ice plants are notoriously promiscuous. Practically every taxon in this immense family of plants (containing many thousands of species) can be hybridized with at least every other member of its genus, and often with a good many other genera as well. It is surprising, consequently, that the first hardy ice plant we stumbled on in Colorado was a mule. The commonly grown hardy yellow ice plant blooms splendidly for several weeks in late spring every year in countless gardens, and as far as anyone knows it has never produced a single seed capsule. 
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Delosperma nubigenum and Kniphofia albomontana at Oxbow (Photo by P. Kelaidis)

In 1994 I finally had my first opportunity to explore in South Africa. I found a single plant of Delosperma nubigenum near the bottom of the famous chain ladder near the summit of Mount-aux-Sources, the second highest peak in the Drakensberg Mountains.  In 1996 I found many more plants at Sani Pass 100 miles to the South, and subsequently I have come across it many more times in Lesotho and elsewhere on the Drakensberg escarpment. I have obtained and grown seed from many sources which has resulted in a fertile, ground-covering Mesemb quite similar to the cultivated hardy ice plant, but not as vigorous and only about half as large. In the wild, Delosperma nubigenum almost always grows in small crevices of basaltic cliffs above 8000’ in elevation. In alpine meadows nearby, a small, clumping ice plant (sold as ‘Gold Nugget’ by many local nurseries) can very occasionally be found. I am quite sure that the commonly grown groundcover we call D. nubigenum represents either a sterile hybrid between ‘Gold Nugget’ and the true wild D. nubigenum, or else a triploid race of the true nubigenum (hybridized between putative diploid and tetraploid races of this taxon). 

In the South African plaza, at the entrance to the Rock Alpine Garden most of you may have seen two raised beds on either side of a fountain filled with dozens of hardy ice plants. These include examples of several wild populations of Delosperma nubigenum, as well as the sterile form as well, for comparison. There seem to be several strains of the wild nubigenum, one tending to be especially diminutive and one collection that approaches the sterile clone in size.  These could represent different ploidy levels in the wild plant: any geneticists out there to tell us for sure.

You can imagine my amazement a few weeks ago when I took a long stroll near Oxbow Lodge (the only ski area in the country of Lesotho). On a small mesa at 2280 m. altitude (according to a nearby sign) I found Delosperma nubigenum trailing in long festoons on the east facing cliffs. This was not the tiny D. nubigenum I have found elsewhere in the Drakensberg, but a larger form, resembling the sterile taxon we are currently growing.  It did have quite a bit of seed ripening in a few capsules here and there.

Delosperma cooperi

On the north facing sides of the same mesa near Oxbow where the yellow ice plant was growing so abundantly I was astonished to find numerous mats of what looked for all the world like our cultivated Delosperma cooperi on these high alpine cliffs. The mats were often a yard or more in extent, one dangling for nearly 5’ into thin air from one spot. Several mats had dozens of fresh flowers (mid February translates to mid-August in Denver: so it is long blooming here in nature as well), and there were hundreds of ripe capsules. 

It was the first time I found our two most popular ice plants growing at the same location in the wild. I will be very intrigued to grow my collections from Oxbow and compare them with what we already have from so many other collections.
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Delosperma cooperi at Oxbow (Photo by P. Kelaidis)

Are we perhaps approaching the final truth about our popular groundcovers? I don’t think so. But it has been fun exploring and tracing them to their spectacular and scenic wild haunts.

-- Panayoti Kelaidis 

Save Those Pennies!

While agreeing to write an article on the up coming Show & Sale, Sonya Ellingboe, a reporter for five South Suburban community papers (including the Highlands Ranch Herald, the Lone Tree Voice, the Jefferson Centennial, the Aurora Sentinel and the weekly paper in Castle Rock) told me she was well aware of our popular annual Show & Sale event.  In fact, last year she and most of her family went to the S&S based primarily on the insistence of her grandson. 

To her surprise, her grandson's interest in cacti was already so established that he had saved his birthday cash gifts to buy his favorite plants.  She could not believe his knowledge of the names of the cacti as well his determination to find the ones he wanted in his small but growing collection.

While Sonja will be out of town, she knows a "small" contingent of her family will be eagerly waiting for the Denver Botanic Garden doors to open!

I sent her a membership coupon to get 40% more out of those pennies! 

--Marc Wilson
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April Reminders:





April Front Range meeting – April 12th , 7.30pm -  Rod Haenni will talk about winter hardy succulents  - page 5





April Chinle meeting – April 14th – Don Campbell will present a slide program on tiny cacti, called "Lilliputian Cacti of the Colorado Plateau."– page 5





2005 show and sale dates April 1st. 2nd & 3rd.





Volunteer to run the 2006 show & sale – contact Ken Sipsey for more details





CCSS & Chinle Chapter Field Trip – May 20th – 23rd contact Don Campbell – Page 1





Change to member plant sale time – April 1st - 5.15 – 6.30 followed by dinner.





