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The fate of the cactus garden at the Butterfly Pavilion in Westminster has been one of the issues facing the club recently, and at the May meeting, the membership voted to try to rescue and improve the section of garden along the north side.  

That patch of the garden measures approximately 6 yards by 22 yards.  It is the smallest plot available, and represents only 10 percent of the current garden area.  

We quickly signed up 10 people at the meeting to become the North Garden Committee along with co-leaders Doug Chase and Marc Wilson. 

Jim Cuscaden shared the pros and cons for either retaining the garden or dissolving our relationship with the Butterfly Pavilion.  He told the assembled members that the club’s Board, after much debate and consideration, had recommended we stop supporting this underserved garden, primarily because of the lack of membership involvement.

While we don’t want, yet, to abandon the original BP garden, we are not totally convinced that we can make this new effort a success.  Those involved in the project see it as a first test of our club’s commitment.

Beginning with a small section of the garden was a compromise suggested by member Margo Verkutis after Jim reviewed the pros and cons of the original two options.  The third option won in a final vote by the slimmest of margins over disbanding the garden altogether. 

We have three goals for this effort in 2004: (1) Find enough volunteers to redevelop the garden and maintain it; (2) Achieve more cooperation from and involvement by the BP staff; and (3) Minimize our near-term investment while developing an overarching plan for the entire plot.  Should we demonstrate that we have set ourselves up for success with these three goals, we will then follow through with plans for redevelopment of the entire garden over the coming years. 

We expect work on the garden (transplanting plants, installing new plants, moving rocks and dirt, installing a sprinkler system, etc.) to be completed by the end of July.  We need help!  

If you would like the opportunity to help design, develop, install, and maintain a spectacular garden, then (again) we need your help.  We need experts (and nonexperts) in plants, landscape design, and dirt moving to join us and have a great time. 

Please call Doug Chase at 303-455-1732 or email Marc Wilson at marcwilson2@comcast.net to share your interest and availability to help. 

--Marc Wilson

Great Arboretum in Tucson

For those of us living in Colorado, Tucson offers a number of botanical delights. . .  especially in the middle of the winter.  Some of my favorites include the Sonoran Desert Museum, Saguaro National Park, Tohono Chul (botanical garden), and the Tucson Botanical Garden. 

Recently a friend in Tucson sent a newspaper clipping about a sprawling 400-acre arboretum in the heart of Tucson.  It’s part of the University of Arizona campus. Admission is free and it’s open year round.  The article notes that the campus is the oldest continuously maintained green space in Arizona, going back more than 100 years.

Pines, palms, ocotillos, saguaros, figs, mesquites, desert willows, eucalyptus, maples, palo verdes, cedars, oaks, ginkgo biloba, silk floss, monkey ears, jacarandas, and bizarre-looking boojums are just a few of the species lining the roads and walkways of this unique urban park.  Desert vegetation gets a special play in the Joseph Wood Krutch Cactus Garden on the mall and in other areas around Old Main.

Suggested walking tours, a “virtual plant walk,” maps, a guide to blooming plants, and other information are available online at arboretum.arizona.edu.

I haven’t yet visited the U of A campus; however, it’s near the top of my list for next winter.

--Don Campbell

Presidential Thoughts

Butterfly Pavilion, Officers, And Annual Meeting

I am sorry I was unable to be at the May meeting.  I had been in airplanes and airports since 9:00 a.m. Monday, and I didn’t get home until 4:00 p.m. Tuesday.  I was physically beat.  I am still recovering.

We have had some excellent meetings with key persons at the Butterfly Pavilion over last two weeks.  We are going to try to start restoration of the Cactus Garden in phases.  As such, we need help from our members to get this going.  More details later.

As a result of members’ suggestion to change our annual meeting to a time of year when more members can attend, the date this year is October 16.  We can obtain the nice restaurant where we met last year, and our meeting for this year will be at the same place.  Everything will be about the same. 

We need volunteers for many Board positions, since most of our current Board members are term limited.  Dave Martin is head of the nominating committee.  Please, please think about taking on the position of President, VP for Programs, VP for Newsletter, Member at Large, or Secretary.  Talk to Dave soon.  Our members can be a great help to you if you ask.

Be sure to check the item about our upcoming garden tour.

--Bob Vick, President
--303-697-0954, bvickr@msn.com
June Garden Tour

Our June meeting will be a garden tour will be on Saturday, June 12. (There will be no meeting on our regular Tuesday date.)

The tour starts at 9:00 a.m. with a visit to the Denver Botanic Gardens, where we will look at the Water Smart Garden and the Mesa Dryland Garden and hear from Dominique Bayne, horticulturist at DBG, on what the future holds for the cactus area.  We can also have a look at the troughs near the pond that were designed by Gwen Kelaidis.  

As luck would have it, there is a special exhibit at the DBG this year called “CHAPUNGU,” an outdoor exhibit of contemporary African stone sculptures. 

