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The Show and Sale is all wrapped up, and there are so many people who helped:  

· Jim Cuscaden has done so much for the club.  This year, in addition to being treasurer, he rented the tables, rounded up the carts, and purchased the club pots.

· Harriet Olds designed the shirts and posters, took charge of all the printing, handled the orders for all the club merchandise, and was a soothing listener.

· H.V. Rodman organized all the vendors.  He and Scott and Larry of Golden Sands Nursery made sure we had enough plants to make up for the loss of Silver Mesa and Homer Hill.  Then, when the Wilsons couldn’t come, Golden Sands, Kelly Grummons of Timberline Gardens, and Leo Chance of Red Rocks pulled in additional inventory.

· Marc Wilson volunteered to do publicity the same month he joined CCSS.  Three TV interviews and excellent Rocky Mountain News coverage are just a part of all he did.  Don Campbell and the Rodmans really made us look great in their interviews.

· J.T. Powell made the potting table his own little kingdom.  He put it all together and never left.  I think he took all his meals out there!  He also put together the workshop area.

· I am in total awe of Michael and Joan Nestor-Roses. Just the logistics of feeding us all is a huge job, but it tasted good, too!  Prime rib?!?!?

· Joe McCleary chaired the show and had all the details covered.  No worries there!

· The Chinle Chapter came all the way from Grand Junction, and did they work!  Every time I turned around I saw the Irwins, or the Kennedys, or the Martins concentrating on some task.  And they were just the ones I could put names to!

· Lee Phelps, one of our judges, and always a joy to talk to, gave his annual bonsai workshop. So many stepped up to share their knowledge in the other workshops: Don Campbell, Cal Wichern, Dave Martin, Roswitha Moering, and Harriet Olds.

· Ken Sipsey, next year’s chairman, worked at anything and everything I asked of him. He was soaking up knowledge and ideas like a sponge! 
· Volunteers—all of you who showed up, saw what needed to be done, and did it, like the Carnahans.  I came back Saturday night at 7:00, and they were vacuuming, the only ones on the floor.  They still had to drive home to Colorado Springs, but they were back early Sunday and worked another full day at the cash registers and potting table. 

Thanks to all of you.  Your time and effort made the show and sale possible. I hope you’ll continue to give as much next year for Ken.

--Helen Norton

--2004 Show & Sale Chair

Publicity Pays Off

We were able to get some important publicity this year for the S&S.  We succeeded in having articles written in The Voice, a weekly paper in south metro Denver as well as an article in Saturday’s Rocky Mountain News.  Newspaper ads and member coupon distributions brought in over 200 visitors.  In addition, the Wise Guys on KOA radio in Denver and Gary Shear on KVOR radio in Colorado Springs gave us promos on the first day of the event.  We also had success putting our schedule on the Website calendars of the Cactus & Succulent Society of America and numerous other related sites.  This was the first year as many people heard about us from the Web as from TV! 

Speaking of TV, we tapped the skills of three members to promote the S&S under the hot lights of TV studios. Kay Rodman spoke on Friday at the Channel 9 station, H.V. Rodman spoke Saturday morning on Channel 7, and Don Campbell spoke Sunday morning on Channel 4. I’d like to thank everyone who provided ideas and support for publicity, especially, Kay, H.V., Don, and Pam Story. 

--Marc Wilson
–Publicity Chair
Presidential Thoughts:
S&S and Business As Ususal

We had a great Show and Sale the last weekend of March.  Thanks to ALL who worked on the event.

I specially want to thank Helen Norton, the Show and Sale Chairperson, Marc Wilson for his hard work on publicity, H.V. and Kay Rodman for lining up the dealers, Joe McCleary for running the Show, Michael Roses and his helpers for our fine meals during the show, the members from Chinle Chapter, and our dealers. 

Thanks to all even if I failed to name you specifically.  Without your help, we cannot exist. 

Next year Ken Sipsey will be our S&S chairman.  He needs your help starting now.

  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

The board is considering the suggestion of having the Annual Meeting in September or October to avoid the holiday season problems we have had in the past.  Your suggestions would be appreciated; send an email or tell to any member of the board. 

  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

The board will be meeting sometime during the week of April 19.  Among other things that must be considered is the election of new board members at the Annual Meeting.  A nominating committee will be set up soon.  Please consider being on the board.  We definitely need someone to volunteer to be president, since I offered to serve only one year.  

All positions are subject to change and some must change because the officer has served three years in that position.

