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The Annual Dinner Meeting of the Colorado Cactus & Succulent Society was enlivened with a new activity this year.  A silent auction, featuring 25 items, added a bit more anticipation and enthusiasm to the usual drawings for member gift plants and door prizes.  

Ten choice plants were purchased from Crump’s Greenhouse for the auction.  In addition, David Martin donated two very desirable Haworthias, Jim Cuscaden chipped in a nice two-headed Matucana, Harriet Olds contributed a set of her newest note cards, and Don Campbell came up with eight winter-hardy cacti.

In the past, the most coveted plants went to the fortunate few lucky enough to have their names drawn early in the process.  This year’s silent auction brought a certain level of equity to the process.  The idea was for everyone to have an equal opportunity to take home the choicest prizes.  All that was required, in addition to money, was the persistence and determination to end up as the highest bidder.  While the silent auction generated over $325, it was not intended to be a money-raising activity.

The beautiful Haworthia emelyae v. comptoniana (donated by David Martin) resulted 14 individual bids and the most lively bidding competition of the evening.  An additional half dozen items generated six or more bids each.  At the other end of the spectrum, 11 items had only one or two bids, and were, figuratively speaking, “stolen.”

The fascinating Albuca namaquanum went home with Norah Otto in exchange for a 35-dollar tab.  This unusual African bulb ended up being the most expensive acquisition of the evening.  Another six plants generated high bids of $20 or more.

A brown-bag mystery plant was taken over the Divide by Chinle Chapter member Chris Christlieb in exchange for a paltry 10 dollars.  Only two members were adventuresome enough to risk bidding on this magical plant.  Not since Jack exchanged his mother’s cow for some magic beans has anyone pulled off such a stupendous coup. 

Twenty-six members attending the Meeting participated in this exciting event, while the others declined to join in on the fun.

Once again, Crump’s Greenhouse came through with a superb selection of gift plants for members to chose from. Everyone went home with a plant that, with a bit of TLC over the next year, should appear as an entry in the 2006 CCSS Show and Sale.

Twelve outstanding door prizes were awarded during the evening festivities, including eight gift certificates ranging from a $35 individual membership in CSSA to discounts on the purchase of items at the 2005 Show & Sale. In addition, there were four highly desirable clothing items with either CCSS or Chinle Chapter emblems.

--Don Campbell

For the results of the Silent Auction, see page 2.

Mention the Great Basin Desert and the mind immediately conjures up an image of endless miles of sand and sagebrush punctuated by parched barren mountain ranges.  Reference the Colorado Plateau and visions of vast, monumental and indescribably stunning redrock panoramas appear. 

Overlay the two and you find yourself in western Colorado, southern Utah, or northern Arizona.  Lurking within these gargantuan landscapes are some tiny intriguing, beautiful, and frequently overlooked surprises. 

Join Don Campbell for an exposé of some quite exquisite members of the elite flora on the Federal Threatened and Endangered list.  Marvel at their various haunts, some desolate beyond belief, others indescribably beautiful.  Learn a bit about some of the many challenges to their survival and how they cope.  View these rare beauties in their seldom seen spring finery.  Along the way you may encounter a few of their equally comely, albeit more common, cousins in the cactus family.

Don Campbell, studied forestry at Colorado State University, and throughout much of his 33-year career with the U.S. Forest Service, remained blissfully oblivious to cacti.  However, by the late 1970s, having acquired a few potted cacti, he began showing the first telltale signs of an addiction.  In the mid-1980s, while stationed in Lakewood, Don joined the Colorado Cactus & Succulent Society, quickly becoming an unabashed cactophile.

