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Helen Norton, who’s been chair of the Show & Sale in the past, has stepped up to the plate again this year.  As veteran members know, the Show & Sale is a lot of work and a good time.  Helen is of course looking for volunteers, and if club members respond as they have in the past, she will be able to find plenty of help!  

Helen’s telephone number is 970–353–9581 and her e-mail is Ripsmom@aol.com.  

It’s that time of year again—the January blahs are behind us and we can look forward to the annual Show and Sale on March 27 and 28.  So start thinking about how you can help and participate.

· Take stock of your plants. Look at them for their beautiful or unusual attributes.  We should all have at least one that we want to show off.  Set your best plants out and plan how to show them.  Do they need a good grooming?  Do they need to be pruned?  What kind of pot will add to the overall beauty but not overwhelm the plant itself?  Help them along with a little fertilizer, and look for a blue ribbon at the show!

· If you want to sell plants, please contact me soon to reserve space.  All plants must be free of insects and disease.

· Check out Marc Wilson’s article and look for a special cactus to have fun with.  Marc is a brand new member who has jumped right in with publicity.  We owe him a huge welcome and a big thank you.

· Many of you have learned so much over the years, and you could share that knowledge by conducting a workshop during the show.  We want to offer a variety, from agaves and basic care to zygocactus.  Let me know what you will share.

· Volunteer!  In addition to the Friday setup, we need help throughout the weekend with the cash registers, greeting customers, answering questions, potting, and cleaning up.  Sign up sheets will be at both the February and March meetings, or you can call me.

· If you need a name tag, contact Dave Martin (303-422-9143 or e-mail.

· Posters will be available at the March meeting.  Plan to put them up in your area.

· Finally, collect those BEER FLATS!  Get some when you shop for groceries.  Ask your local liquor store to save them for you.  We can always use more beer flats.

Thanks to Joe McLeary for handling the Show, to Michael and Joan Nestor–Roses for doing their wonderful food again, and to H.V. Rodman for taking care of the vendors.

If you have any questions about the Show & Sale, you can call me at 970-353-9581 or e-mail me at Ripsmom@aol.com. 

  --Helen Norton


Ten years ago I was elected as president of this fine organization.  I served for three years. 

And here I am again.

CCSS is a nonprofit corporation; as such, we have no paid personnel.  We rely strictly on volunteers to accomplish all the many things we do—and there are many more things we could do with more volunteers. 

Our largest project for the year is the Annual Show & Sale the last weekend in March.  This event provides the funds for our organization to operate for the year.  We tend to have sufficient volunteers for many of the tasks, but we always are short of people for the cleanup on Sunday night.

We are also in need volunteers for some events leading up to our Show & Sale.  By now, you may see the point I’m trying to make: we must have volunteers. 

We still need one more for Echter’s Echxpo on Saturday, March 6, from 10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., and one person on Sunday March 7, from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Sunday’s volunteer will also take down the display and return it to storage.  Please call me at home (303-697-0954) or contact me at the meeting.

We have been asked by DBG to run a table at the Water Smart Class on Saturday, February 21, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  The Roses have offered to run the table from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.  We need two people from noon to 2:00 p.m., and to take down the display.

We also need one or two people to be the Show & Sale chair or co-chair for next year.  It is so much easier if you can follow along with Show chair Helen Norton this year.  We need someone to volunteer NOW.  Please contact me by phone at home or via e-mail at bvickr@msn.com.

We older members can no longer do it all.  A few years ago, I used to be at the Show & Sale a total 30 hours for the weekend.  I can no longer do that.  Last year was the first S & S that I have missed since I joined the organization at the S & S in 1989.  (I also have three other organizations for which I do volunteer work, which causes a conflict for me sometimes.)

Our next two months will be devoted in some part to the S & S.  Get ready!

--Bob Vick
       303-697-0954
       bvickr@msn.com


Chinle News & Notes

Even in Winter, Chinle Chapter Is Busy

Excellent publicity brought a good-sized crowd to the Chinle Chapter’s January meeting to enjoy Don Campbell’s informative program on growing cacti and succulents indoors.  We learned the importance of talking to our plants and, even more important, of listening to what they have to tell us.  Plant looking down in the dumps?  Yank it out and examine the roots!  Dr. Cactus covered a broad range of topics from propagation to surgery, and although he claims successful succulent culture is more an art than a science, everyone was impressed by his scientific art.  This program provided good reminders for the more experienced growers and was especially beneficial for the beginners in our group.  We had quite a few guests present, many of whom promptly paid dues to join our growing chapter.

At our February 12 meeting, Dr. Gus van der Hoeven of the Kansas State Cooperative Extension Service in Manhattan, Kansas, will discuss garden planning and landscaping.  He is one of the featured speakers during the 2004 Landscapes West Conference and Garden Show in Grand Junction, February 13-15, which brings in professional and amateur gardeners from throughout the region for a weekend of lectures and seminars.  Once again, Chinle members will publicize our interests with a display at the conference.