  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

If you have not paid your annual dues, you are delinquent.  Please pay now, to Dave Martin.

  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

The Website is back up.  Visit it at www.ccss-online.com.

  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

The April meeting will be an interesting one.  Plan to attend.  More about it follows.

--Bob Vick, President
–303-697-0954, bvick@msn.com

April and May Meetings: Baja California and Dropping Names

CCSS is rolling out the red carpet for our new members by having one of the most knowledgeable cacto-philes in the country as a speaker for our April meeting.

Woody Minnich, from Littlerock, California, will be presenting “30 Years of Baja California.”  Woody is a retired schoolteacher, hobbyist, cactophile, and owner of Cactus Data Plants Nursery who has been to Mexico and Central and South America more than 100 times.  It’s easy to see why his collection of photographs can’t be beat.

We will meet at the usual time and place: the Waring House on the northwest corner of York Street and 9th Avenue, at 7:30 p.m., on Tuesday, April 13.

We hope that many new members will attend.  We pick up most of our new members at the Show and Sale, but we also signed up new members at Echters Exchpo and other spring shows, as well as acquiring a few members here and there.  Let’s hope a lot of veteran members attend to welcome the newcomers and to benefit from a great speaker.

The speaker for our May meeting will be Michelle DePrenger-Levin, a graduate student who works at DBG.  She will talk about the classification of plants, nomenclature, and the difference between cacti and succulents and what they have in common.  The program will really help novices build their knowledge, and even long-time members who know how complicated and even controversial classification and nomenclature can be, should find much of interest.

Be sure to check out the trip to Capitol Reef National Park that the Chinle Chapter members are planning.  Our Chinle members live in and near some of the most beautiful areas of the country, and they have been gracious hosts to Front Range members for a spring trip for several years.  This trip looks to maintain the high standards for our spring trips set in previous years!


Grooming the Old Man

For this year’s Show and Sale I decided to re-enter one of my favorite cacti, Oreocerius Celsianus, com-monly known as “The Old Man of the Andes.”  But his hairs looked matted, a bit, yes, old.  

I took a wide-toothed comb and gently pulled it through his white hair between the menacing spines.  I gave him a “spiked look” and had to resist my urge to set his hair with extra-hold spritz.  

My efforts were rewarded with a second prize.

--Roswitha Moehring
The Chinle Chapter is planning a trip to the Capitol Reef National Park near Torrey, Utah, for the weekend of May 14–16.  It promises to be a great time—beautiful scenery, congenial company, fun activities, and plenty of cacti!

If you plant to attend, please notify Reed and Bobbie Irwin at 970-249-2981 or irwin@rmi.net.  If last minute changes are required, we don’t want anyone making a long drive for nothing.  Please indicate your willing-ness to drive or desire to ride with someone else.  We will attempt to help with ride sharing.  Folks coming from the Front Range are welcome to carpool from Grand Junction.  If you plan to bring a cell phone, please give us the number.

As the plans are now, here are the schedule and details you’ll need to know if you want to attend.

Friday, May 14:  We will meet at the visitors center in Capitol Reef National Park at 1:00 p.m.  In the afternoon, we will do the Hickman Bridge hike (approximately two miles) to see some cacti in habitat and, we hope, in bloom.  Then we will visit some historic and prehistoric sites in the park.

The visitors center is on Utah 24, about 80 miles southwest of Green River, Utah.  It is about 200 miles from Grand Junction, so plan a minimum of four-and-a-half to five hours drive time.  Look for the exit for Utah 24 at the 147 mile marker on Interstate 70.  

Please note that we are meeting after lunch.  There are no restaurants in the park, but there is a very nice picnic area on the park road about one mile south of the visitors center.

Saturday, May 15:  We will meet in Torrey at 8:00 a.m. at a location to be determined.  We will meet anyone who is camping at the park at the visitor center about 8:20.  We will drive through the park on Utah 24 and then follow the Cathedral Valley loop, returning to Caineville on Utah 24.  We will then return to Torrey.  We will make numerous stops along the loop to view cacti and enjoy some spectacular scenery.  Bring your camera!

The entire trip will be about 150 miles of driving.  The only services are in Torrey, so be sure you have plenty of gas and your lunch.  The club will supply drinks.  

High-clearance vehicles will be needed for this day because most of the trip will be on dirt and gravel roads in and near the park and we will make at least one stream crossing.