Retiring in 1992, he and his wife promptly fled the Front Range congestion and moved to the West Slope.  During the next few years, soothed by the relative tranquillity of Grand Junction, he metamorphosed from a benign cactophile into a rabid and totally unrepentant cactimaniac.  He and his wife, Carol, spend countless hours scouring the Colorado Plateau/Great Basin region searching for, and capturing on film, these alluring, elusive, and sometimes evanescent Lilliputian denizens 

Please join Don on Tuesday, November 9, at 7:30 p.m. for his presentation of these beautiful plants, at our regular meeting.  The meeting will be held at the Waring House, at the corner of York and 8th, just south of the Denver Botanic Gardens.

Our December meeting, on December 14, will be what some members call “Favorite Plant Night.”  Members bring in plants that are favorites for sentimental reasons, because they’re prize-winners, or just ’cuz they are.

But “Favorite Plant Night” isn’t the official title, so don’t be limited to favorites.  Bring in an ornery old cuss that survived the blizzard of 2002 or survived being forgotten on the back porch last winter.  Bring in a rare specimen that would surprise even our most knowledgeable members.  Bring in a beauty or a strange-looking whatchamacallit.  Bring in any cactus or succulent that has a story, would interest our members, or is, yes, a favorite.

Hope to see you there.


SILENT AUCTION RESULTS

Haw. emelyae v comptoniana, $12.50, Jerry Kilgore

Albuca namaquanum, $35.00, Norah Otto

Adenia glauca, $25.00, Steve Miles

Haw. magnifica v acuminata, $10.00, Bob Vick

Straw Hat $8.50, Kathleen Hames

Sclerocactus parviflorus, $8.00, Jim Cuscaden

Escobaria missouriensis, $8.50, Randy Siebert

Echinocactus grusonii v. monst., $19.00, Don Campbell

Brown Bag Mystery Cactus ?.??, $10.00, Chris Christlieb

Dioscorea elephantidens, $23.00, Jim Cuscaden 

Matucana oreodoxa, $7.00, Pam Story-Staker

Grusonia clavata, $3.50, Randy Siebert

Maihuenopsis darwinii, $6.00, Neal Lundquist

Note Cards, $12.00, Pam Story-Staker

Mammillaria compressa ‘Yokan’, $11.00, Don Campbell 

Sulcorebutia rauschii (purple fm.), $16.00, Randy Tatroe

Myrtillocactus geometrizans crest, $21.00, Roswitha Moehring

Pachypodium brevicaule, $21.00, Kathleen Hames 

Haworthia truncata v. crassa, $21.00, Dave Kennedy

Euphorbia milli crest,  $20.00, Chris Christlieb

Opuntia aurea, $2.50, Raymond Fowltes

Cylindropuntia whipplei, $7.00, Raymond Fowltes

Cylindropuntia spinosior, $7.00, Rita Auer

Opuntia fragilis v. denudata, $3.50, Randy Siebert

T-shirt, $10.00, Rita Auer

  Do you know how many deserts there are in this country?  Or where they’re located?  If Snoopy’s brother Spike lives in the Mohave Desert, why does he have a Saguaro cactus as a buddy? 

Chinle Chapter members look forward to a virtual tour of our native deserts with our member John Moore, who provides interesting programs for us from time to time.  John will discuss what makes these areas and their flora distinct.  It should be a nice warm topic for our November 11 meeting, for those of us facing winter on the Western Slope.

Our October meeting featured a show-and-tell session with beautiful succulents accompanied by entertaining tales from several members.  

Two days later, eight Chinle Chapter members enjoyed the annual dinner meeting of CCSS in Denver, and several of us spent some time shopping at Crump’s greenhouse in Buena Vista on the way home.  We thank our Denver hosts and Rita and Mike for their hospitality.

The Chinle Chapter annual dinner and election of officers is scheduled for Thursday evening, December 2, at the Pinon Grill in Grand Junction.  Front-Range members are welcome to join us for an evening of good food, good company, and good plant goodies.  Reservations are due by November 18; contact Reed Irwin, (970) 249-2981; irwin@rmi.net.

