Sticky Notes from the Walking Stick Chapter-CCSS
Walking Stick Elects 2009 Officers

     At its December meeting Walking Stick Chapter elected the following slate of officers. 

President—David Spenny; Co-Vice-Presidents—Regis Opferman & Jeff Ottersberg; Secretary for Minutes—Jimmy Kerr; Newsletter Secretaries—Marie & Jeff Thompson; Treasurer—Bill Adams.
We increased the number of officers so that the work load will be spread out among more individuals.  That way everyone, including officers, will be able to have more fun with the club.  

     A big thanks goes to last years officers:  President Dave Spenny (even though he was gone for about half the meetings), Vice President Don Barnett (who put together an excellent program for 2008!), Secretary Donnie Barnett (and Cecelia Barnett who took over when Donnie got a great plant job in Las Vegas) and Treasurer Bill Adams (who didn’t take a world tour with the club treasury, so we re-elected him).  
     Thanks also go to Melanie and Scott Williams and their predecessor Marie Thompson for making sure that the club members were well fed with great snacks at our meetings.  Thanks also go to many others who helped out with food.  Our refreshments for the December meeting were awesome!  Thanks for Jimmie Kerr for coordinating rides for some of our members, to Liz Catt and Regis Opferman for serving on the nominating committee, to Marie Thompson and Donnie Barnett and others for photos for the newsletter,   And special thanks to all of those who contributed plants for our plant drawings.  What a kick it is to come home from a meeting with a new plant!
     A big thank-you is also in order for the 2008 speakers and garden party hosts, who (except for Leo Chance) were all Walking Stick members.  They did such a great job in our first full year of existence.  And finally, thanks go to all the members who have attended and participated, making the meetings a lot of fun.  Walking Stick Chapter is a great group to be a part of!

Thompson Reports on 30 Years of Research 

     “The Echinocereus reichenbachii Complex” is a very confusing group of related cacti that range from northern Mexico up into the US as far as Colorado.   This group of “Lace Cacti” has kept taxonomists busy coming up with new names for a long time.   At the December meeting of the Walking Stick Chapter Jeff Thompson presented his first summary report on his 30 years of field research on these cacti.  It was an excellent talk—almost all of the 20 members present were actively involved with questions and comments—they were very interested in his ideas.  It was especially pleasing that CCSS members Jim and Teresa Weedin came down from Denver for this talk.  Jim said he took three pages of notes and wants to talk more with Jeff.  Program Chairs take note:  Jeff wants to take his talk on the road sometime.  

     To help understand the interrelationships in this diverse group of plants Jeff has developed an over-arching hypothesis based on plant migrations over long periods of time.  It is fairly well understood that the cactus family originated in northern South America or southern Central America and radiated outward from there in all directions.  This includes a migration northward through Mexico and into the US.  This was a very long time ago, but the process is probably an ongoing one.  
     After about 30 years of exploring Texas, Oklahoma, eastern New Mexico, southeastern Colorado and even a little into Kansas, Jeff has come to believe that he has a realistic scenario for the migration and evolution of E. reichenbachii that explains the crazy quilt pattern of flowers, spines, growth habits, etc. that is found in the field.  Jeff’s scenario has the origin of E. reichenbachii’s ancestors in northeastern Mexico.  They crossed the US border at three places, eventually becoming two migrations gradually moving north over thousands of years.  One migration went north through eastern New Mexico. The other moved north through Texas and Oklahoma.  
     Eventually these two migrations, according to his scenario, met each other again in northern Texas.  By this time, many years later, the plants in the two migrations had evolved separately to adapt to the different conditions found along the two routes, particularly the differences in elevation.  Thus the two migrations represent taxa that were significantly different from each other by the time they came into contact again.  But they were still sufficiently compatible that they cross bred with each other to produce a hybrid in the region where they met.  
     The interesting thing about this hybrid group is that the individual plants are very similar to each other with very little variation amongst them.  This is in distinct contrast to the great variety of forms that are found in the plants that are along the two migration routes.  This suggests to Jeff that this hybrid group is not very old—maybe several hundred years—so that it has not evolved much since the hybrid was first produced.  
     Jeff asserts that his scenario goes a long way in explaining the incredibly diverse forms of the E. reichenbachii complex along the migration routes as well as this fairly non-diverse group found where the two major migrations “collided” again.  He showed us striking photos of these variants and tried to show how he can make some sense out of the patterns of variation observed in the field by using his migration scenario.  It was an impressive presentation!  Thanks Jeff!

Bill Adams to Discuss Mesembs

     The program for the January 14, 2009 Walking Stick Chapter meeting will be an illustrated presentation by Bill Adams on “Southern African Mesembryanthema” (ice plants and related species).  Bill is a long-time Pueblo rock gardener and a commercial grower of rock garden plants, including many succulents.  He has also planted and maintained several xeric public gardens, including succulents, in Pueblo.  Bill gave us a short preview of his talk at the November “Show-and-Tell” meeting—we are going to see a colorful presentation on these plants, many of which can be grown outdoors in eastern Colorado.  
     NOTE:  It is possible that Program Chair Regis Opferman may be able to arrange a talk by an outside speaker for the January meeting.  If that happens, Bill has graciously agreed to postpone his talk until the February meeting instead.  So stay tuned to your e-mail for last-minute news about the January meeting.
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Walking Stick Chapter of the Colorado Cactus and Succulent Society usually meets on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in Room 126 of the Physics/Math Building on the CSU-Pueblo Campus.  Guests are always welcome

