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January Meeting—Looking Sharp

The cactus blossoms of summer are long gone, and most of even our indoor plants are in a dormant state, so what’s a cactophile to do in January?

Our speaker for January has an idea for a great winter project:  Dennis Grantham of McIntosh Sharpening in Denver will share his know-how on the care and maintenance of your gardening tools.  

Dennis and his company provide for the sharpening needs of the commercial industry and have a walk-in trade of regular folks as well, so you can be sure that he can handle anything we might bring him.  And, please, bring him your old favorite, but rusty, dull, and disastrous tools for his expert opinion.  CCSS members Joan and Michael Roses have used his services for years, and can attest that he can rehabilitate your old tools, scissors, knives, and even lawn mowers.

January is also a good time to start looking over your plants to choose which ones to enter in our annual show, which is scheduled for March.  Long-time CCSS member and prize-winning Haworthia expert Dave Martin will be on hand with some tips on how to prepare your plants for competition.  

The meeting be at the regular time and place: Tuesday, January 13, at 7:30 p.m., at the Waring House of the Denver Botanic Gardens on the northwest corner of 9th and York.


Chinle News & Notes

The Chinle Chapter will start the new year January 8 with another popular and informative program by our own Don Campbell.  The program will address the basic elements of growing cacti and other succulent plants indoors, and those attending can take advantage of a diagnostic clinic by bringing in unhappy plants for Don's comments and suggestions.

DID YOU KNOW...?

... that the name cactus comes from the Greek name for a prickly thistle?  That there are no fossil cacti known, probably because cacti tend to grow in conditions not favorable to long-term preservation?  That certain species of the genus Rhipsalis are native to South Africa, Madagascar, and Ceylon, and are the same species found in South America?

These are some of the fascinating and little-known tidbits of information we learned from Grand Junction botanist John Moore at the November 13 meeting of the Chinle Chapter. We learned the five characteristics of all cacti, a little about the three tribes in the cactus family (Pereskias, Opuntias, and “everything else”), and how to pronounce some of the common succulent names in Latin (a subject of continuing controversy, no doubt). John provided us with a detailed handout summarizing all sorts of information for future reference.

Besides chosing our officers at the chapter’s annual holiday party at the Pinon Grill in Grand Junction, each member had the opportunity to choose a free plant and bid on additional prize specimens in a silent auction. 

--Bobbie Irwin

--Chinle Chapter Newsletter Editor
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CCSS Officers Elected


A good time was had by all at the Annual Dinner and General Meeting of CCSS, but some serious business was attended to at the meeting—those who volunteered to serve as officers were quickly approved by the membership.  On the West Slope, the Chinle Chapter also chose officers at their annual meeting.  Here is the roster of CCSS’s officers for the upcoming year: 





























Volunteers Needed for Echter’s Spring Echxpo


The Annual Spring Echxpo at Echter’s Garden Center will be held on Friday, March 5, 2:00 to 5:30 p.m.; Saturday, March 6, 10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; and Sunday, March 7, 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.


The Echxpo is a great place for the Society to find new members and give plant lovers a way to learn about the special appeal of cacti and succulents.  


We need at least two volunteers for each day.  We will provide volunteers with a free dinner on Friday (usually a very good barbecue) and free lunches on Saturday and Sunday.  Setup will be Friday before 2:00 and takedown will be Sunday after 4:00.


If you would like to volunteer, please contact Bob Vick (303-697-0954, � HYPERLINK mailto:bvickr@msn.com ��bvickr@msn.com�) or Jim Cuscaden (303-659-8428, jcuscaden @aol.com) by February 1.
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