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The Annual Dinner and General Meeting will be held on Saturday, October 16, at DiCicco’s Italian Restaurant in Olde Town Arvada.  The meeting will begin at 5:30 p.m. 

CCSS held last year’s annual gathering at DiCicco’s, and the restaurant got uniformly fine reviews for the food, the facilities, and the staff.  

The Chinle Chapter’s Don Campbell, who was our genial host last year, will again perform the emcee duties.

The cost is $20 for members and $35 for nonmember guests.  Those with family memberships are entitled to two tickets at the member price.

We’ve changed the date from the traditional December time because many members couldn’t attend because of other commitments during that busy time of year.  The hope is that the fall foliage will be past its prime and the ski season and ice fishing season will have not yet begun, so it will be a great time to spend an evening with fellow cactophiles and succulent lovers.  Of course, there is always the possibility of snow, but the driving should be better for members coming from the Western Slope, the Colorado Springs and Pueblo area, and the northern part of the state.

DiCicco’s is at 5660 Olde Wadsworth Boulevard, which runs parallel to Wadsworth Boulevard.  Wadsworth Boulevard is Exit 269 from I‑70, a few miles west of Denver.  Head north on Wadsworth to 53rd Avenue.  (Get in the left lane as soon as you can, since it’s not very far and you’ll be making a left turn.)  Turn west on 53rd.  It’s only a short distance to Olde Wadsworth.  Head north on Olde Wadsworth just a few blocks to DiCicco’s.

Folks coming up I‑25 from the south may prefer to get off the interstate at Sixth Avenue instead of going all the way to I‑70.  Go west on Sixth for a couple miles and take the north Wadsworth Boulevard exit.  

The restaurant doesn’t have a parking lot, but there are lots within a few blocks and plenty of street parking.

There are renovations taking place on the roads and sidewalks in that part of Arvada, but they are scheduled to be finished by the 16th.  However, the best laid plans of mice and men and road crews sometimes go awry, so perhaps give yourself an extra five minutes.

Last year’s party was a great success, and we hope that this year more members will be able to attend to make it even better!

One of the functions of the Annual Meeting is to elect officers.  We’re still looking for volunteers.  

CCSS member Brad Johnson had offered to take the position of newsletter editor, but because he will be transferred for his job, he had to withdraw.  The current editor has served for three years and is required by the club’s bylaws to step down. 

If you would like to run for any CCSS office, please call member at large Dave Martin at 303-422-9143 or e-mail him at dave@haworthia.com
As of now, we have the following slate:

President: Marc Wilson
First Vice President, Programs: Dave Martin
Second Vice President, Newsletter: Open
Third Vice President, Show and Sale: Ken Sipsey
Secretary: Open
Treasurer: Bob Vick
Member at Large: Suzanne McNamara

Presidential Thoughts

Still Looking for Volunteers

The Annual Meeting and election of the Board and officers of this organization is Saturday October 16, 2004, at DiCicco’s Italian Restaurant in Arvada, as last year. Details in another item. Get your reservations in to Roswitha now.

I may sound like a broken record; BUT I repeat the following:

For this organization to survive we MUST have volunteers to fill the Board positions that are being vacated this year.  A few members have kept this organization going for the past many years are getting to the point that we can no longer carry the load alone. 

We still must have replacements for VP for the Newsletter and Secretary.  Contact Dave Martin and volunteer to be on the Board.   You can still be nominated (with your approval) for the Board at the Annual Meeting. Past board members are happy to assist you.

The Society needs YOU!

A list of nominated Board members is on page 1.  The new board takes its place January 1, 2005. 

We plan to have a joint Board meeting with the old and the new Board to help with the transition.

--Bob Vick, President
--303-697-0954, bvickr@msn.com
In addition to the usual door prize and member gift plant drawings, there will be a secret silent auction. Similar auctions have proven quite popular at the Chinle Chapter Annual Dinner Meetings the past couple of years.

Ten choice plants from the Crump Greenhouse will be the main attraction in the auction.  Additional plants and other items are being donated by several members. 

Come prepared for some added excitement provided by the secret silent auction. . . and don’t forget to bring your money.

The Crump Greenhouse will again supply a wide variety of their superbly grown plants for individual members to drool over in anticipation of making their choices after dinner when the magic numbers are drawn.

Based on the quality of the individual member gift plants it’s unlikely, indeed nearly impossible, for members, including the last one to choose, to go home disappointed with their selection. 

Door prize drawings will be distributed throughout the after-dinner activities.  This year’s selections will include a nice variety of valuable non-plant items.

Socializing with other members is always fun, but the drawing is a hoot.  After all, there’s a reason we’re known as “cactophiles.”

Hi, folks.  I had a few minutes at lunch to look over some of the stats for our website. Here are just a few interesting details that pop to the top. 

· The three most popular pages are Palmer Park Hike, Don’s Hardy Cactus, and Greenland Ranch Hike.  Following in fourth and fifth place are September 11 DBG photo tour and EthelMChocolates tour.