There is no admission fee for DBG members with annual passes.  It’s a safe bet that many local CCSS members are also DBG members, but folks who have DBG memberships that allow them to bring guests may want to make arrangements to bring in those who don’t.

The next stop is Harriet Olds’ outdoor cactus garden at 1810 South Valentine Street in Lakewood.  We will have a picnic in Harriet’s backyard between about 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.  Harriet asks people to bring extra lawn chairs if they can.  

From Harriet’s, we will go onto Boulder, where we will visit Steve Miles’ famous cactus garden at 1010 Lincoln Place.  Next comes the hotly debated Butterfly Pavilion in Westminster at 6252 West 104th Avenue.  Our last stop is at Dave Martin’s greenhouse full of Haworthias at his home at 9330 West 90th Drive in Broomfield. 

Please RSVP to Roswitha Moehring at 303-433-4144 in the evening or e-mail your response to RMoehring@pol.net.  We need a head count for lunch.  Also, please let me know if you are NOT a DBG member so that we can make arrangements for another member to take you as a guest.

Some members may not be able to do the whole tour, but you’re welcome to go to as many places as you wish. If you want to go only to some stops, please stay within our hosts’ hours.  Harriet and Steve will be ready to meet people from 11:00 a.m., and Dave will be at his greenhouse in the afternoon.

Maps and driving instructions on how to get to the various gardens will be given to CCSS members at the DBG.

Chinle News and Notes

Blooms and Rare Cacti

A good-sized crowd, including some newcomers, enjoyed our May 13 program at the CSU Extension demo garden. The plants cooperated nicely, many in full bloom, and Don Campbell led an informal tour through the cactus patch, answering questions from interested folks.  We were pleased to have some Front-Range CCSS members who had come over to Grand Junction for the field trip to Utah with us for the meeting.

All deemed that trip a grand success, thanks to Don Campbell’s expert guidance and patience as we learned to spot rare and tiny cacti in the heart of dragon country.  A fine display of prickly pears and Sclerocactus whipplei in bloom greeted the group (24 of us) Friday afternoon on the Hickman Bridge Trail in Capitol Reef National Park, following a picnic lunch for many of us under ancient cottonwoods.

--continued next page.

With the hot dry summers in Colorado, it is amazing that so few hardy succulents are grown here.  Nevertheless, there is one succulent that can be found in many gardens.  Hardy ice plants have become so well-used that many people who have them in their gardens probably do not even realize they are growing a succulent.  

The plants have become prominent in the Denver landscape thanks largely to the work of Panayoti Kelaidis, CCSS member and Director of Outreach at the Denver Botanic Gardens.    

Most plants commonly called hardy ice plants are in the genus Delosperma.  Delospermas are succulent plants from the family Aizoaceae, many of which originate in Africa.  The genus Delosperma is large, and the plants come in many shapes and sizes.  Not all species are hardy, though it is believed that there are many more as yet undiscovered hardy varieties.  Most of the hardy ones originate from high-elevation areas of South Africa.  

Growers of other members of the Aizoaceae family will quickly recognize the similarity in the flowers.  As with the plants in the genus, the plants in this family vary greatly in shape and size, but the flowers are almost always brightly colored and daisy-like in shape, fully opening when the sun is shining.

What makes Delospermas such popular plants?  First, perhaps, is that these plants cannot be ignored when in flower.  Mats of evergreen foliage are covered with masses of flowers in spring and some continue to flower right through until fall.  

In addition to their beauty, they are very easy to grow.  They will tolerate most soil types, and though they like a little more water than some other succulents, they are still comparatively low-water plants.  Most enjoy full sun, but Delosperma nubigenum will be quite happy with light shade.  Ice plants are relatively fast growing and can form large mats very quickly—a single plant of Delosperma cooperi can spread to well over a foot in a single season.

Hardy ice plants are readily propagated.  Cuttings are easy and the best way to ensure that an identical clone of a plant is obtained, though ice plants can also be grown from seed.  

The first Delosperma to be found in Colorado was Delosperma nubigenum, which was introduced here in 1980 by Panayoti under the name of Mesembryanthemum sp. “Basutoland.”  Panayoti has spent time in South Africa, and inevitably more introductions such as Delosperma cooperi and Delosperma sphalmanthoides followed.  Now there are many species and cultivars available, and though the exact origins and names of many of the plants are still under discussion, that is not stopping many from growing and enjoying them.

