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The Annual Dinner and General Meeting will be held on Saturday, October 16.  CCSS elects its officers at the annual meeting and we need volunteers to run.

As of now, we have the following slate:

President:  Marc Wilson
First Vice President, Programs: Open
Second Vice President, Newsletter: Brad Johnson
Third Vice President, Show and Sale: Ken Sipsey
Secretary: Open
Treasurer: Open
Member at Large: Open

Most of our current officers are term limited and cannot keep their offices.  

If you would like to run for any CCSS office, please call member at large Dave Martin at 303-422-9143 or  e-mail him at dave@haworthia.com

“Succulent Sculptures” Talk by Chris Barnhill

CCSS is sponsoring a lecture by Chris Barnhill at the Denver Botanic Gardens, and all CCSS members are invited to the lecture for free and to attend a potluck dinner before the lecture to meet Chris.  Chris is curator of plant collections at the University of California, Fullerton, Arboretum and former curator of succulents at DBG (and former CCSS member).  His photographs appear in Lithops: Treasures of the Veldt and Dumpling and His Wife: New Views of the Genus Conophytum, both by Steven Hammer.

His talk, “Succulent Sculptures,” will be about succulents from South Africa, both those hardy in Colorado and some for indoors.

The lecture will be held Thursday, September 30, at 7.00 p.m.  The potluck is at 6.00 p.m. If you plan to attend the potluck, please contact Dominique (303 386 3360 or bayned@botanicgardens.org) so food can be coordinated.

Nonhardy Succulents at DBG

The planting in what is currently the “Alpine House” at Denver Botanic Gardens is being converted into a new display of nonhardy succulents.  The area is being split into two sections: the first section is being planted with Old World succulents such as Mesembs, Haworthias, and Stapeliads, while the other half is New World succulents including cacti, agaves, and Echeverias from all over North and South America.

A display board will be used to give information on cacti and succulents, as well as information about CCSS.

Members of CCSS will be welcome to preview this new display on the evening of September 30, at the potluck before Chris Barnhill’s lecture.  Horticulturists Dare Bohlander and Dominique Bayne, who are responsible for this new display, will be present to answer questions.

Presidential Thoughts

Sign Up Now, Please!

We MUST have volunteers to fill the Board positions that are being vacated in October. A few members have kept this organization going for the past many years, and we are getting to the point that we can no longer carry the load alone. 

A list of nominated Board members is on page 1 of this issue.  We still must have replacements for VP for programs, treasurer, secretary, and member at large.  Contact Dave Martin and volunteer to be on the Board.  

Past board members are happy to assist you.  The Society needs YOU!  

The Annual Meeting and election of Board and officers of this organization is Saturday, October 16, at same restaurant in Arvada as last year.  You can still be nominated (with your approval) for the Board at the Annual Meeting.

We are having a special night on September 30 at DBG with a potluck dinner at 6:00 p.m. and a special speaker at 7:00 p.m. See details in the meeting notice.  This is free to CCSS members, while others have to pay $18.00.  Be sure to bring your CCSS ID badge.

--Bob Vick, President
--303-697-0954, bvickr@msn.com

Annual Meeting Location

So that members, especially the Chinle Chapter members, can plan ahead, here are the directions to DiCicco’s, where the Annual Meeting will be held.

DiCicco’s is at 5660 Olde Wadsworth Boulevard in “Olde Town Arvada.”  The restaurant is just a short distance north of I-70.  Take the Wadsworth Boulevard exit (exit 269), which is a few miles west of Denver.  Go north on Wadsworth Boulevard.  Olde Wadsworth runs parallel to “regular” Wadsworth and can be reached by turning west on 53rd Avenue. DiCicco’s is north of the shopping center close to the Loewe’s Hardware Store.  The phone number is 303-940-9877.

It has been a busy summer for our Website.  A lot has been happening and I figured it was about time to give everyone an update of some of the new additions.  

For those of you who have not visited the site, the address is www.ccss-online.org.  For folks who are not on our email update list, be sure to fill out the sign-up form under our Contacts section.  

Don’t forget to check the calendar for events of interest to CCSS members.  If you have an event you think others would be interested in, you can add it with the online form below the main calendar.  

For all of us who could use a lesson in nomenclature, we have added a wonderful PDF file.  Michelle DePrenger-Levin of the Denver Botanical Gardens put together this class and was nice enough to share it with us. I know I learned a lot from this presentation.