· We average four visits per hour.

· The most popular reference source is Google, followed by Yahoo and distantly by MSN.  CactusMall, Haworthia.com, and others give us about a hit per month each.

· AOL browsers are the most common visitor. Surprisingly, Netscape/Mozilla browsers visit our site about as often as InternetExplorer browsers.

· Two thirds of visitors entering the site via Palmer Park, Don’s Hardy Cacti, or Greenland Ranch did visit the main Growers Corner and Hiking pages.  I will add a link to our membership information to those two pages to try to direct them.

So to wrap all of that up, interesting articles about places to visit or outdoor gardening in our area are what bring folks to our site.  Most people enter via a search engine rather than the main home page. The more articles about specific hikes and places, the more folks are going to visit CCSS-Online and the club could grow.

If you have taken an interesting hike and have a few pictures or something fun to write about it, just write it up and send it my way. 

--Scot Hume
--scot_hume@yahoo.com

At our annual holiday gatherings, we’ve drawn numbers to choose plants and participated in silent auctions to outbid other members on special collector plants.  Our October 14 meeting will be an opportunity to see what’s become of some of these specimens--to show off what we “won” as well as feel a little nostalgic about those we missed out on. 

Newer members who haven’t participated in the dinner meetings are welcome to bring special plants they’ve taken a fancy to.

Our own member John Moore will provide a bit of warmth to our November meeting, when he talks about American deserts. Our Chinle Chapter holiday party will round out an exciting year in December. 

Some Chinle Chapter members are looking forward to attending the CCSS annual meeting in October and stopping by Crumps’ in Buena Vista on the way home—or perhaps making a special trip over the mountains just to see the famous Crump greenhouse.

Dave Martin provided a most entertaining and enlightening program in September with a travelogue of his trip to South Africa.  The amazing variety of plants and the spectacular scenery, along with Dave’s commentary, kept us enthralled.

Everyone had an opportunity to adopt a Haworthia, thanks to his generosity.

--Bobbie Irwin
–Chinle Newsletter Editor




Points of Interest

Suzanne McNamara

8257 West Virginia Avenue 

Lakewood, CO  80226




If you plan to attend, please contact Roswitha Moehring as soon as possible so that she can make the arrangements with DiCicco’s.


Her telephone number is 303-433-4144 (evenings), and her e-mail address is rmoehring@pol.net.


You can mail a check to her at 


2235 Julian Street�Denver, CO  80211 


or you can bring cash to the restaurant.











Mark Your Calendar


Annual Dinner and General Meeting October 16





Chinle News and Notes


What Ever Happened To. . . ?





CCSS Officers


President, Bob Vick


303-697-0954, � HYPERLINK mailto:bvickr@msn.com ��bvickr@msn.com�


First Vice President, Programs,


Roswitha Moehring


303-433-4144, rmoehring@pol.net


Second Vice President, Newsletter,


Suzanne McNamara


303-987-2898, � HYPERLINK mailto:pinoakcir@aol.com ��pinoakcir@aol.com�


Third Vice President, Show & Sale,


Ken Sipsey


303-987-2911, ksipsey@wideopenwest.com


Secretary–Treasurer, Jim Cuscaden


303-659-8428, � HYPERLINK mailto:jcuscaden@aol.com ��jcuscaden@aol.com�


Member-at-Large, Dave Martin


303-422-9143, � HYPERLINK mailto:jcuscaden@aol.com ��dave@haworthia.com�





Chinle Chapter Officers


President, Chris Christlieb


970-248-3591, chriscarol@gvii.net


Vice President, Reed Irwin


970-249-2981, irwin@rmi.net


Secretary, Judy Kolz


970-255-8338, jrkolz@aol.com


Treasurer, Judy Kennedy


970-241-4727, jfken16786@aol.com


Newsletter Editor, Bobbie Irwin


970-249-2981, irwin@rmi.net





November and December Meetings


Lilliputian Cacti


Not only has Chinle member Don Campbell agreed to host the annual dinner meeting, but he will also be our speaker for the November meeting. 


Don is surely one of the most knowledgeable members of the club, and he will be sharing some of his knowledge on the small cacti of the Great Basin and Colorado Plateau.  Members who have enjoyed the field trips to the Western Slope know what beauties these little guys can be—and the background scenery can be fantastic!


The meeting will be held at the Waring House, November 8, at 7:30 p.m.  


Tentative plans for the December meeting are for a “favorite plant” night.  We haven’t had one of these meetings for some time, and they’re great fun.  Members bring a cactus or succulent plant that’s a favorite for whatever reason and tell the plant’s story.  Some members’ plants have survived hair-raising adversity; others are so old, they’ve become part of the family; still others are prize-winning specimens or treasured gifts or were acquired in interesting or unusual ways.


The meeting will be December 14 at the regular time and place.








Facts and Figures about the Website





Silent Plant Auction


























Page 4

