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I’m pleased to announce an important accomplishment of one of our club members.  Jim Weedin has just published his long-awaited book, Cacti of the Trans-Pecos and Adjacent Areas, with Michael Powell.  

The book includes a much-needed taxonomic update on the cacti of west Texas and the surrounding areas, updating Weniger’s quaint and now obsolete Cacti of Texas, which has been out of print for 20 years.  The color photos are both aesthetically pleasing and designed to be useful in identifying the cacti in that area.  

The publisher’s (Texas Tech University Press) list price of $60 is a steal, given its high quality.  

I highly recommend you support one of our club’s experts and add a wonderful new book to your collection.  

I understand from Jim only one run is planned for the academic community, so move fast, as I did! 

--Marc Wilson

Close to 50 members and guests enjoyed a succulent dinner of chicken and beef at the Pinon Grill in Grand Junction December 2.  The cold temperatures gave a holiday feel to the party, while favorable travel weather allowed a good turnout, including Marc Wilson and David Martin from the Denver area.

Don Campbell emceed the event, in addition to coordinating door prizes, member and guest plant giveaways, and a silent auction, featuring beautiful and unusual specimens from the Crump Greenhouse as well as some of his own enticing contributions.  

Bidding was brisk on the auction plants, bringing in more than $300 in revenue from the high bidders.  Beautiful cactus artwork from Rose Nordenberg and Harriet Olds was featured in the door prizes and auction.  Door prizes also included gift certificates, compliments of the Front Range chapter, that were much appreciated by the lucky winners.

Chinle President Chris Christlieb described the state of the chapter in favorable terms and recognized the contributions of certain members during the past year.  

The business side of the evening also included the unanimous election of officers for 2005:

· Reed Irwin, President

· Bob Bubel, Vice President

· Kathleen McGinley, Secretary

· Judy Kennedy, Treasurer

· Bobbie Irwin, Newsletter Editor

President-elect Reed Irwin presented plaques to past presidents Chris Christlieb and Don Campbell.  CCSS President-elect Marc Wilson spoke about his hopes for better communication and unity between 
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Presidential Thoughts

Farewell and Thanks

This is my final President’s message.  I am sorry I could not participate more in the club’s activities during this year, but the old body starts breaking down.  I can’t keep up the pace that I did a few years ago.  

I want to thank all of you who volunteered and accomplished things this year.  Without the volunteers, we can not exist. 

I will be treasurer for at least the next year.  Please give our new board members your support.

We are still in need of a newsletter person to replace Suzanne, who has done a great job over the past three years. 

We had 56 people at the Annual General Meeting, which was down a few from last year.  Some members complained that the fees for members and guests were too expensive.  

It cost us $2,068.78 for the meal, $760 for plants, $200 for miscellaneous items, plus the items pulled from storage and the gift certificates, which had a total value about $200.  These costs added up to $3,228.78, or $57.66 per person.  I don’t think that $20 per head for members was too expensive.  Even $40 for guests was a bargain.  

We count on profits from the Show and Sale for our annual expenses.  This last year we had less than $4,000 profit.  We tend to budget for around $10,000.  So you can see that we are in the red for the year.  

Jim is working on our actual year-end balance as of September 30, 2004.

Any comments?  Please forward them to your new president, Marc Wilson, as of January 1, 2005.

Thanks again for your support!!

--Bob Vick, President
--Your about to be Past President
--303-697-0954, bvickr@msn.com
Chinle Chapter ADM
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the chapters and ideas for working with other garden clubs in the Denver area to coordinate activities, use common resources, and increase membership.
Following a final opportunity to outbid others for auction plants, members and guests selected gift plants to adopt, while door prizes were awarded to lucky members. 

An announcement of auction winners and collection of their monetary contributions rounded out an enjoyable evening.

Other News & Notes from Chinle

As expected, John Moore gave a fascinating program on American deserts at our November meeting.  In addition to his discussion of the Chihuahuan, Sonoran, Mohave, and Great Basin Deserts, which I was aware of, he also mentioned another desert that roughly coincides with the Colorado Plateau, called, by some, the Painted Desert (a name that especially applies to a region in northern Arizona near the Petrified Forest).  