There are some fun new xeriscape sites on the Interesting Links page.  The site I like the best is from Colorado Springs Utilities (CSU).  Roger Smith, a former CCSS member, did a wonderful job of helping CSU create a fairly complete list of xeriscape plants in a database format that makes finding the desired plants really easy.  Pick the amount of water and shade for your garden and it gives you a list of compatible plants.  No xeriscape list would be complete without a visit to the Denver Water Board.  (I know it is hard to believe, but the Denver Water Board actually owns the name xeriscape.)

Jim Weedin pointed me to the Chicuahua Research Institutes site.  This is a must-visit for folks heading south to that neck of the woods.  Take a look under the Facilities and Grounds section for some fun cactus details.

Pam Story discovered the Home and Garden TV site along with its Cacti section.  This is a nicely organized site that many of you might find interesting.

Keep your eye open next couple of months.  I will be adding a series of cactus slide shows presenting Roger Smith’s extensive collection.  This three-disk set is going to be a huge asset because each plant is identified by name.  I will have it up and running as soon as I can figure out how to handle the huge number of plants he had in his collection.

--Scot Hume
--scot_hume@yahoo.com

On the way home from visiting my 98 year old mother in Ohio, I took a detour to Council Bluffs, Iowa, to attend the Midwest Regional Conference of the Cactus and Succulent Society of America.  It was held June 11–13, 2004, with about 60 in attendance.  I was the only one from Colorado.  The Conference was sponsored by two clubs, the River City C&SS and the Mid-Iowa C&SS, and was held in what had been a Ramada Inn.

The hotel was a big topic of conversation as we came to realize that there did not seem to be any other hotel guests except those attending our conference.  We came to learn that the hotel had lost its status as a Ramada Inn since the time it was booked for the conference.  It had degenerated into what Chuck Hanson, one of the organizers, characterized as an example of a third-world hotel.  

I had avoided the problems with the hotel rooms by staying at a lakeside campground south of town.  At first I teased the other attendees about how I, at least, had hot water at the campground.  But I found it harder to crow about my accommodations on the second day when a major thunderstorm and downpour inundated the city, including my camp.  When I got back to camp, my tent still stood, but everything inside was soaked.  

Despite problems with hotel rooms, the accommodations for the meetings seemed quite nice.  The rooms were properly sized and equipped for the lecture sessions and for the show and sale room.  Complimentary refreshments were available during most sessions and the air conditioning kept us comfortable.  

I have attended other such meetings, and once again I found the speakers to be most enjoyable.  I get a kick out of seeing exotic parts of the world through the eyes of other plant lovers.  These talks speak to my love of adventure and my appreciation of geography.  I love the sweeping vistas of distant lands as well as the close-up beauty of the most bizarre and magnificent succulent plants that these traveling aficionados of succulents encountered.  

Dr. Mark Dimmit, Director of Natural History at the Arizona-Sonoran Desert Museum, discussed adeniums and showed us a multitude of adenium cultivars with many beautiful flower variations.  

A few days, later Mark showed us a hill called Cerro Colorado, which is located near the Pacific coast of central Baja California and has an “Extreme Local Succulent Diversity” that he claimed rivaled that of any of the popular succulent destinations around the world.  In making assertions about succulent diversity, he realized that he had to define what he meant by “succulence,” a task that was surprisingly difficult.  

For example, should a potato plant or a Dutch bulb be considered a succulent?  The final definition of succulence that his group came up with was one that involved two factors: a succulent life form (both potato and Dutch bulb qualify here) and a succulent life style that permits the plant to actually use the stored water.  Presumably this last part of the definition eliminates the potato and Dutch bulb from the succulent plant category.  

Mike Massara, the owner of Out of Africa, a succulent nursery in Ohio, discussed one of his specialties, “Succulent Plants of Tropical East Africa,” particularly those from around Lake Malawi.  Later he turned to another of his special interests when he described a very eventful “Madagascar Succulent Safari.”.  He and his companions traveled by car and by boat to see adenias, pachypodiums, and others growing on the sides of cliffs by the river.   After many vehicle breakdowns the group was able to return to civilization, but only with significant effort.  He also showed photos of baobab trees (Adonsonia bicolor) that they encountered.

Another member of the Madagascar safari, Chuck Hanson of Arid Lands Greenhouses in Iowa, continued the “Madagascar Succulent Safari” presentation with photos and discussions of aloes, pachypodiums, orchids, and euphorbias. 