Sunday, May 16:  We will meet in Torrey at 8:00 a.m. at a location to be determined.  We will make serveral stops along the Notom Road east of the park and along Utah 24 near Caineville.  The return trip to Colorado will be on your own.

General Information

Torrey, Utah, is the nearest big town to Capitol Reef, but it is much smaller than Green River.  There are several motels, some restaurants, and a couple convenience store/gas stations.  You may want to bring a cooler and most of your lunch fixings with you from Colorado.

Weather:  Hot, cold, or anything in between. . .   come prepared!  And bring rain gear.

Rides:  Carpooling is encouraged.  This a great chance to visit with other members of the club and share gas expenses.  The Saturday trip requires a high-clearance vehicle and will involve at least one stream crossing.  Many of the roads will be dusty, and parking may be limited at some stops.

Plant collecting:  This is not a collecting trip.  Many of the plants we will see are federally protected either by virtue of their location (in a national park), the rarity of the plants, or both.  Our club conservation policy also prohibits collecting on these trips.

Activities:  We are working on plans for at least one evening activity.  Details will follow.

Lodging: Tourist season comes early to the Capitol Reef area, so you may want to make advance reser-vations.  The list of lodgings is in no particular order.  The information was taken from the Utah Travel Website (www.utah.com/datatbase/lodging), where you may find additional possibilities and information on the locations.  Capitol Reef National Park has a very nice campground, if you prefer to camp.

My introduction to Opuntias was in Spain.  Everywhere I looked were huge cacti hanging from cliffsides with round green pads and bright red fruit.  I went to pick up a fallen pad and found that it was solidly rooted to the ground—and then I found that I had hundreds of tiny spines embedded in my hand.  It has been a love-hate relationship from that day.  I love plants that are real survivors, and Opuntias are among the best.  

Though Opuntias are native only to the New World, they have spread around the world because of their ornamental and economic value.  It is believed O. ficus-indica was taken to Spain by Columbus on his first trip to the New World.  Not only are the plants valued for food and medicine, but some are host to the cochineal insect from which we still get a red dye used in foods and other products.

Many species of Opuntia are hardy in Colorado, and some are native to Colorado, too.  They are one of the easiest types of cacti to grow.  They love neglect and, as a relatively fast growing cactus, they are rewarding.  They add structure and year-round interest to any garden.  Most flower reliably every spring and many have colorful fruits that persist well into the winter; others have pads with interesting winter color. 

Most Opuntias fall into one of two categories: flat-padded plants or plants with cylindrical pads.  Plants of either type great have variety, from the elongated flat pads of Opuntia englemannii v. linguiformis  to the striking white spined cylindrical pads of Opuntia clavata.  Even spine color can vary widely within a species.  For example, the spines of Opuntia echinocarpa are white on some plants but yellow on others.

Opuntias generally grow with little or no supplemental water and are easy to propagate.  These are both charac-teristics that help to make them great survivors.  They are not, however, universally appreciated.  Their ability to survive has also given them the ability to become an invasive weed in many places.

Areoles are one of the defining characteristics of members of the family Cactaceae.  They produce spines and can also produce roots—this happens particularly quickly and easily with Opuntias.  When a pad comes into contact with soil, whether still attached to the mother plant or not, roots grow and a new plant can be formed.  The often barbed main spines attach pads to people or animals by which they are transported and then dropped and allowed to root.  This ability has given rise to common names such as “Jumping Cholla.”

One of the defining characteristics of Opuntias is their glochids.  These are the tiny spines that also sprout from the areoles along with the more obvious main spines.  Opuntias are the only subfamily in Cactaceae to have glochids. I think the only exceptions are Maihuenias, which are sometimes considered a subgenus of Opuntiaceae, but more recently have been moved into a subfamily of their own.  

Propagating Opuntias for your own garden can be as simple as taking a pad of a plant and laying it on the ground where you want the plant to grow.  Keeping the pad dry is important to avoid rot until the roots are established enough that it is hard to pick up the pad.  Eventually the pad will sprout new pads from the unrooted surface areoles.  This can be very quick with some species, but can take over a year with others.  For a more immediately attractive effect, the pad can be planted upright in the soil.

Pads can also be cut into pieces and rooted in the same way, but it is even more important that the pieces be kept dry as the wounded parts are very susceptible to rot.

Opuntias can also be propagated from seed, but the ease of vegetative propagation and the assurance of an identical clone makes vegetative propagation the most common method.