We are looking forward to another busy season.  Don Campbell will discuss preparing plants for shows in March, to give us some last-minute tips before we bring our show plants to Denver the end of the month.  A healthy contingent of Chinle members is looking forward to working at the annual CCSS Show & Sale in Denver! 

Chinle member Dave Kennedy will present a program on cactus photography in April.  We’ll meet at the CSU Extension Demonstration Garden in May to enjoy the spring blooms and evaluate the winter’s effects on the garden, and a field trip to the Capitol Reef area in Utah is in the planning stages.

--Bobbie Irwin

--Chinle Chapter Newsletter Editor


Who’s the Best Dressed?

We’re adding some fun to our club just in time for the Show & Sale!  We’re creating a special contest to see who can win the “Best Dressed” cactus/succulent award.

Here’s the idea: Dress your most endearing plants in something creative (a Jimmy Durante look, a too-cool-for-school look), take a photograph (digital preferred), and/or bring your creations to the February meeting.  Digital pictures should be forwarded to marcwilson2@comcast.net no later than February 9.  Remember, “best” will be totally subjective–funny, serious, crazy, wild . . . all could win!

Your good-looking buddy will be judged three times for the honor of being “Best Dressed 2004”:  (1) Best as judged by the club members at our regular meeting on February 10; (2) Best as judged by the Show & Sale judges on March 28; and (3) Best as judged by the “People’s Choice” at the Show

We’re hoping to use these pictures in our publicity efforts for brochures and coupons this year, as well as the focus for a potential news segment just before the Show.  Yes, Francine may become famous!  They could also become part of our branding strategy over time in order to distinguish our club among other flower clubs locally and C&S clubs nationally.  You’ll notice lots of “coulds” and “maybes”, so let’s just give it a whirl and see where it takes us . . .  Should this activity be popular among our members, over time we will build a collection of creative images rare in our hobby.  

If you have questions, suggestions, or complaints, please contact Marc Wilson at the email address above.  

--Marc Wilson

Change the Date?

CCSS is your club, and board members want your feedback—about meeting programs, field trips, and the Annual Party and General Meeting.  We will be discussing these matters at the next meeting.  

One topic program director Roswitha Moehring would like to hear from members on is the timing of the Annual Party and General Meeting.  This past year, the meeting was well attended, but several members told Roswitha that they could not come because of other commitments.  For many people, the time between Thanksgiving and the New Year is busy with office parties, holiday events, and family reunions.

According to CCSS bylaws, the annual meeting must be held in the fourth quarter of the year, from October through December.  The Annual Meeting has always been held in December, but perhaps moving the date would mean that more members could attend.  

Please call Roswitha at 303-433-4144 or e-mail her at rmoehring@pol.net with your opinion on the matter.
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Suzanne McNamara
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Lakewood, CO  80226







It’s Show Time… and Sale Time, Too!











February Meeting


Bad Plant!?


Our speaker for February’s meeting will be Anna A. Sher, Ph.D., the new research director at Denver Botanic Gardens and assistant professor in the Biology Department at the University of Denver.  She will talk about invasive species, or the so-called “wildland weeds,” that threaten our native ecosystems, and present slides of invasive species. 


We all know how much money and effort goes into keeping our own gardens weed-free.  On a global scale, plant invasions are responsible for billions of dollars of damage and loss, not to mention ecological devastation.  Should we condemn these dangerous species?  Is there such a thing as a “bad plant”?  Can we predict which plants will be bad?  This presentation will tackle these questions using research on three different noxious species and their behavior in the wild.


This talk should be of interest to CCSS members concerned with the preservation of Colorado’s native flora, including cacti and succulents.


Our meeting will be held at the Waring House of the Denver Botanic Gardens (on the northwest corner of York Street and 9th Avenue), Tuesday, February 10, at 7:30 p.m.











Denver Chapter Membership Renewal





It’s time renew your CCSS membership.


If the information on the mailing label on 	Name 	


this newsletter is correct, please be sure 


it is still attached to the back of this form.	Address 	


If the information incorrect, use this form


to correct it. 	City, State, Zip 	


Membership fees are $10 for individuals 


and organizations and $15 for families.	Phone, e-mail 	


Make your check payable to CCSS. 


	Plant species 	


Mail to:	of interest


Dave Martin		________________________________


9330 West 90th Drive	


Broomfield, CO  80021		








Please note:  Most members join CCSS during the S&S, so the membership renewal will appear in the next few issues of POI.  Front Range members should use the form; Chinle Chapter membership is handled by the chapter, and CCSS membership is included in Chinle dues.  Also, many people change their e-mail addresses, so please make sure that we give us your current e-mail address.





Presidential Thoughts


Volunteers—The Lifeblood of CCSSS








Butterfly Pavilion Renovation


I extend my thanks to Mike Roses, Joan Nestor, and Marc Wilson in helping me trim back some chollas and opuntias at the Butterfly Pavilion on Saturday, January 24.  We had been requested by the BP staff to trim back some offending plants that might be dangerous to younger visitors at the CCSS garden.


In the longer term, we are looking at redesigning and remodeling the CCSS garden to further enhance the exciting new buildings at this location.


--Jim Cuscaden 
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