Dylan Hannon, currently of Huntington Botanical Gardens, showed his excellent photos of Socotra, an island off the Horn of Africa.  While closest to Somalia, Socotra is actually a part of Yemen.  Unlike most of east Africa, Socotra has a very intact flora, probably due to the island being isolated for so long that it has retained many of the traditional land-use practices that enabled its inhabitants to live there for generations without significant environmental degradation. 

Two presentations were given by Dennis Cathcart, co-owner of Tropiflora, a nursery specializing in bromeliads, orchids, cycads, and other exotic tropical plants.  The first was on “Terrestrial Earthbound Bromeliads” and the second was on “Caribbean Caudiciforms: Exploring Coastal Venezuela.”  It was amazing to see photos of caudex-forming plants in the jungle!

Continuing the jungle theme, Tom Knapic spoke on “Cacti and Other Succulents of Minas Gerais, Brazil.”  Tom is a schoolteacher who has traveled all around the world to see succulent plants.  He showed lots of bromeliads as well as Ubelmania cactus growing in the jungle.

The next day Tom moved on to “Chile, a Closer Look.”  He described a trip along the Pacific coast through the Atacama Desert.  I learned that the black color associated with copiapoas is actually due primarily to selection by growers.  He pointed out that by using Global Positioning System (GPS) one could track the growth of individual specimens in the field.  This is something that has been almost impossible before, especially over long time intervals.  It is his conclusion that many Chilean cacti listed as endangered or threatened are actually thriving in large numbers and should not be so listed.  (My notes are not clear on this point, but I believe he was referring to copiapoas.)  

Dylan Hannon took time out from discussing his Socotra adventures to give a short talk on “Soft but Tough, the Manfredas.”  They are closely related to the agaves and 99 percent are from Mexico.  Not all manfredas are succulent.  Unlike others in the genus, the deciduous M. Virginiana is found in the United States and is quite hardy.

Mark Sitter, formerly a horticulturist with the Arizona–Sonora Desert Museum, bought us closer to home with a talk about a one-day tour of “Cacti and Succulents of Southeastern Arizona.”  Among other things, he told of an easy-to-locate crested saguaro on a hill near the San Xavier del Bac Mission Church near Tucson.  A couple days later he gave us “An Insider’s Look at an Arizona Cactus Farm,” a new venture of his.  He and his wife recently acquired the B & B Cactus Farm and have been working to revitalize the sales area, greenhouses, and outdoor gardens of this landmark Tucson cactus business.

Several themes emerged from the various speakers.  The role of goats in the devastation of succulent plants and their habitats is a long-standing concern.  But several speakers pointed out that in many areas around the world, rock outcrops are acting as refugia for succulents, protecting them not only from goats, but also from fire.  

A theme that is a little unusual in CSSA meetings was the frequent discussion of bromeliads by some of the speakers.  Not all bromeliads are succulent, but even so, they seem to have broad appeal to succulent lovers.

It also became quite clear that succulent lovers have interests that go well beyond succulent plants.  Several of the speakers showed us beautiful chameleons, geckos, spiders, and snakes.  And several people in the audience could identify these creatures by genus and species as well as they could identify the plants.  

In addition to the speakers, the other main item of interest was the sales room.  I was particularly pleased to purchase reasonably priced winter-hardy cacti (not opuntias) from Earth Shanti, run by Mark Schiller from Ohio.  His plants, including a few pediocacti and sclerocacti, were of a sufficiently large size and grown “hard” enough that they did not suffer when planted out in the withering Pueblo sunshine in the middle of June.  

Other growers were Out of Africa, Tropiflora, Cactus Patch, and Lynn and Lowilla Wilson.  The group was invited to an after-convention tour of the greenhouses of Chuck Hanson’s Chinle News & Notes

Reference Library and an Odd Cactus

At our August meeting, member Bob Bubel led a discussion about compiling a reference library for the chapter, or at least a list of members’ books and book reviews that might be of interest to Chinle members.  Reed Irwin showed his collection of Pereskias and talked about the distribution and habits of this interesting leafy cactus tree!  It’s hard to imagine a 60-foot cactus with limbs and leaves, among the intriguing bits of information Reed shared with the group. 

We’re looking forward to a visit from Dave Martin September 9, when he’s scheduled to give us his talk about his recent succulent safari to Africa.  The meeting, as usual, will start at 6:30 p.m. at the Community Room of Mesa Mall.  

We are also anticipating an interesting October meeting, our chance to share the special plants we’ve been accumulating at our December parties so everyone can see how the gift and raffle plants they missed out on have thrived.  John Moore will present the November meeting on Deserts of the Americas.  And our annual holiday dinner meeting is scheduled for December 2 at the Pinyon Grill in Grand Junction.