The following is a list of the some of the Opuntias currently grown outside at Denver Botanic Gardens:

Cylindropuntia spinosior

Opuntia arenaria

Opuntia aurea

Opuntia basilaris – This plant might need a more sheltered spot than some other Opuntias, but it frequently has a very purple color in winter that makes it worth the extra trouble.

Opuntia basilaris v. woodburyi

Opuntia cacanapa – We tried this for the first time this year.  It is still alive so far…

Opuntia ‘Chinle’

Opuntia ‘Claude Arno’
Opuntia clavata – This is a cylindrical type with really white spines.

Opuntia compressa – This plant seems to need a sheltered spot.

Opuntia davisii – Similar to O. clavata. 

Opuntia echinocarpa 

Opuntia englemannii v. linguiformis – Another one that is a first for us this year. Again so far, it’s alive. We hope it survives, as its long pads are really unusual.

Opuntia fragilis - There are varying forms of this species, but all have really cute small pads.

Opuntia fragilis v. fragilis

Opuntia imbricata

Opuntia imbricata ‘White Pyramid’

Opuntia kleiniae

Opuntia leptocaulis

Opuntia macrocentra – The glochids on this are vicious and it needs a little more shelter, but it can have great purple winter color.

Opuntia ‘Malpais Sunset’
Opuntia phaecantha - The red fruits on this plant can last right into winter.
Opuntia phaecantha ‘Dark Knight’ – Again this is the first year we have tried this plant, and again it is still alive.  It has a really deep purple winter color.
--Continued next page.

Opuntias

--Continued from previous page.

Opuntia polycantha

Opuntia ramosissima – Another first for this year that is still alive well, but it is not summer yet…
Opuntia rhodantha

Opuntia sanguinocula

Opuntia violacea v. minor – like O. macrocentra – There seems to be a lot of confusion on how the macrocentras and the violaceas vary (at least in my mind), but most seem to have the purple winter color.

Opuntia viridiflora

Opuntia whipplei – This plant might need more shelter.

There are many more that could be hardy that we have yet to try and others we have but that have escaped this list.  

If you are trying for hardiness and do not want to lose the plant entirely, then take a pad inside in the fall and root it so you can plant it out again in the spring. You can always try it in a more sheltered area the following year.

--Dominick Bayne

--DBG Horticulturalist


Chinle Chapter

News & Notes

The spring migration is underway as I write this, with a contingent of Chinle Chapter members eagerly headed over the mountains to Denver for the annual Show and Sale at the Botanic Gardens. Although some of the “regulars” won't be able to make it this year because of illness and other commitments, some of the newer members are looking forward to the trip.  (Editor’s Note:  Anyone who was at the Show and Sale knows how many Chinle members were there!)

We’re all thankful for the promise of warm weather this year to make traveling easier! Already the early cacti (Pedios) are blooming, and the Scleros and claret cups are showing buds.

Don Campbell got us off to a good start with his March 11 program on preparing plants to show.  His talk and demonstration (including his usual drastic pruning that always draws gasps from the crowd) were appreciated by all in attendance.

Chinle members will receive great tips on effective photography of their plants from our member Dave Kennedy at the April 8 meeting. Dave is one of the more experienced photographers in our group of talented cactophiles.  In May, we’ll visit the Extension Demonstration Garden to evaluate winter damage and admire the plants in bloom, then we’ll head for Utah with some of the Denver folks for an exciting plant tour with Don Campbell.

--Bobbie Irwin
--Chinle Chapter Editor

Welcome, New Members

Since we pick up so many new members at the Show & Sale and other spring venues, I would like to take an opportunity to give new members a bit of an introduction.

The regular CCSS meetings are held the second Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m.  Our usual meeting place is the Waring House of the Denver Botanic Gardens, which is on the northwest corner of York Street and 9th Avenue, just south of and outside the walls of the DBG.  We try to have a variety of topics that cover all the interests of cactophiles and succulent lovers, from practical, “how to” sessions to sessions on preservation and scientific topics.  Many of members and their acquaintances have been fortunate enough to travel to prime cacti and succulent habitats in the Americas as well as the Old World, so we learn a little geography while getting to “travel” to places we may never get to see ourselves.  

We have regular meetings set for April and May, but during the summer, we often schedule garden tours or field trips instead.  Watch Points of Interest and the Website for details.  In the fall, we usually go back to our regular schedule.