--Bobbie Irwin
–Chinle Newsletter Editor


Minutes of the September 20, 2004, 

CCSS Board Meeting

The following CCSS Board members were present: Bob Vick, Suzanne McNamara, Ken Sipsey, Dave Martin, and Jim Cuscaden. The following issues were discussed:

1. Minutes of the June 15. 2004 CCSS Board meeting were reviewed and approved as presented.

2. The 2004 CCSS Budget status (dated 9/20/04) was presented. Details of the third quarter expenses of $1,653 were given.  Current cash on hand is $16,113.  No other major expenses are expected before the end of the funding year (9/30/04).  A year-end financial summary will be presented at the AGM. 

3. Plans for the October 16, 2004, Annual General Meeting were reviewed.  The Board agreed that the dinner costs should be set at $20 for members and $35 for nonmembers.  Don Campbell will be the host; details of timing and prize drawings will be coordinated with him.  The funding levels for the door prizes and silent auction were summarized by Jim Cuscaden (on behalf of Don Campbell) and were agreed on. 

4. CCSS Board Elections.  Dave Martin provided the latest status of nominees for the 2005 Board directors.  Nominees for Newsletter Editor and Secretary have not yet been obtained.  Dave will continue to contact member nominations before the AGM. He will also present ballots at the meeting to finalize the elections. 

5. Any other Business. 

a) The Board discussed the possibility of making the December meeting a plant swap and a pot luck informal get together. Roswitha Moehring will be asked to pursue the plans.  

b) Ken Sipsey said that he is developing a “to-do” list for the Show & Sale and requests past S & S personnel to send him input. He also suggested that the CCSS adopt a theme for the event and he would appreciate ideas on this line. 

c) The CCSS website was briefly discussed. The previous action item of obtaining a post office box will be deferred until next years plans for the website are finalized. 
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Suzanne McNamara

8257 West Virginia Avenue 

Lakewood, CO  80226




A roster of new officers for the Colorado Cactus and Succulent Society was chosen at the October 16 annual meeting.  Club business was discussed, as members exchanged ideas for the direction CCSS should take.  


The new officers are:


President: Marc Wilson


First Vice President, Programs: David Martin


Second Vice President, Newsletter: Open


Third Vice President, Show & Sale: Ken Sipsey


Secretary: Pam Story


Treasurer: Bob Vick


Member at Large: Margo Verkutis








Annual Dinner and Meeting


New Officers, New Business, New Fun





Chinle News and Notes


Virtual Tour of Native Deserts





CCSS Officers


President, Bob Vick


303-697-0954, � HYPERLINK mailto:bvickr@msn.com ��bvickr@msn.com�


First Vice President, Programs,


Roswitha Moehring


303-433-4144, rmoehring@pol.net


Second Vice President, Newsletter,


Suzanne McNamara


303-987-2898, � HYPERLINK mailto:pinoakcir@aol.com ��pinoakcir@aol.com�


Third Vice President, Show & Sale,


Ken Sipsey


303-987-2911, ksipsey@wideopenwest.com


Secretary–Treasurer, Jim Cuscaden


303-659-8428, � HYPERLINK mailto:jcuscaden@aol.com ��jcuscaden@aol.com�


Member-at-Large, Dave Martin


303-422-9143, � HYPERLINK mailto:jcuscaden@aol.com ��dave@haworthia.com�





Chinle Chapter Officers


President, Chris Christlieb


970-248-3591, chriscarol@gvii.net


Vice President, Reed Irwin


970-249-2981, irwin@rmi.net


Secretary, Judy Kolz


970-255-8338, jrkolz@aol.com


Treasurer, Judy Kennedy


970-241-4727, jfken16786@aol.com


Newsletter Editor, Bobbie Irwin


970-249-2981, irwin@rmi.net





November Meeting


Lilliputian Cacti of the Colorado Plateau








EDITOR’S NOTE


Please note, folks, that I am term limited.  In our roster of new officers, the newsletter editor space is unfilled.  


Please call Dave Martin if you would like to volunteer.
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