--Bobbie Irwin
--Chinle Chapter newsletter editor


Midwestern Conference
--Continued from page 4.

Arid Lands East.  They are located south of Council Bluffs in the fascinating Loess Hills that border the East bank of the Missouri River.  Chuck is very pleased with having one of the greenhouses open to the air during the summer.  The structure is covered with hardware cloth to protect against hail, but the rain comes right on through to the plants, even the big deluge that we experienced during the conference.  

The two host clubs also held their annual show as part of the Conference.  It was judged publicly by three of the speakers.  Numerous conference attendees, including myself, tagged along with the judges as they discussed the plants and made awards.  It was very interesting to hear what they had to say about the merits of the show plants.  

A reception and a banquet were also on the agenda, providing good opportunities for the “visits” of some Council Bluffs notables such as suffragette Amanda Bloomer and explorer Captain William Clark.  Alas, Meriwether Lewis was not present.  A rare plant auction was held after the banquet.

Finally at a short business meeting, we discussed where the next Mid-West conference might be held in 2006.  Several mentioned that they would like to attend such a conference in Denver, but I could not speak for our club.  I assured the group 



that I would bring up this issue with our club and see if there is any interest in hosting the next Mid-West Conference.  Since I will be fully retired by that time, I have even toyed with the idea of organizing such a conference myself, but only with the help of a significant number of our club members.  I am more than a little wary about mentioning this in a public forum, but let’s see what happens. 

--David Spenny



Points of Interest

Suzanne McNamara

8257 West Virginia Avenue 

Lakewood, CO  80226







CCSS Officers Needed
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CCSS Officers


President, Bob Vick


303-697-0954, � HYPERLINK mailto:bvickr@msn.com ��bvickr@msn.com�





First Vice President, Programs,


Roswitha Moehring


303-433-4144, rmoehring@pol.net





Second Vice President, Newsletter,


Suzanne McNamara


303-987-2898, � HYPERLINK mailto:pinoakcir@aol.com ��pinoakcir@aol.com�





Third Vice President, Show & Sale,


Ken Sipsey


303-987-2911, ksipsey@wideopenwest.com





Secretary–Treasurer, Jim Cuscaden


303-659-8428, � HYPERLINK mailto:jcuscaden@aol.com ��jcuscaden@aol.com�





Member-at-Large, Dave Martin


303-422-9143, � HYPERLINK mailto:jcuscaden@aol.com ��dave@haworthia.com�





Chinle Chapter Officers


President, Chris Christlieb


970-248-3591, chriscarol@gvii.net





Vice President, Reed Irwin


970-249-2981, irwin@rmi.net





Secretary, Judy Kolz


970-255-8338, jrkolz@aol.com





Treasurer, Judy Kennedy


970-241-4727, jfken16786@aol.com





Newsletter Editor, Bobbie Irwin


970-249-2981, irwin@rmi.net











September Meeting


Cacti of Brazil


A touch of fall in the air signals that it’s the end of garden tours and picnics and time to bring our CCSS meetings back indoors.


And we’re starting off with a bang.  We’ve had some great speakers, and among the best was Woody Minnich, who spoke at our April meeting about the cacti of Baja, California.  A lot of members wanted to have Woody return, so that’s just what we’re going to do.


Woody will speak at our September meeting on the cacti of Brazil.


Our meeting will be at the regular time and place, the second Tuesday of the month (September 14) at 7:30 p.m., at the Waring House of the Denver Botanic Gardens.


It’s been a while since we’ve met at the Waring House and we’ve gained some new members in the past two or three months, so directions may be called for.  (Veteran members may tune out for a moment.)


The Waring House is located on the northwest corner of York Street and 9th Avenue, just south of the DBG.  There is some parking at the Waring House and plenty of parking in the DBG lot on York Street, which is not even half a block away.


Also, another reminder: Our Annual Meeting will be held this year in October rather than in December.  (Editor's Note: Although I was careful to call it the “Annual Meeting” in the POI, many members referred to it as “The Annual Christmas Party.”)  


The meeting will be on Saturday, October 16, at DiCicco’s Restaurant, where it was held last year.


Mark your calendars.  We hope that the changed date will allow more members to attend, since it won’t be during the holidays and the weather ought to be a little more forgiving for those who have to travel.





Midwest Conference: Succulents Abound
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Report from the Midwest Regional Conference





Website Updates—New Features and Links 
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