Our main event, where many of you joined, is the Show and Sale.  You no doubt saw all the volunteers at there, but there was a lot of behind-the-scenes work going on, too.  The S&S takes a lot of effort, but it’s a lot of fun, and a large proportion of our members take part.  It’s our best chance to introduce others to a love of these wonderful plants.  We hope our new members will become enthusiastic enough about our hobby to volunteer next year.

We also have an Annual Dinner and General Meeting, where we get together to have an enjoyable evening.  We also handle club business, including the election of officers.  In past years, the Annual Dinner has been held the first Saturday in December, but many people have had to miss it because of busy holiday schedules.  There has been some talk about changing the date so more people could attend.  (Please see CCSS president Bob Vick’s “Presidential Thoughts” on page 2.)  

The Chinle Chapter serves members on the Western Slope.  The chapter’s dues cover membership to CCSS.  The Chinle Chapter meets the second Thursday of the month in Grand Junction and has its own newsletter.  The chapter has many dedicated members, and sponsors a variety of activities and projects, as well as working with and hosting the Front Range members on many activities. 

Welcome to the club.

--Suzanne McNamara
–Newsletter Editor


Points of Interest

Suzanne McNamara

8257 West Virginia Avenue 

Lakewood, CO  80226







Thanks to All for a Job Well Done





CCSS Officers


President, Bob Vick


303-697-0954, � HYPERLINK mailto:bvickr@msn.com ��bvickr@msn.com�





First Vice President, Programs


Roswitha Moehring


303-433-4144, rmoehring@pol.net





Second Vice President, Newsletter


Suzanne McNamara


303-987-2898, � HYPERLINK mailto:pinoakcir@aol.com ��pinoakcir@aol.com�





Secretary–Treasurer, Jim Cuscaden


303-659-8428, � HYPERLINK mailto:jcuscaden@aol.com ��jcuscaden@aol.com�





Member-at-Large, Dave Martin


303-422-9143, � HYPERLINK mailto:jcuscaden@aol.com ��dave@haworthia.com�





Chinle Chapter Officers


President, Chris Christlieb


970-248-3591, chriscarol@gvii.net





Vice President, Reed Irwin


970-249-2981, irwin@rmi.net





Secretary, Judy Kolz


970-255-8338, jrkolz@aol.com





Treasurer, Judy Kennedy


970-241-4727, jfken16786@aol.com





Newsletter Editor, Bobbie Irwin


970-249-2981, irwin@rmi.net














Denver Chapter Membership Renewal





Please note:  Most members join CCSS during the S&S, so it’s time to renew your membership if you haven’t already done so.  Front Range members should use the form; Chinle Chapter membership is handled by the chapter, and CCSS membership is included in Chinle dues.  Also, many people have changed their e-mail addresses, so please make sure that we give us your current address.





It’s time renew your CCSS membership.


If the information on the mailing label on 	Name 	


this newsletter is correct, please be sure 


it is still attached to the back of this form.	Address 	


If the information incorrect, use this form


to correct it. 	City, State, Zip 	


Membership fees are $10 for individuals 


and organizations and $15 for families.	Phone, e-mail 	


Make your check payable to CCSS. 


	Plant species 	


Mail to:	of interest


Dave Martin		


9330 West 90th Drive	


Broomfield, CO  80021		








Price Range	                  Name	Type	       Phone	     


$76 - $125	Muley Twist Inn	Hotel/Motel	800-530-1038


$50 - $125	Cactus Hill Ranch Motel	H/M	800-507-2624


$50 - $75	Rim Rock Inn	H/M	888-447-4676


$76 - $125	Best Western Capitol Reef Resort	H/M	888-610-9600


<$49 - $125	Capitol Reef Wonderland Inn	H/M	800-458-0216


<$49 - $125	Austin's Chuck Wagon Motel	H/M	800-863-3288


$50 - $75	Cowboy Homestead Cabins	Cabins	888-854-5871


$50 - $75	Cockscomb Inn + Cottage	B/B	800-530-1038


<$49 - $75	Boulder View Inn	H/M	800-444-3980


$50 - $75	Holiday Inn Express	H/M	888-232-4082


$50 - $75	Pine Shadows	Cabins	800-708-1223


<$49 - $125	Days Inn	H/M	888-425-3113


$50 - $75	Super 8	H/M	435-425-3688











May 14 – 16 


Cacti at Capitol Reef National Park, Utah





Opuntias:  Tough, Hardy Survivors
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