I hadn’t realized that the Red Desert of Wyoming is included in the Great Basin, or that Needles, California, is right on the boundary of the Sonoran and Mohave Deserts.  So Snoopy’s brother Spike could indeed have an outlier saguaro as a buddy.  (I agree with John that the most likely reason is that a Joshua Tree wouldn’t be as recognizable a “desert” symbol as the cactus... even though John’s own expert cartooning suggested it would make an attractive companion.)

--Bobbie Irwin
–Newsletter Editor

We’re still looking for a newsletter editor for the Front Range.  

The current editor is term limited, so we need a replacement.

Please call Marc Wilson (marcwilson2@comcast.net) or Dave Martin (dave@haworthia.com) if you would like to volunteer.  The outgoing editor will be glad to help you get started.

CCSS Officers
(as of January 1, 2005)
President, Marc Wilson

marcwilson2@comcast.net
First Vice President, Programs,

Dave Martin

dave@haworthia.com
Second Vice President, Newsletter

Vacant

Third Vice President, Show & Sale,

Ken Sipsey

ksipsey@wideopenwest.com

Secretary, Pam Story

pvstory2@aol.com

Treasurer, Bob Vick

bvickr@msn.com
Member-at-Large, Margo Verkutis
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Suzanne McNamara

8257 West Virginia Avenue 

Lakewood, CO  80226


UNTIL THE END OF THE YEAR


CCSS Officers


President, Bob Vick


303-697-0954, � HYPERLINK mailto:bvickr@msn.com ��bvickr@msn.com�


First Vice President, Programs,


Roswitha Moehring


303-433-4144, rmoehring@pol.net


Second Vice President, Newsletter,


Suzanne McNamara


303-987-2898, � HYPERLINK mailto:pinoakcir@aol.com ��pinoakcir@aol.com�


Third Vice President, Show & Sale,


Ken Sipsey


303-987-2911, ksipsey@wideopenwest.com


Secretary–Treasurer, Jim Cuscaden


303-659-8428, � HYPERLINK mailto:jcuscaden@aol.com ��jcuscaden@aol.com�


Member-at-Large, Dave Martin


303-422-9143, � HYPERLINK mailto:jcuscaden@aol.com ��dave@haworthia.com�





Chinle Chapter Officers


President, Chris Christlieb


970-248-3591, chriscarol@gvii.net


Vice President, Reed Irwin


970-249-2981, irwin@rmi.net


Secretary, Judy Kolz


970-255-8338, jrkolz@aol.com


Treasurer, Judy Kennedy


970-241-4727, jfken16786@aol.com


Newsletter Editor, Bobbie Irwin


970-249-2981, irwin@rmi.net
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Cacti of the Trans-Pecos 


Jim Weedin’s Book Published





Officers Elected


Chinle Chapter’s Annual Meeting a Success





December Meeting


Show and Tell





Our December meeting will be a Show and Tell.  


It’s been a few years since we’ve had such a meeting, and they’re very enjoyable, and often informative as well.


Members are invited to bring in a plant that is a favorite or that has a story or is interesting in some way.


One of my favorite plants is one that I learned about at a Show and Tell, the ZZ plant.  A member told about how well her ZZ plant grew, and if I recall, how it had survived a couple mishaps.  However, I may be confusing what I heard at Show and Tell with my own plant—which has grown well and survived a couple of mishaps.  (ZZ plants are great for an office setting, and I’ve been able to tell a coworker or two what kind of plant they had.)


No doubt there will be some beautiful and unusual plants that will be well worth seeing and learning about, and you may pick up some useful tips on how to save a sick or damaged plant.


The meeting will be on Tuesday, December 14, at 7:30 p.m.  


We’ll meet in the usual place—the Waring House, which is just south of the wall of the Denver Botanic Gardens.  It is on the northwest corner of 9th Avenue and York Street.


Now is a busy time of year, and our meeting is close to the holidays.  But beautiful cacti and succulents make for a joyous occasion.  


Hope to see you there!
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