The following is a list of some ice plants that do well in the Denver area:

D. aberdeenense – Smaller pink flowers

D. ashtonii – Pink flowers with white centers

D. cooperi (Purple Ice Plant) – Purple/pink flowers

D. dyeri – Dark orange/red flowers
D. floribundum “Starburst” – More mounded than mat-forming with pinky purple flowers with white centers

D. “Gold Nugget” – Yellow flowers (species as yet undescribed)

D. “John Proffitt” (Table Mountain Ice Plant) – Magenta purple flowers

D. “Kelaidis” (Mesa Verde Ice Plant) – Salmon pink flowers

D. nubigenum (Yellow Ice Plant) – Yellow flowers, lime green foliage that turns red in fall and winter

D. sphalmanthoides – Smaller mounds of gray green foliage with early pink flowers.

D. “White Nugget” – A sport (spontaneous variety) of D. “Yellow Nugget” with white flowers.

--Dominique Bayne, DBG Horticulturalist

Charge of the Cactus Brigade
Into the Valley of Cacti
--D.I. Campbell, May 2004

With all due apologies to Alfred, Lord Tennyson and the heroes and horses of the Light Brigade.


Half a mile, half a mile,
Half a mile onward,
Into the Valley of Cacti
Rode the two dozen.
Forward the Cactus Brigade!
Charge for the cacti! he said.
Into the Valley of Cacti
Rode the two dozen.

Forward, the Cactus Brigade!
Was there a person dismay'd?
Not tho' the cactophile knew
No one had falter'd.
Theirs not to make reply,
Theirs not to reason why,
Theirs but to seek and find.
Into the Valley of Cacti
Rode the two dozen.

Cacti to right of them,
Cacti to left of them,
Cacti in front of them
Searched for and found;
Storm'd at with eyes to the ground,
Boldly they rode and well,
Into the Valley of Cacti,
Into the desert so dry
Rode the two dozen.

Scouring with eyes focused sharp,
Astounded by each new espial
Beholding the wonders there,
Searching away, while
All the world wonder'd.
Plunged in the brilliant light
Right thro' the day they sought;
For luminous prickly florets.
Reel'd from the sights they saw
Astoun’d and amaz'd they were.
Then they rode onward,
This hardy two dozen.

Scleros to right of them,
Pedios to left of them,
Corys behind them
Search'd for and found;
Revered with the greatest awe,
Trod with utmost discretion,
They that had scoured so well
Came thro' the weekend swell,
Back from the desert so dry,
All that was espied by them,
This intrepid two dozen.

When can the glory fade?
O the wee cacti beheld!
All the world wonder'd.
Honor the elegant plants they found!
Honor the Cactus Brigade,
Noble two dozen!


Points of Interest

Suzanne McNamara

8257 West Virginia Avenue 

Lakewood, CO  80226





Chinle News and Notes


Continued from previous page.


Saturday’s excursion took us deep into the heart of dragon country (your map may call it Cathedral Valley), following roads in and outside the park to sites where Don insisted the brilliant colors of the clay were evidence of dragons’ breath and we collected dragon toenails (fossil oysters).  At several stops we watched our feet so as not to step on the endangered Pediocactus winkleri (not in bloom) and S. wrightiae (a few still blooming), and with many eyes searching, we found dozens of each.  Gorgeous scenery, including a gypsum “mountain,” and pleasant weather added to the day’s delights.


Some of the group left early Sunday morning, while the rest toured part of the Henry Mountains, finding a few Scleros and later a host of Escobaria/Coryphantha vivipara in the campground where we parted after a picnic lunch.


On June 5 The Irwins will host a field trip and garden tour in the Montrose area.  Anyone is welcome to join in.  Our monthly meeting June 10 will again take place at the CSU garden in Grand Junction, and will include tips from several members about starting and maintaining a winter-hardy cactus and succulent garden.  We hope to recruit new members from the community, as we did last summer at a similar program.


--Bobbie Irwin�--Chinle Chapter newsletter editor





Butterfly Pavilion Focus of New Attention








CCSS Officers


President, Bob Vick


303-697-0954, � HYPERLINK mailto:bvickr@msn.com ��bvickr@msn.com�





First Vice President, Programs,


Roswitha Moehring


303-433-4144, rmoehring@pol.net





Second Vice President, Newsletter,


Suzanne McNamara


303-987-2898, � HYPERLINK mailto:pinoakcir@aol.com ��pinoakcir@aol.com�





Third Vice President, Show & Sale,


Ken Sipsey


303-987-2911, ksipey@wideopenwest.com





Secretary–Treasurer, Jim Cuscaden


303-659-8428, � HYPERLINK mailto:jcuscaden@aol.com ��jcuscaden@aol.com�





Member-at-Large, Dave Martin


303-422-9143, � HYPERLINK mailto:jcuscaden@aol.com ��dave@haworthia.com�





Chinle Chapter Officers


President, Chris Christlieb


970-248-3591, chriscarol@gvii.net





Vice President, Reed Irwin


970-249-2981, irwin@rmi.net





Secretary, Judy Kolz


970-255-8338, jrkolz@aol.com





Treasurer, Judy Kennedy


970-241-4727, jfken16786@aol.com





Newsletter Editor, Bobbie Irwin


970-249-2981, irwin@rmi.net














Ice Plants at Home in Colorado
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