Please submit any newsletter information for the May newsletter by the 15th of April

















Chinle Chapter News





At the March 10 meeting of the Chinle Chapter, members and guests got a sneak preview of some of Don Campbell's spectacular show plants he plans to take to Denver for the April Show & Sale. Don's tips on sprucing up succulents to make them look their best were timely, and we hope a number of people will be inspired to enter their own plants in the show. As usual, a number of Chinle Chapter members plan to attend and work at the Denver sale.��April 14, Don Campbell will present a slide program on tiny cacti, called "Lilliputian Cacti of the Colorado Plateau." Anyone who has traipsed along with him on a club field trip appreciates his knack for spotting these elusive little beauties and has learned the importance of watching where one steps.��As I write this in mid-March, some of us are wondering what happened to spring, but the weeds coming up in the club's two demonstration gardens tell us spring is underway. We've scheduled weeding parties to keep the gardens looking good. Our May 12 meeting will be a special opportunity to show off the CSU Extension garden, as we host another outdoor session for the general public. These informal gardening workshops have brought us many new members in recent years.��Chinle Chapter members look forward to Don Campbell's field trip to Nevada and southern Utah May 20-23 for spectacular scenery, a host of cacti, Joshua Trees, rock art, and a taste of summer weather. We hope Front Range CCSS members will join us.��--Bobbie Irwin, Chinle Chapter newsletter editor

















POI – Comments, Questions, Articles…





The POI is a member’s newsletter, therefore content is always appreciated from members.  This can be in the form of articles on anything cactus and succulent related.  A few examples might be: talking about your favorite plant, things you have seen in the wild, field trips, notes on things currently in bloom, favorite nurseries, good trails for seeing cacti in habitat, funny stories or even plant questions.  Photos and drawings are also very welcome.





Similarly feedback on things you would like to see included, things you like or dislike about the newsletter or club are always appreciated - though no promises on being able to meet everyone’s requests!  If there is something you would like to know more about let us know…there may just be a local expert we can coerce into writing an article.





Content, comments and question can always be emailed or posted to the editor:





Dominique Bayne, 4530 West 30th Ave, Denver, 80212 


 � HYPERLINK "mailto:dom@instantfortress.co.uk" ��dom@instantfortress.co.uk� or � HYPERLINK "mailto:bayned@botanicgardens.org" ��bayned@botanicgardens.org�














POI by Email?








Do you have regular access to email?  If so perhaps you would consider receiving your copy of POI by email.  


The benefits are as follows:





Receive your copy of POI about 5 days earlier than by mail.


Save paper


Save the club money both in postage and in printing costs.





It really would help the club if you would consider this option!  If you try it for a couple of months and do not like it you can always switch back to paper copies.





If you are interested then please email David Martin at � HYPERLINK "mailto:dave@haworthia.com" ��dave@haworthia.com�.








Don’t forget to visit the CCSS website at:





http://www.ccss-online.org











Friday April 1st MEMBER PLANT SALE schedule change.





Member plant sale HOURS will be 5:15p.m. until 6:30p.m.  


Dinner for the Friday set up volunteers will follow at 6:30p.m.





Presidential Thoughts - Go Out and Play!





Get up and get out of that house!  The seasons are clashing.  The weather is exciting and unpredictable as the New Year unfolds and nature is eager to spread her wings for you.  


 


Now is the time to go out and observe nature's unfolding.  Visit the Denver Botanic Gardens or other local public gardens, take some short nature walks or pursue longer trail hikes and "see what you can see".  Watch the new growth come up from under “old sticks”, try and predict which plants will emerge next and keep your eyes out for those surprisingly plump Opuntia so you can come back again and again until they flower, just for you.  If you can get to the southwestern deserts, we've heard the wildflowers are spectacular this year.  Then, follow the Colorado wildflowers and the flowering cacti as they emerge in higher elevations over summer’s progress.  


 


Now’s the time to celebrate nature's wonderful miracle in beautiful Colorado.  When you go, consider taking some pictures and share them along with your stories for the rest of.  Here at the POI, we are eager to publish your thoughts and experiences!  





-- Marc Wilson, President





Go out and play, and then tell us about it.








CSSA Membership Advisory Council





Don Campbell recently agreed to be the CCSS representative on the Cactus and Succulent Society of America’s new Membership Advisory Council.





Thanks Don!








Front Range News





On March 8, Dominique Bayne of the Denver Botanic Gardens brought slides and spoke of her recent vacation to Spain at the monthly CCSS meeting.  


Her tour of the area's new botanic garden plus her brief visit to the Kew Botanic Gardens in London demonstrated how fortunate we are with our own DBG.  It was interesting to see how other parts of the world display their cacti and succulents.





--Your Secretary








April 12th Meeting:


Our speaker for the April 12th, 2005 meeting will be will Rod Haenni.  


Rod was a CCSS Member for many years and organized and directed the annual show and sale for three years in the 1980s.  He is currently an active member of the Denver Chapter of the North American Rock Garden Society and is a recognized expert on winter hardy plants in the western US.  


Rod’s presentation will address growing winter hardy cactus and succulents in Colorado.  Come and enjoy his beautiful photographs and lively presentation.


Time:   7.30PM


Date: Tuesday April 12th





Location: Denver Botanic Gardens - Waring House (South of the main entrance on York Street)





-- Dave Martin, Programs





 








Page 1
Page 2
Page 2


